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Nec Verbam Verbo curabi reddere, fidus 
Interpres. 


| Horat. de Arie Poet, 


LONDON, 


Priated by B. Mills, and Sold by 
F. Robinſon, at the Golden Lyon in 
St, Pazt!'s Church-Tard. | 
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before the Fountain, from which -it 
proceeds, which wou'd be tmoriſtrouſty 
abfurd, * and cart fairly be fapposd, 

ut fo Tudicious and Learned aft A os 
as this. And ore," who. under! adds 


the. LANgnAges, oy Wa far* from :beigg” 
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Beſides, we muſt. conſider, that. no 
pn. tor, who has. common Sence, 
will Ne that they, (rec ars.. 


found! 
on ginal, lene RK KD of Ree: 


Kh . but. only: allow fome Tide, 5 1nd 
take. Pains to..compare.*em, . and ſee 
whether he has hit on the true Sence. 
of the Author, and if he has really 
done fo, the Tranſlation mt, be vas. 
lu'd of Courſe, unleſs the O ra X. 
efteem'd for | nothing, but the . 
which... F Ta : no rational Perſoa' 
will ever be tempted to .imagine. 

I ſhall, fay .no_ more ,of, the Benefit | 
and Needing of. Tranflations in-gene-. 
ral; but offer 'ſomething concerning 
that Author, whom, I have, in Part, 
tranſlated, with a due Regard, 
to the. Glory of God, a the Pu ck 
Good,. tho? whether T yg ew perform'd 
well, or-not, I muſt leave to the Judg- 
ment. of the Learned, at whoſe ar | 
ſhall think. it an, Honour to 4 


raign'd, ;if A have;been gully 0 
bs 
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orots.,Defe and. whoſe _F 

Ceaſures, L Thal willipgly » at 

thankipby: 'undergo. .*.” AE arid 
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That ORTIGEN flouriſh'd 


Third Century, and in the Infancy, if 


I may fo ſay, of the ChritianiCherch, 
almoſt: needleſs, to; mention it; | - + 
And fince we deſervedly, and chears 
Fully 'pay a Deference, to the- living 
Monuments. of- Antiquity, and: eſpeci- 
ally' to thoſe Pious/ and 'Learned Wri- 
who liv*d in the Early and Pare 
Ages of 'the |Church, 'partly "thro? a 
natural Curioſity,” to know the:Names, 
CharaQters;, ' and/ Works | of the moſt 
Eminent Perſons, .. who flouriſh'd in 
ſuch diſtant Periods of. Time, © \partly 
thro*'a Senſe of 'thoſe Mirzcalous Me- 
thods,, which ' the Great God: was,' as 
it were, oblig'd .to take for the 'Su 
yore and Encouragement of the Church, 
during its Minority, and: partly, from 
a juſt and . deep 'Conviction, of the 


Eminent wr Profound Judgment, 


and Univerſal Learning of many--of 
the Primitive Fathers, T think, a more 
.._ than ord'nary! Veneration .{hou'd be 
pal , to the Memory of the''Deceaſed 
-ORIGEN, and eſpecially -to | his 
Books againſt the Jzgenious and Learned 
CELSUS, which area lively Picture 

of his Capacious and Exalted Genias- 
_ "Need I fay any Thing in Commen- 
_ dation of his Piety, or rather, will not 
. every Thing, that I can fay, fall vaſtly 
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ery. hich »weas Mor: Gneere; ahd 

SE. - tient of 'Reſtrainc, that! ?ris: re- 

W385 ted of him; that Than his Honoured 

3 PoE y cPathulti was fuffering-under the: 

b: _—_. wor D £&C TVS ;orhe-wou'd, evit:in 

«His terider+ yearogthares faluted: the 

2 Flames of Martyrdom; with the, great- 

- eſt Readineſs; and cevIn Triamphans Foy, 

had nothis> Deari-and:Honourtd Mo- 

her, vb  her>maternabAuthority,iArvs 

-of of Barbake Policy, dig the :Methods 

olicy, elif rhe flattering, 

i Wings g:0f>his: hombly-i@iringiSolt:: 5 

Piety;: Hſcovertd,4by. denying evn 

ths pn Apperite:of his-:40rdid Fleſh, 

'and-lodking with a::generdus Difdain 
- on the.hatward Grandeur, 'and periſh- 

ing Vanities:of this 41dwer/Workdoot = 
921: "2A [Pzery , Which was en,” by lis 
Leaving,” 0, 210 a: comparative Senice, - 

»:Deſpifing:: the:.School + of; 1B/aro31” that 

:(Celebrared::HearhensPhildſopher;::for 

7 'Sake , of! the; meek: and: perſecuted 

o .£ d - FESUS. 
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Fwy that 'ev?n ſome of the Sacred 
on of Holy Scripture ,- and the 
Brighteſt” Lights-'that ever ſhone in 
the Glorious Orb- of the- Church. of 
God, had ſome” Defe&s; to-alle yy their 
ifnfrinf ck and apparent Wor > ang 
event that Exceſſive | Venarution. 
DUES wonWFerhorwite have dies: poi. 
_ *ei,, by" teaſorr of their "Natural wg | 
Aequi d'Accompliſhments, the Honour 
hey "reflefted "on the Ages, in hide 
rhey fouriſh'd, and'the' extraordinary 
Yervice, they did the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
and the Common Wealth of Learning, 
"But as the” Tranflators' of the Bible 
wou'd "have" been unjuſtly / treated; 
had Gone) been, reproach'd fe ev? tt 
to- countenance, the falſe No- 
i of Things, which the'Generality 
of the Jewiſh, nd man of the Leaders 
of the Chriſtie Church, are known'to 
have'*enterrain'd; 'or had: they been u 
braided, as if hey approv*d of Davi, 
Marder and Adultery, and'St. Peter's 
moſt ſhameful *Denial of 'our Bleſſed- 
Lord : So I'may Ay -expect, 
that the Reader "wil be fo: juſt and 
candid, as not" to imagine © us great” 
a "Man as ORIGEN himſelf was, 
and as great a Heroe of Antiquity, as 
Chriſtianity, as T know he -was ) that 
Pm fo very ol orant, as to agree with 
him, in thoſe ky or PraQices, 
(f;., F; | B 4 which 


"T of 


whiclvare ey-degtly, nag greatly liable 
$0! cenfure. -;;. 

Ar bo his, Notion, Thar the Devils 
| me) h dF mutt,confels, 1 it ſeems, 


Tous Pons. falſe, becauſe there's-aq; 
alour.4os-it, - that I can. ſee, in. the 
[ord g&God:; and dangerous, becauſe 
it.-has; #:;Lendency to, Nragy Hors 
is te: <0 8:08, in Sin, in Hopes 
ire. of .. Hell will. n= at. Ts 
Ear "and, be but. a: Second Pars, 
«oxy.; We know, that. no. leſs a-Per» 
| Jon, .. than'i.the- Late .Moſt ., Reverend 

Arch- Biſhop (68 Canterhary has publick- 
ly-appear'd/an its Defence, and; has 
offer'd' tuch ule ble. Arguments, that 
perhaps. 1t- may ſeem. di culr to. cons 
juce His. -Grace. | F "90 | 

But as, have much more. Reaſon to 
-goubr, of my own Saleagen, than, ol 
the Krernal, Happineſs gf that Pe. dy 
Pioas, as, well as Et 9 Rational, 


d uly 
agnd very. Learned Prat bs wy 5 8 Fl il by 


fatisfy!d,. that 
Star of. the Firf Magnity, 
rior Orbs,/and: tho? por agg might 
41. ſame. Relpedts, be, peculiar, to hum, . 
aug juſtly delerye our Canture, yet the. 
chiet :L.hing- 10 Uſes -Which the Great 
Gad rg BFOSy aad, on; which he: "al 
put diſtinguiſhing Ma rks. of his Fas 
You thro! ” the Reyolocios of Eger: 


auty, 


ie 0 0 RIGEN. 


thought fit to relate ,. 
Hereſees, tis obſery'd\ by 


than ever.. rd, : ant w- 

- But: be, that. ater. a5-it 7h St. 
Hierons himſelf; ,w o.ftrongly ,oppes'd, 
his Errors, "had 4 lt engration, 
for him, on-the Account, of his FI 
Sence, and. Learning. +. LY 

And the Late Reverend. Dr. "Sriling: 
for in his Origines Sacre, do's frequent- 


yote,. ai honou | Ex lags him 
7.9007 orld, as. many. of 


greateſt 

Lights of. the P36 14 Church” 10d: Ot 
jos Learned World. had done. Cl 
11M, . . 37 Cf» 
\. But Pm ſenſible, *ewill be T4 ob- 
jedted againſt this Tranſlation, that'we 
TO x a with Defences .of. the 
Garifien, Reli gon which are much.more 
fl, chan O RI GEN, Tho ho it 
His Buſineſs, to confute Ceiſus, who was 
y Heathen Philoſophet, 7 *Thy - 
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; we figve "Grottur de Vii 
i, ' the Learned 
7 of the late Rey = 


' re: 2 $42 
| " obilira y th 

z, Dr. Bl that, 
and fr: Clark. Chaplain 
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to. wy TY 'Bifhop' "of Norwith, the 


Learned Dr. Owns: Comment vn the 
KCL WINE 
.GiC ,onſcience, hou? 
rto. ode Mr. Baxor% Reas 
b wot hen. 9 Re! igion, in Honour 
< Memory y.off Oren, and” efpe- 
o_ Wn; 


"Good' a We have the 

nal, and” Eearned Dr. + Parker's 
Demonſtration of the 'Law of Nature, 
and Demonſtration of the Divine Autho- 
45 Ts the Scripoures ; and many Excel- 
Authors, who have united” their 


Ki 'y Sr. -6 of 6itr; Orin Faith.” 

"But certainly, tis 
tao well furniſh'd ary \ Reatba: of the 
Hope 'that is m'us, and we ou rht to 
be fo” far from” Sl; bting -either the 
Hmniient Apologies of Juſtin Mertyr, Ter- 
rallin, Tatian, Arnobius ] Talfantin? and 


rhe like, or evn the Modern Defen- 
w of the OMifies Religion, tin , 
. | Thin : 


©againff the moſt Formidable 
mpoſſible, to. " 
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chink, + we ſhou'd porvy Kmeat: 

we have no more, and that many 
we have, \ no better un d, 
and it - highly becomes us,”' to make 
2''thankful and- due Im PEVeRnent, -of 
thoſe many Excellent Help , W 

God, in his infinite Wiſdom 
Goodneſs, ſees fit to afford us; 

F'can think but 'of one Obje&ton 
more, -and that "is this, that by Pub=* 
HOInS _ Tranſlation of ORTGE Ms 

o expoſe the corrupt Princj &s of 
Celſus to: more bublich View. pl 

*Tis true, I do ſo. But' Tits 
the Truth is fo fafely Srarder, . by its 
Native Purity, and well | recom- 
mended by the Evidence that atrends 
it, thar *cis' fo far, from being” afraid. 
of the” Light, that it deſires - nothing 
more, 1f "; may 10 fay, than to make 
its moſt open, and undiſguiz'd Ap- 
pearafice in the World ; and if the 
Objeqion has any real *Force, *twall 
hold, as well, tho? not equally. doping. 
Origts bimielf, for "wreink apainit - 
Celſus, Which Þ Finly ſoppoſs, 4 Al 
the Learning, Wie, 'of that / 
| Arch-Fiend of ' elf gib's bs be Hſe, 

_ as. it Were, and lajd open to; View, 

which" 'tho* hey ate. the rankeſt Pole 

ſon, will never beable to infe&t us, 

if we have but the Bleſſing of Almighty 
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icy, to the great Author: of my. 
Being. and, Fountain of all BY Hap: 
. pinels nk as ſome, , tho? br nall 
os ence, to. my Dear, and; Ho- 
u ather., for. the, prudent; \ + 
) id js Ao ek. the Lanbayg 
ge. he een, at, and the. great 
Readineſs and. unuſyal 2 Joy, 2M, Ter 
has always exprels' n, rocuring, 2nd 
Continuing. to me, Go far as it lies, hi 
his, Power, , Wage, od, the extra 
gary, bur nor. dul Cprov'd, Ag Ns 
age We 5 Liberal ducatiog. . Beſs. 
REO, read. the, E 


Rooks of Origen againlt Celſk 
os ree ens rl oe Fre T __ 


Natioa of th 
real, and the” peg 


I | i in 


tin \ 
not conſcious to my 


ful and groſs Deſe&, 1", 1 


of 


::Andoafter! 'many'\Solemn'-Supplic 
tidnsy/\foriDivinei Miſkonee; 46> 
dious;2ahdi yer pleaſkne:: Houts, whiteh 
E-have! employ's abous ir, \ \rnally iat - 
Dire&ions, and Entotira pements,! iFeoit 
Perſons of no mean Rank for - Piety, 
Sence, Learning, and ExtraQion, and 
many?carneſt. :Delires, that the Glory 
of God. may be, my principal Aim, 
and in a word, after having perform'd, 
what lies within the Compaſs of my 
ſmall Ability, to cloath it, in ſuch a 
" Dreſs, as Toad recommend it Tos bly 
b/ Ks it is, I bum 

Fa Y he ont all Leathed, Judicious, __ 
Candid Perſons, and ſubmit it to the 
Ceanfure of the Criticks. 


And if this Firſt Effay ſhall meet 
ev'n with a tolerable Acceptation from 
.the World, I defign, God willing, to 
take the firſt Opportuaity, to tranſlate 
the Two following Books. 


That the Advantage, which the 
_— may reap from ORIGEN, 

may be equal, or ſuperior, to the _ 
Painful Pleaſure , which I took; in 
Tranſlating him, that his Belief of the 
VEAL" Kan Religion, may be daily con- 
'fifm'd, and that he may at Length 
enjoy that inconceivable Happinefs in 
the Future World, of which many "= 
rene 
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Origen againſt Ce/ 


Tranſlated from the _ 
ORIGINAL 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory 
Fae hs 


Ambr O {11 S. | 


| Hen falſe Witneſs was brought 
againff our Blefled Saviour, 
he held his Pence, and when 
he was accasd, return'd no \4u{wer, being 
fully perſwaded, that the "Tenor of his 
Life 424 Converiation among the Jews, 
was the beſt Apology that cou'd poſſibly 
be made in his Behalf. But you, Virtas 
os Ambroſius, were pleasd to deſire me, 
for Reaſons beit known to your ſelf, 10 
| vindicate the Chriſtians from thoſe foul 
Aſperſions, which Cellus has publickly 
; C cat 


7 


ear upon em, 


Origen! $  Epiftle 4: io 


as. if a Confutation of him 


were not legible in the Things themſelues, 


_and_what he offers Wright. not be deſervedly 


rejelted, as wanting ev'n the Appearance 


of Trath 7o recommend it to the Wofld. 


To ſhew that wig "a5 held his _ 


when 


him 
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firmw'd by what St. Mark the Evangeliit 
relates. 


Mat. 26. Now: Uh: 
7+ 59+ 2nd all the Council Gahe alk: Wit- 


its 


8 Jreens 


I 5 
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Str. Matthew has 4. 
\ Chief Prieſts , 


j. 


is con- 


as, 


Elders , 


neſs againſt Jelug,, to put him to Death, 
Yea, though many 


but found none: 
falſe Witneſſes came : 
At laſt came two falſe 
nelles, and faid ,; % this Pello\ Tail \T 


none. 


aM-- 


ro 


*the © 


; yet found they 


1t- 


God, and to build it in three Days. 
And the High-Prieſt aroſe, and faid 
to him, aniwereſt. thou nothing? What 
is it which theſe witneſs againſt theg? 
Rat Jeſus held his Peace. 
another Place of the ſame Evangeliit , 


We pead-in 


that our Saviour return'd wo Anſwer = 
5 the Perſons who actas'd him. 


And Je- 


* 4us ſtood before the Governor, and 


the, Governor askd him,' ſaying, art 


thou the King of the Jews? And Je- 
{us ſaid unto him; thou ſay'lt. 
when he 


And 


as accus'd of ths Chief 
Prigits and Elders, he anſwered no- 
. | thing. 


ching, +Theis "oP Pilate aides wee 
heareſt thou not how many Thi 
theſe, witheſs\ againft\ thee ?. And: he 
anfwer'd him aever id. Word; /inſomuets 
this the Goveriior ma reell'd :greacly;! 
cid Yindettl-cit condi rob ati beiradmin?d. 
by1\Perſonr who were leait capable: of | Res! 
| ; #hat mbenche. bad ſo" fair (91. Ops 
portunity fa. free) himſelf: Kofi the: heauy) 
Charge that was brought against- hrhg. id. 
emtnerate;, or at leah. nnodetbhj: Inftniate 
has ſhining CharaQers, «nd t6\commend 
theHhigher Powers, . as: being:ordain'd} 
of "God; and*by thee innocent and, gs 
litick Methods 9 procare.\the\ Judge's 
Fiwour,(T'fay, that ' when the-bad ſo. fait. 
aw#\Qpportunity*to\do» all this, he ſbou'd: 
be: fo far from Yermbrdcing' it; ©2520 taok\ 
uþ0n"'his mot: wiolent * Accaſers » with - 4 
thuly-genoroub: Difdaim + 
17 pat the Fudge ſeem. milling. this aro 

quit' him, had the. made: his. (Apology; is. 


piain from'\the following» Words, Whom Mi, 45, 


will: ye that I releaie unto you ? , Barats! 
Us, or Felns whois calld Chri#t ! ?. And! 


thoje: Words, He knew tha: for Envy hid, 18, 


he:had deliver'd him. $9 that , the 
holy 424 ſpotlels-' Jeſus was ſcarce: ever: 
free f70m unjuit_and fevere Acculations,! 
es-loug as. the.perverſe Dir{poſirions of Men, 
whoſe» Minds. | weve corrupt , and whoſe\ 
Laves:cre. often... ſtair with: the mat 
grois Enormities,. ' did. remain (the ſame: 


"We ww 3 4 » op (- 2 AF 


T arcs hs have has in »? the Ape of the 


" fud bak mais he holds his Peate, and. 
mickes zo: verbal Anſwer, bat the un- 
blemiſtyd Lives of: his fincere Followrs 
are his -moſt: chearful and moſt ſucceſs- 
ful Advocates, «zd have ſo loud « Voic# 
rhar they drown the Clamours of his moſt 
-bigotted and moſt zealous Adverſaries. 
1 will, therefore, be ſo bold as to ſay, that 
by Publiſhing. this Apology, 1 ſhall fees 
to lefſen the Force 0 thoſe powerful Ar- 
_——_ in Defence of the Chriſtian Re- 

gion, which are drawn from the holy 
Lives of its r pions Votaries, aud are plain 
Appeals evu to Senſe and common Ob- 
ſervation. But that I might: not ſeem 
backward in obeying the Commands you 
have laid upon me, I have endeavourd, 
according to my hae; Abilities, to' give 
| 7” or or at leaſt, a ſufficient Anſwer to 
the material O6j ections which Celſus 

has brought againit us, which, in your 
inion, my Dear and Reſpefted Ambro. 
fius, do i#rike at the Fundamentals of 
the Chriſtian Religion, bar, 1 verily be- 
lieve, will xever ſhock the Faith of one, 
who by the Grace of God does-live in the 
Profeſſion of it wit ſome meaſure of Sin- 
cerity, And God forbid that any of us 
[bou'd have ſo embrac'd the G oſpel / which 
fo lively a Declaration of '" Love to 
perijping Sinners thro the rg of our 
Bleſſed 


Yigen's\Epritle 


as 10 be in Danger of reteiving. any bad 


ons from Celſug's Diſcourſe, or the 
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Learned ., Perfotn, who ' holds: the ſame 
Wicked Principles. mT AO HTS 
.. For St. Paul reckoning np thoſe things 
which 'are apt 10 ſeparate: "Mankind from: 
the . Love of Chriit ( lf which. his.Lawe: 
j0.'em did ; and will: at. lait effect ally; 
428d moi 'glorionfly overcame. Y- 4o0#'t «jay: 
| that (erroneans \ Diſcourſes' ſhowd be any', 

much leſs a "principal Canſe 'of+. this urns 
apy Cophrncolt Obſerve fir he (a6 


ſhaſt-eggtaro us from the" Love. 8. 
of God ? Shall Tribulzrion, or Diſtreſs; ' 


 or- Perſecution, or: Famine, ori Nakeds 


- neſs; or Peril, or* Sword ?+{( As-it- is - 
written, for thy ſake we'ars kill'd. al 
the Day lotig ;- we, are aecounted "ay 


Sheep tor the | Slzughter;'): [Nay 5 "1 A 
theſe Things: we are! more, than 'Con 


querors thro? him-that loved us. "Then 
reckoning 1p' another Set of Things, which 


uſually ſhock Mens Faith and Virtue, he 


fays, 1 am. perſwaded';-that.ineither 75id ;8. - 


Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Prin- 
cipalities, nor Powers, nar Things pre 
ſeat, nor Things to *come,* nor-Heightr, 
nor Depth, nor any: other. Creature 
{hall be able to ſeparate us fromthe 
Love of God, which' is ia Chriſt 'Je- 
{us our Lord. * Axd there # juſt Ground 
Res C 3 ; eU'h 
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2 wm: for ad] aw jt 2a ſors ye 
extr aorWindry” \Atrarimments of that great. 
Apoitle, of 5þ4\ Gentiles, wo \ fax, © Wha 

; a 6s from the.oye of God? 

Shall Fribulazion;\-or -Diftreſs, tor 

ſecution, or Famine, or'N 

Bon yori Sward-?: Bur: ithe Apoſtle who 

rhe. thi t00:W100% 4 Baaf,, oe 


| #2 yi = i which bo Jud "abs. 
__  Fain'd, profeſſes, That in.all theſe 'T ings 
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Mh ys ub gs fort jeniaantrrbed, 


- . nov Height,2 be Depeh;" - nor wh he 
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, Thall ſeparate! us' fram-the 
MEN God, bY ngh is in Chriſt ROK 
PEMD 46-1. wonftſ+, 10 have no great | 
22 fol; Man s (Chriftianity, whoſe 


Fiith *4' ty the; leatt "liable "to be ſbock*d, 
etther' by\ this. Book .of Celſus, . or the 
Writings of #hy other Perſon of the ſame 
aahappy Stamp. For really Pm at 4 
® nA ta know inwhat Claſs f Chriftians 
T fog rank that Man » who « not 
ES Proof 
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inſt call 7he- bitter 'but iigju 0:8 
ND, hs ES, with which Cetſus Vas Togged 
the' Followers of our Bleſſed hea aint ht 
Briadfe the" common Soft” of People ate - 
#110. 27 Danger © ("as you 5 FEY bi, 
my 'Dexr Ambrofit $') 0 turnivg” Ne 
ſtates from "the Faith," fihce” perhaps 
mny bo aca by "Bhat "Calf r Bly . 
fea againſt. the well-gr ounded * VA 
lef" bf our” holy” | T 


Af be "Ho leſs *coh in KN bt WT ; 
ments} bj what "7 hal þ ba heb '$ 
116" Deferice, a1 am ye ad 
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mpfure "Bye ESE \I Fe 24; ta bhey Your 
hea a8 Commun PLES to Hehe ,. 
; men ity the Bok, You' es plea?d 
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we; the "very Nl 0 
*y Trive RUarion, F Weuh op paſs*: 
ſuch" With thery, wh "at" x0 preat "PFoffs. 


Hepts * ety in rhe 'Plilelophy LY; oy b- m_—_ 
fexthans!, eV. (pr b 
C49, 'Paal Aron "Yehe Wo 2m, 

Thine) trhe Greek PhHoſop ophy tha: ns” 

not" 17 themſelves. contern pttble,; but had \ 

by © devident \a malignant Infaencer\on » 

_—_ Mints of Commioti People, repres 

enting Error under the auſible Ap- 

Prarie” of folid "and: wot unportaat / 

*Fruth;* 2s theſe very Mords, Beware co. : 

left any Man ſoil. ye yol, through Philo.  Y: 8, 

fophy, and vain'Decit, after the. Tra» 

dition of '\Men, -aftt the Rudimeats of s 

_ the World, and 7; after Chriſt. _ 4 


gs 'by.. the 


N ame. oj (ey =! op Wes, Fg 
LE Dita dion to 4 certain Kind of Deceit 
Eg We. 75. 00K. Fain bat innocent and 
ED uſeful, ja et th | Propher Jeremiah con- 
WEY= mm ld. to ww. wu Fay 


farting, ae DOLG | 
: wa | A w 
a CV) : 


Bows CO 2d ex en vn the .1 mozt wy 
> ly of = who wood. improv 
in that aining and uſeful =_ 

at oh Eph. \ 

So 0 thoſe Di DS) 25, which deſerve the Cha- 
99) Yeceity, maſt have ſom: 
th" Hay \ Tationd Arguments, 

. that are Fs \, made Uſe. of by. the 

Heads of is Fon Sets of Philolo- 


bers. | 
ae +2 When 


"When 1 had: dc Anſwer to 
Celſus, 4s far 4s the. Place where) he per- 
os the Jew.  diſcouting..pith\ our 

lefſed Saviour, | \T rhonght,\. word. be 
proper. to put this. Preface. before my. Book, 
tha 7 hr > Qne into whoſe Hands. it. may 
accidentally f, all, 4) plainly. ſeeg: that-1 
als "7 principally intend it for thoſe. Chri- 
tians,. who. ere fully facisfy'd:.4n. cheir 

Fadgment, bat either for Noon = are 
- "Qt tire Strangers ta' che Exc) ,of the 

Chriſtian Religioa, or. far: are 
_ weak: in the Faith, 4s.\che wy calls 


*em. 'Him. that is weak. ns the Vairh Rom. 4 


receive. . 

..1 muif add one. Thing. tore a that 
is this, that 1 have a diff "remts Deſign. \t2 
anſwering Celfus.. i 4he: groſe, from whatr 
I hed in Anſwering tht Beginning of bis 
Book... Fori at firit, T deſign wa: mote 
than to mention. ſome of the: oboe. 
Heads, and content .my ſelf. with: g mecr 
Compendium, \ But after (mature: Deli- 
beration, 1 thought, twou'd:bemuch more 
proper, to gather'my' 4" | as-it mert, 
into 4 perfect; Syſtem or . Body. -. Then. 1 
WAS ſatesfy'a from the. reaſon: * the Thing, 


 #hat 1 of To od be at. 4 needleſs Expence 


both, of Time an1 Pains, 'and contented 
my ſelf with what 1 bad writ, \aginit the 


Beginnin the | Bovk , which Celſus 
pod wr 4 of 


E ut 


3, Which Wo LY we" rode Fly [iy it "of 11) 
i Performance) i Mnuth-more' el hoy ate 
T determin'd to bend Ut my Forces th air 
hin,” aiif to terurn 4 ful"Anſivir*to" ee+ 
_ 19 Thing" that hn rn ib: 
and rg os yn 


_ Candor in paſſive fs red 

|, Fhapeldomeye Fed | 

b- - Ei; v4 logy, "which iavrner 

|) - '2his Epiſtts.. *\And-if "*hd other 
_ 42.57 mage oe oy _ T 


[== Nan Vkagy: to myth er yoor! much 
more defir able'Condition, who- thawing wht 
with Celfus's Per; fornmnee' ' and * hwy 
furniſh &>by- his: ns Ruperiench 7h 
4 warm: aa effectual Apology for' that 

excellent Religion which he profeſſes\, 
«7d NAMES Ours ro prattice to £ urmoſt 


ofv 


J 


O $ ap ee” x wy - 4” 4 "> £540) af P i 4 4 "Ix «qt 
\ y SSN; Were” "9 — 9! in 5 * : YT EE A: S464" 
a 4 þ 4 * 
hy x MEN ; * i 4 


Origen's Epiitle Dedicatory. 4.5 
of his Power, is ſo well-guarded by the 
Spirit of Goa, . who dwells in the Heart * 

of every {incere Follower of the Bleſſed 
JESUS, #hat he can look with a holy 
Contempt oz the falſe Repreſentations, 

and moſt plauſible Arguments of the 

moſt Celebrated Hereticks that did 

ever appear in the World, | 7 
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"\HE firſt Charge which Celſus 
' © brings againiſt the Chriſtians, is, 

© i Their holding Cabals, contrary 
to the' Law of the Land in which they 
liv'd, and to which, as he thinks, they 
ought to be entirely ſubject. - He diſtin- 
guiſhes pag, into Publick and 
Private, the Publick Meetings which 
were eftabliſh'd by Law, and the Pri- 
vate ahd Separate Meetings which were 
kept up by Schiſmaticks, And his'De- 
| ſign herein is to caſt Reproach on the 
Love Feaſts 'of the Chriſtians ( which 
, were appointed to prevent a common 
and threatning Danger, and were far 
more binding, than the ſacred Tye of 
' mutual 
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mutual Oaths can be foppor'd_« to be) 
I fay, he reproaches *em, as, if the 
—_— and goofy interfer”d With 


a Be n*his on yy 


wou'd intimate , that the ſeparate 
Meetings of the Chriſtians did coun- 
tenaice and promote Schiſm and Sedi-. 
tion; T anſwer, that as a Stranger, 
who has his Lot providentially caſt 
among the Sgythians, who aye govern'd 
by moſt wicked Laws, afd has not a 
 faj- Opportunity to make a ſafe Ef- 
EY 


&,, wou'd, be efteem'd -byoh 
and UG. liz? People, . a$ an Hne- 
my ' to their Conf itution, ,agd a Þa- 


yourer of the  Seftaries ,a.1f, he didn't 

comply wi the . Canons of the Church. 
but might till, urge weighty. and. pa- 
anſwerable Arguments fy. aſt y | his 


Separation : 99} "This lr: 1 Ba 
Lay diſſent 7 BY the . YR: 1 


ligion, which 1 uc'd. ors, 
i; !þ, and a What NaF fo ware 
Dees of the Heai ens, and, -abounded. 
with more horrid. npictics than were, 
ever practic'd. by The malt: 9:07 barous 
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HEN Cel{as:goes.0n, and aſſerts, 
1 Fhat Judaifny, with. which' the a 
Chriſtian, Religion has 4very *o/ofe;Con- 44 
uettion,, has all along, been 4 barbarous: Seth; 3 
tho? he prudently /forbears to repteach 
the: Chriſtian Religion-as/if it: were of 2 
mean.,and..unpoliſh'd Original ;'-finte 
be, had. commended. the Barbarians; as 
being..the lgyenters, of ſeveral [excellent 
and; very. #mportaut 'Maxims, and: he 
adds, Thek,, thoſe,' Things which were -in- 
deed. tuvented by the Barbarians, have 
been improv 'a,. and wore | accompdgted't4 
Weng! Kirtue- by\ #h8 Greeks. :;\Now- I 
unk, 1 may quitly take this Adyan- 
tagein Deience-of the Chriſtian Religion 
from the very. Gonceffion which; Cel/as 
| makes, to obſerve that one who leaves 
AJ h \.-— _ 


the Opinions and the Learnin 


ever he perceives that the Greeks them- 
ſelves are defe&ive. To this I might 
add, that the Chriffian Religzon may 
- juſtly boaſtiof a peculiar Demonſtration, 
ſuch a One as is !ruly Divine, and vaſtly 
exceeds all the Logick of the Greeks. 
'Fhe ' Apoſtle calls it 4 Demonſtration 
of the Spirit and of Power. A Demon- 
ſtration of the Spirir, in as much as the 
Spirit*ot God do's in a ſecrer bur power- 
ful Way, convince the Reader of the 
Truth of -the Scriprare-Prophecies, efpe- 
ally 'of: thofe, which have an evideat 
and near Relation to the expetFed- Sa- 
viour-'of the World.'- And of Power , 
in as' much -as Miracles have been 
wrought -to atteſt the Trurh of © the 
Chriſtian Religion, ſome remarkable 
Footfleps of which do remain at this 
very Day, among thoſe, who do what 
hes in their Power, under the Guidance 
and Influence of the Spirit of God, to 
hve up to its -holy Precepts. « 
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EN. \Coſos.having poinad ch 


Preventing. of thar { vere: "Penaley, tO 
WH, their Practice ee. . EX- 
ye liable, compares.t Roger 
That _threarn'd "them "with pre 
culties, and Calamities, to. which So- 
crates. and: P hagor as, and -ather. Hea- 
then Philoſop! ers expos'd th SLves . 
by. maiataining the Reputation, and 
promoting.,the Intereſt of that co! 
ratively-vain Philoſophy , of. why 1, 
they .. were - the admir'd. and- ruly- 
learned. Profeſſors... | 
| Bur to this I 2nf\wer, That 7:0 Athe- 
'z1ans ſoon: repented of what,they. had 
done. to: Socrates ,. nor did- they Jong 
retain, their Spite- againſt PYythagores. 
For. the Pythagoreans had Schodls. tor 
a conliderable . Lime mm thar art. Qs 
baly, z; Which went by che Name of 
IF : | Greece 
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Grids: the Gieat” But. the whole Ro- 
. the E s during. the 

Pe Hlecutians, the Soldiers, the 

n_.Peo T WA they, who 


by... 


the whe hab:able Warts, 
- ed all their Malice, and -us\d 
' Endeavours towakds. its 


our . 4 -5moqgth as containing ako 

$ =: pn but what we have m common with 

7 the PESO , nocking that 1s New, 
+ | or Tral <A 

__- t 21 Ye, pd I Anfiver That they who 

bring down thejuſt Joop God 

-upon their Heads by thzir notorious 

Crimes, wou'd never ſuffer by "the 


Hand of Divinc and Inflexible I 


if all Mankind had not fon tolerable 
Notions of Moral Good and Evil. 
' "Therefore we needn't wonder, that 
bo Slack who is the _—_ Father of 
reatur t in the 
Minds of * Nees [= al Princi- 
ples, which the Prophers, and efpeci- 
el ow Ir Blefſed - Saviour .do's fo fre- 
' quent ey $ upon the Minds of 
Aden, every one might be  teft 
vithout "i. oh the Day. of Tu 
ng S F "1 Y/ # 
4 engraved upon his | fart in ver 
vible LOOT P li 90 
his was obſcurely repreſented to 
by the Scripture, which ſpeaks of 
od's Writing the Two Tables of = 
AW as It Were, with his Fitg ger, 
gl ing, *m to Moſes, ard aqua afriet 
5, "that they. were afterwards broke 
L the Wickednels of hen, who' made 
cy Calf.( aSIf itt en faid, 


t VA 7 wers b broke by \ the Sins. of 

pLFS when hs Law: was, 
we 65 Mi 14s on ' Tables of 
Stone, he = 'em. to Moſes, tg 
ſigaike, that] ES which was, de- 
fac'd. by rhe O cory; Apolt ap He 


be re.impreſs'd on the Mi 
By: the. Preaching of the TI 
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pamgnty chat. tends. juſtific and «cont 


Deb: alle hiry, J/ 
to. ſhew in the > Sequel of his Diſcont we 


& Wor ſhip. to inanjmat 


"HEN. Cie ide; of Ta6ths 1 
try, do's himſelf advance.an'Ar- 


dur. Praftice ,,, When "he Tays 
C3 aſtiafis Can #t think thoſe 30 4 
Goas, which gare made by the Hayd , 
Men, and very often of. ſat 2 2462 
ſt, Hind wallow Ta all manter of 
-Fherefore', endeayourins 


that our. otion of 1194; 28-Worſbip py, 


not. a' Diſcovety | that was own 
the, Sct PLures ; bur That "we. haye- > 
12 common 'with tlie" He rhens,' he 


quotes. a Paſſage in /Hrat/rus to' this 
Effeft, . * Thar they who p77 Divine 
- tures, do 


« juſt as if they ſhou? addreſs and in- 
&, vocate the. Walls.. =" | 
To. this Tanſwer, . F at*fir 

already: rants c 10m 
Notions. of Mo 
originally” implanted in the Minds'of 
Men, we needn't wonder- that Hera- 
clitzs and Ochers, whecher Greeks or 


"Sq 4 


Barbarians, ha E publickly acknow- 


ledg'd 


| Grit gaiol. Collin, 


_— to. the ; World, . that: they. held 


VET; ſams Notion, which. we. main- 


Ag Celſue quotes a Pa 
© thew, that WA lame N 


Ws $34 Heraclitns held, du 
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oe in TA 


we among the. Perſians. ap I A 


Ate A Pallage in Zezo C:tten(is, Who: in 


ba ook calld Nexervia, lays, © That the .. 
x-Building of facely Temples 1s, alto- 
6 gether needleſs, and. indeed ridicus 
1ous,. ligce.. no. Piece. of. hymane Ar- 
' ChiceCture, how. pompous TFver it 
0 , 7 ay be, 15 truly. lacred, and valua- 
Gabe in_th2*Nature of rhe Thing 1 it 
f?. Tis plain, therefore, * that 
Bs praftical otion 15. engrav'd in 
Divine and Legible CRAreESs ON io 
Minds of Ae 5 
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F7? HE N- Calm fays, That, all the 
Power which the Chriſtians' hgd , 
was owing to the Names of certain” Dz- 
mons, and their Invocation of 'em, tho? 
I car't well conceive, what ſhou'd in- 
duce, or ev'a tempt him, tq talk at ſq 
Extravagant a Rate. 
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| kable Occurrences bf his Life. 


1" Giotiole, be obRuily hi 
6" we have, of tom 
out Devils., But this is a mo hte: 
rious Calumny, for the' Power which - 
che 'Chriſtians oF was'not in the leaft 

*Enchantmeants ; bur ro theit 
Wnt the Name of. FESUS, 
and making Mention of-fome remar- 


For' by : theſe, and 'no __ 
Fs Fog Pi boa 
di 'd, E y Yr n 
who Proviouncd NN, Namie, 


Mind, and with a molt liv y. Faith, 
Nay, the Name of FES.US has had 
ſuch Power over Demons, "that fo 
times it has prov'd effeftual, tho? 
nounc'd by very wicked Perſons. : 
this our Saviour ſeems to have a Re- 
ce,..when he ſays, Many ſball ſay 
irthat Day, in thy Name we have 
ut Pevils, and in thy Name have 
any 1 ut \VWorks.. 
And I know not, whether Celſu -n 
omit this Paſſage thro* Ignorance, 
rather thro? a rg nd mak nakiga 
Overſight, © 


Cruare. VII. 


THEN he accuſes our Savioar 
- himſelf, as if he wrought Miracles 
oy Shot. of Magick, and; forefaw, 
that. many other Perſons wow'd, do the 
ſame _ Things, by their Skill ja. that 
Heliſh Art, boaſting that, a Divine 
Dower did. attend 'em, and, for that 
_,yery.:Reaſqn, did exclude %m: from 
the: Number of his Followers and Fa: 
.Fourites. 
..And he- makss Uſe of this. Ar u- 
againſt Borg ”, Boys 25 there 


Wicked Man , wilty.. of. the ſame 
Laalt, which. he. char ET; 9. F7 ke Jf 
he was not. 4 wicked Man,. e544 neither 
did they deſerve 4 Mark of : Tnfam,. wha 
according to his own Confeſſion, [were t0 
do.the ſame Things that be did: bing ol . 
But tho? we ſhow'd grant, that. tis 
difficult for us to, determine. preciſely, 
by what Powet.our Sevior. wrought 
 Iis Miracles ; yer. *tis; v Onohgp = 
the, Chrifian me: T8 _o No Fochant: 
_" N= >> ments p 


.ments, 1x-anailah the Neme of fTES VS, 
and fome Paſſages of the 'Holy Scrip- 
tures "were A kind of Sacred Spell. - 


. 


1 : .C H A P.. VI. 


EN * Cf Frejfictitly and ſe- 
"verely reproaches' the Chriſtians, 
with” 'keepiag their Opinions ſecret. 
4 | To this Yai "That they are 
Ko more*known, and more generally pub- 
= liſh'd, "than the admird Speculations of 
the Philofophers themſelves, ev*n al- 
molt to the utmoſt Limits of the whole 
hy habitable World. - For who, in'a com- 

- parative Sence, is ignorant of our Sa- 
+ a} PE onghd hg nk] and Refurrection, and 

_,_., the 'Day of Judgment, in' which" he 


* will reward the R Ld andpuniſh 
b- : the Wicked, accor to their Works ? 
. "Ant are not many” thouſands 'of the 


| Es vp? worſt of Infidels acquainted with 
-- _—_* [| the Doftrineof the Reſurre&ion, who 
5 Co IE — BR 'all" into. Banter and” Ridicule ? 

=- "that «the Charge was'altogether yn- 
prounded,” and by Confequence unjw 
ut af there be tore Arcana ny ris 1 


"E-SS >. 


pada be demyad; edlae ngl-on Me | 
fame in” Philoſphy.”2 For ev.nthe Phi- 
Joſophers: held: fome-! Opinions which 
they kept more- ſecret; Somecvof 
thiporai's Pupils | rely'd * on his bate 
- Fathority , and” were: latisfy*d with 
an - Ipſe ' azxir ; Others | were © more 
privately: taught, , and inftricted in 
choſe "Things, -which ought. not'to be 
proſtituted to vulgar and unfanctify*d 
Ears.” And / many” Rites inthe iReli- 
gion both of the Greeks, and"Barbariins, 
Volga. from the 'Notice 3 of he 
yo Far. | 


Cuap.. IX.. 


"TIF UT Celjws Sal with "ABun- 
y m4 dance of' Earneftneſs, to * i 
'for them, who laid"'dowa their Live 
in Confirmation ''of 'the Chriftian Faith 
*when' he ſays, I wow'd not perſwade an 
one to renounce bjs Religion, by reaſon 
the © Dangers t9- which it may expo 
. him; nor wou'd T have him en ſetin+ 0 
leve it i where he tacitly condemns 
ab thein, who are "Chriſtians in” their 
n 5 = and yet Prey —_— 


Nerg 


Is 


is. Book;; ;q Tn Frm a, woods. Fol- 
lower of the admir'd Epicariss, but-here, 
that his Acculation _—y the-more 
fible N embles his 
Opinions, and ſeems to hold, that: there 
s in wg beſides his Body, which.is 
material and earthly, another and 
much aobler Subſtance, . that has- an 
y. with God hiraſelE and ſays, 
' they, who have Souls daly diſpos'd, 
, 4s far as the Frailty of their +7 © 
wed aamit, aſpire to 4 ger gy of the 
Nature of God, to which they are ſo nearly. 
allfd, and are never more highly pleas d, 
than when they ave je onably x4; ſolidly 
entertain'd”.; th ; Die) es toucerning the 
Saupream ' le Mijeſty both of 
Earth and 'Heawn. 
_ Obſerve, a bogs before he ſaid, ; 
wor dr't p6eb3,. . wade ay one 10 han 


Religion, | by reaſon. of the Da "Fo 
hic Te S , nor mow þ * 

have hins eun ſeem ro leave, 16 

Fa he's gro(] y.. guilty of the. 1 
ault Ha Ele which, he ſeyerely.con- 
demans. in others... be new yer 


if he had. rafelp'l 
RY, oy Epicurean + 20 nag : 


by ten wou'd. be little regards 
=, OT; _ in R008 HO. you 


| nevi ve 
of - as Principe | 
known to hold.” wi og 
By: the Way: Pin informid!, "thert 
have been two Perſons, who went by 
the Name of Celſus, and both' of *em. 
were Philoſophers of the Epicarean Sec? ; | 
One: who liv'd in the Reign of the Bm- 

- Nevo, and another, who liv*d'in 
rhe Reign 'of the Emperor Hadrian, 
and fome "Time after. The latter of 
theſe is the Perſon, with whom T+ um 
at” prefect concern'd. 


I 


Cuar. A.. 


'ND he continues! his' Ditoork 
" and adviſes us 9 ##brace no:Op 
Tons,” butt under the ora fps 7 
Reaſon, on the Atcount of the 


iu he 
_ x ly 


Errors fo which 


Fc eat 
For 


14 OB 
r ok Nr Days 


bs: þ4 Sx « 
IO 'Y 


Toh 


W ignorangjcou'd 
turn 4 wind: dE wen arg as 
their bobs Fan +1 WM. direct: 
Sa;ihe po very lame” Linng-1was 
knowan-to;'be the comman Fxattice of 
the Chriſtians...: SAM 40 44900'+ 

| Some: of ? ems: Jays: he, neither: 4, "Dur 
| ning what it -wagithat they Waals oe ,710Y 
_ eating to be examina; wou'd wſe this ox- 
preſſion; \don't examine. into. Matters, bit 
beliewe;" and\thy Faith will infallibly ſave 
theej aud wou'd frequently Jay with au 
Air of affetted Grawity, that the, Wiſdom 
of this World is very dangerous, and miſ- 
chievons, but Folly is 4 moſt admirable and 
| aſeful Thing. © , , 

'To 2k I anſwer, that if all Men 
cou'd — leaye the. Concerns 
of Life, and had Leiſure £: Inclina- 
_ to bend their Minds to aa Study 

WAPPHy- 1, Row'd bearply 
might. become a. 

Pe rhe ; (19 og ode 

to na Ke wp & lus Compal 1 


liver, and propos'd with the Saottio: 
vf & 138; 2 ATC, not more 48Vo lved,. and 


jp os attended 


"A atk x R 
I TREATED II” FREIE » q 
X JF we by bd Ge "Y fe 
7+ F do# AMTY 
” 
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attended with greater" 'Qbſcurity; than 
| many” ofithe Opinions which are -ad+ 
_ vaiie d-and maitiain'd-by the: Phitoſo- 


phets themſelyes.'Bur it! the Method 


whieh:: Oe. _— and before 
recomm impratticable, =— 
by*Reaſon of Men's:natoral Lngacy 
ties;' who,” for the: Part; -are-very 
unfic"to -apply- their-Minds to Learn- 
iogy and- partly 'by Reaſon of-the +06- 

_— 4 unavoidable Cares which 
attend Humane Life, what better 
cowdany one have/contriv*d,andtak'a; 


ward" Circumſtances: of- the comman 
People, than that which our! Bleſſed S4- 
viour took, for the Converſion of: a 
degenerate World? And as for the vaſt 
Numbers of Perſons, who have. lefr 
thoſe horrid Debaiicheries; 1n 
they formerly wallow*d, and have pro- 
feſs'd to embrace the, Chrittian Religion, 
T ask, which of the two Methods con- 


duces moſt to their -Advantage, and 


has the; maſt ouurad.« and remarks 


gers,: Fes a-Senſe Xt ay New gr ie 
vous Torments , which the jult G0 

will be, as it were,. .conſtrain'd. [e's in- 
fi&/-upon the- wicked, and. of that 


_ bright od maſly.Crown,, which waits |. 


= far the Rightcous ,- and which i 
| WI 


Ainſs EGrjfed | "i 


*=Y 
more” ſuited to the: Geaius,. hm ein . 
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od therefore , in 
A o the World, 


ar, 'in'""accom- 


ances Gp Humane Life', that' ſo the 
Goſpel might” be of more general 
Advamis / tothe World, and this is 

none' of the leaff Powerful Arguments, 
to prove chat" our Bleſſed Saviony had 


their ARtons to ths the pling of « him, 
and £o'uſe their wimoſt teſt they 
-incur his" juſt aid | / Diſpleaſure, 
-by Thought,” Word, 'or Deed';" and 
-Firice* our %A verſaries ace continually 
making ſuch @' Stir, about 6ur taking 
'Things on Truſt, /T 'an{wer, that ' we 
who ee plainly, and have found the 
-valt/ Advantage, © that the' common. 
Sort 'of People do manifefly,” 'and fre- 

quently reap” thereby, who" make up | 
by far the greater Number, | I ay. | 
We, 'who are {o-well advis'd' of theſe > 
"Things, do profeſſedly teach! #hews to 
believe, wihohe # ſevere Examination, 
who: can't negle&'.their worldly Bu- 
Va, long: ai ea Enquiries ies che 
mike long aid exa /Fnto-t 

Grounds of our! Holy Religion. 


 that:he > has op 
ferhod 7 For he d0%sr 


jo = dS 0 18x Mich 2h 
fog range (0; Epicurean Philo 


er, ala 1 B40. For. 'tis -by a 
X| png ot winch-R 
,or nat. at Fi congern'd, - tha he [Pre 
fercnge. 1s frequently given to. the, S19/ 
Philologbys tor Inſtance, and. the. 
ronich,18 defſpis'd, An le ublime 
than.-the - ; nd the. L” ripatetich,. AS 


{  giving:$00, pony: .an-Indu ance to. [7 


| mane Frailty,, and, ure 
thay. any. PEN 
be . truly;good, which. ; 
but. yery-. unjuſtly, re 


And ithere- are- mt who 4X as | 


it WEI&y” .thunder- ruck, 

mcgejeg. of an, over-ruling. Providen 
by reaſog- of. its. unequal Pilnbugn 

| of 


4 awd aw Ai<ca R9V}== 


: 
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GOD over all, and our Bleſſed Saviour, 
who teaches, that this God «/oxe is to 
be worſhipp'd, and that we ſhou'd 
raiſe our Minds above thoſe Things, 
Which can hardly be faid to have: a 
true Exiſtence, or at beſt are very im- 
proper Objeas of Divine Adoration ? 


?Tis-true, that only one, who makes 


Uſe of Reaſor and: jevere Study in exa- 
mining the Principles he holds, is ca- 
_ pable ofebuilding his Faith on rational 
Demonſtration. 
_ But fiance we are forc'd to take 
many Things on Truſt, ev'n in the 
moſt common and neceſſary Afﬀairs of 
Humane Life, is it not highly agree- 
able to the DiCtates of ſolid Reaſon, 
that we ſhou'd immediately and firmly 
believe in God, and in him alone ? 
Who is there that goes by Sea, marries, 
performs the Conjugal AQ, or ſow, 
his 
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' his Grounl 
tho” nothitte 15 more common t. 
' tnieet- with gr afd great 
ments? 

And if in our ordinary and. daily 
* Concerns, | we. ovetlook the uncertain 
Events of 'Things, and are'encourag'd 
by the p caſing Proſpet whigh our 
'Fairh atid Hope do already ive 0s, 
how -much more Reafon'is there for 
'one, who puts his Truſt in God, to ex- 
pet the deſn*d Succeſs of any impor- 


rant Action, than there is for ohe who' 


goes by Sea, or is employ*'d in any 
| worldly Aﬀair, I fay, how much more 
Reafon is there for ſuch a One, to 
place his entire Confidence in God, 
the glorious Creator of the ſpacious 
Univerſe, and in our Bleſſed Saviour, 
who in' his infinite Wiſdom, thou i 
it fit to recommend” his excellent 

arine to the whole habitable World, 
by - ſuffering for - Mankind Hot © only 
cruel Perſecutions; but alſo a Death, 
which in ſome Sence, was highly *ig- 


nominious, aad by his own moſt He- 
_ roick Example, at once tanght and 


encouragd the. firſt Publiſhers of the 
Golpel- boldly to encounter the' great- 


eſt Difficulries,.and the moſt apparent | 
hey 


Dangers, 'if * might but be honou- 


rably and Bir! roffrumenc to fave. 
precious and - unmortal Souls. 


CHHP. 


d, that will not oj thee, 


Crae. XIL | 


T*'HEN Cel fays, If they will re 
. A tarn 4 ſolid: Anſwer to: ſome perti> 
went Queſtions, which I ſhall | fairly pro» 
poſe to *em '( not as if 1 were «nac- 
Juainted with the - Opinions,' which they 
Jold 4 but becauſe I love to cheriſh the 
tender Concern, which I naturally have 
for the Good. of Mankind in' general ) 
twill be wery well, But if "they refuſe 
$0. comply: with this Pp reaſonable, and 
highly neceſſary Requeſt which. 1' make to. 
em, and run into their Common Cant, 
.and ſa3, Don't examine into Matters, 
but believe; ſare *is fit at leaſt, that 
they ſbhowd be ſo civil, as to tell me what 
Notions they advance, and whence their 
Original was deriv'd. 
-.. To. which I anſwer , that. thoſe 
.Words, Not: as if 1 were anacquainted 
with the Opinions which | they hold. ; © 
-do not 2 little favour of. his | uſual 
-Preſumption. 
-. For if 'he had read the. Prophets , 
- Which are full. of very obſcure Hiats, 
. myſtical Repreſentations, and Expreſ- 
{Gions, that every One dow't eaſily,” or 
EDT, | = per- 


had pur himſelf'in aCapacity '6f fin- 


"the Chriſtians hold: 
"ſelves, whoſe i conſtant, laborious; 'and 


"converſant -with thoſe ſacred Writi 
_ do's dare'to ralk with ſuch: an 'Air of 


- People, who were norſenfible, that in- 
[deed they. knew 'nothiogat all, and 'm 


IS I, NIE WE 


Origen againſt Celſas, 
pris ney underſtand”, and if 
e had carefully, and candidly read 

the [Parables, . that are. ſcattered. up 


and down in the Goſpels, and thoſe 
Parts ; 
Jewiſh Law /and Hiſtory, 
'1ng read the Writings of the Apoſtles 


of Scripture, which contain the 


without'a TinQure of Prejudice, he 


derſtanding- their (genuine Meaning , 
-and full Deſign , he wou'dit,, with 
ſuch an Air of Confidence , | have 
'boaſted'," that- -he- was perſealy -ac- 
quainted: with-all the Opinions which 


For :no Divine, ev*n among our 


almoſt--entire Employmeat*it i3y\to be 


= o 


tings, 


Vanity. »Nor:do any of usiprerendito 


'a perte&t Acquaintance with the Opi- 


:nions -of + Plars, Ariſtotle, \Epiturins, or 


'the Srorcks, when 'ev?a they,” who'have 


undertaF”n to interprer'the-Wrirings'df 


. theſe. farmous Philoſophers, ''#te fo un- 


- happy: as-to- differ amons themſelves, 

and quarrel "with cach other. - + 
Bur perhaps'Celſus might borrow this 

boid Expreſſion trom totne/ ignorant 


apc to think, that *theſe-were the pro- 
Is 398 found 
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' rians, Indians, and all other Nations | 


. with ſignificant, but yery myſterious | 
_ Ceremonies. OUR LRR&ET-: 7 
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found DoQtors, if the Truth was known, 
to whom he's indebted for that compre- 
henſive Knowledge, of which he makes 
his Boaſ\t. : 
And tp,me, he ſeems to dg juſt like 
one, who travelling-into Fyypt ( where 
the learned Clergy talk very Philo- N 
ſophically Cong their ſacred Rites, | 
but the common People are wonder- 
folly pleag'd with hearing ſome dark 
Fables related to %em, the rational Ac- | 
count of which: they domc/in' the leaſt 


 phderſtand/) do's rey erwopga 


zmagine, that he's pertetly acquainted 
with the Learaing and Religion of the 
Fries, "tho? he never convers'd in 
a familiar manner, with any of their 
Priefts or with any Perſons that, ex- 
plain'd to him what is ſigaify*d by 


what I have faid of the 


ay well be-1aid of the. 


their myſterious ihe Remo And 


that veil their Religion, as it were, 
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U.T fince Celſus has laid this 

| down as. one of the Maxims: of 

the Chriſtizns,, that the Wiſdom of 
this World 1s very dangerous and. mil 
chievous:; but Folly is a moſt admi- 
rable and. uſeful Thing : I anſwer, he 

, don't fairly repreſeat the Words. of 

the: Apoſtle Paz/, which run after the Il” 

| Cor. ii; following. Manner, ' If any Man among . 
V. v8. you ſeems to be, wiſe in this World, let 
him become. a Fool that he may he wife, 
for the Wiſdom of this World iu Fooliſh» 
'neſs with God. ol Zr 
 - He dow ſimply fay, that Wiſdom 
 & Fooliſhneſs with God, but prudently 
confines his Diſcourſe to the: Wiſdom of 
' this World, and don't ſimply fay, Itany 
{an among you ſeems to be wiſe, let 
him immediately become a Fool ; but If 
any Man among yau ſeems to be wiſe in 
this World, let him become a Fool, that 

he may be wife. 1 Ws 


| By the Wiſdom of this World, T un- 
. derftand that vain Philoſophy, in a com- 
- parative Sence, which the Scripture 
__ 


do's fo ) Folly, fo'fr vently, ant fy ſe- 
_ verely;condemn;.... 4 ah, 
moſt admirable apd uſeful T hong, not. 0.x 
ſtrictly conliderd, . but in this.lim ited - 
Sence, when. Perſon becomes. a Fool 
in. the Eſteem of this vain £09. EP: 
NErate World. ” 


REED t of "is Soul, 
T PE ok, its ale. tion. 
I - wot; Roe nloas.” . Pope - 
that is, they are. ſuch in the Judgment 
of: the S:0icks, who-endeavour.toovery 
throw ,it, and of the Peripateticks,..v 
* gnfulc over. Plato, jay if he: were a M 
a; and of the Epicareans, who  Ie- 
. proach them that. believe a God, ALE; 
an. Over-ruling Providence, as. 

the unhappy Authors of all the wil 
Superſtition, that was ever broughs 
1ato. the World. 

And if there were Occaſion, I cou'd 
make it appear, © that tho* *cis much 
better' for them, who have Opportu- 
nity, and Capacity, ta build their Faith 
on rational and conyincing Argent, 
than to take Things on Trult ; 

. our Blefſed Saviour wou'd have Perſo bon 

of mean Capacities, and under ſome. 
. peculiar Circumſtances, to believe with. 
out 4 ſevere Examination, ſince other- 


yiſe we can't uppo's that the Goſpel 
E 4 wou'd 


f any Advantage to *em. 
i chi Row, > Words, After that in the 
V, 21. jew. of God, the: World, by Wiſaom 
| knew not God , # plear'd God by the 
# kph of Preaching ro ſave tha that 
JETEes 
Hence it is plain, that in the Wiſdom 
of God the World ought to have known 
him, and becauſe they fo groſly faiPd 
herein ,; it 'pleas'd God to fave them 
who believe in the fore-mention'd Way, 
vis." By the Preaching of a DoQrine, 
which "was Fooliſhneſs in the Judg- 
- wetits of maiiy thouſands, ev*n of ju- 
dicious and learned Perſoas. St. Paul 
tnſelf was not ignorant of this, when 
he us'd theſe Words, We preac rok 
Fark i'd, 50 the Jews 4 Stun 
t, Ware to the Greeks Fools 
but 'r0'thems y' believe, both 'S 
Grecks, the W 


6). Cup. NIV" 


"A ND fince Celſus has reckon'd up 
["Y ſeveral ' Nations who. agree in 
their Opinions, and (I know not for 
what \Reafo ) leaves out the Jews, 
as if rhey held none, that did bear 
the leaft Reſemblance with thoſe which 


" the reſt of the World maintain'd, I . 
wau'd ask him, why he believes the 
iv 


- Accqunts which ate gi 
rians, both among 1 anc 
barians, and disbelieves what is fre- 
ently, and credibly related in the 
Forifall other Hiſtorians have giv'a 

a faithful Account of. the Antiquities 
of the ſeveral Nations from which they 


ſprung, why ſhou'd the Jewiſh Writers 


| be the only Perſons in the World 


ſuſpe&ed of groſs Deceit ? And if 


| Moſes and the Prophets have ſaid many 
Things in Favour of the Fews, may not 


the very ſameThing be charg*d upon all 
or far.the greateſt Part of prophane Hi- 


ſtorians: Muſt we give Credit to the 


Annals of the Egyprians, which repre- 
$4 44 * 7 1538 & 2 4 PLE 3 Shen 2 all 


a by the Hiſto» , 
Ghz; and Bar- 


O_o 


70 ook ſay againſt the Egyptians, vis. That 


F 


| Sence, 


P Wy OE that all that the 
they treated *em in a moſt barbarous 
Manner, and for that. Reaſon were 
juſtly and/ſgverely guniſhd 'hy God, 
5 a ridiculous Fable ? I might: ſay the 
ſame Thing of the Aſhriens, who, if 
we may belieye their own Hiſtoriaps, 


were anciently engag*d in long ; uþ 


bloody Wars with; _ of the. 
perhaps I ſhou'd be thought to. ek 


Nation. . And the 7 Writers .( 


trom Prejudice, if I ſhowd call *e 


Prophets ) make- frequent Meation' "of 
their Wars with « Vans. 
See therefore, hoy Cel ws is led aſide 
char Prejudicy which he's fo ready. to 
'E es with, when he readily 
belies ieves. ſome Nations to he extreamly 


wiſe, and highly 'efteems- their: Hiſto- 


ries, as being. cn entirely anthentick,: and | 
cONnen ſe. of "other Nations as 
being: falſe, and Yoid &y n of cpanoy 


= CHAP. XV. | G3 


_..... Obſerve his Words, "I 
"T IS an Opinion, ſays he, thats 
generally receiu'd by the Antients, 
in which not only ſome few wiſe Men, 
but entire Nations, and thoſe not a little 
remarkable for Sence and. Learning, have 
. readily and unanimouſly agreed. wo 
He: took ſpecial . Care. not to reckon 


- 


the Jews amon | 
the World, as if they were vaſtly infe- 


rior in reſpe& of Wiſdom. to the Egyp-. 
FA DD 


tians, Aſſyrians, Indians, Perſians, O 
sS nh res and the Font, T2 
But how much do's Numenine the 
Pythagorean deſerve to be prefer'd be- 
fore hn who has made his Name 
immortal by his uncommon Eloquence 
has tak'n ftuch Care in his impartial 
Enquiries into Truth, and heap'd up 
ſo many good Authorities to coafirm 


his excellent and elaborate Notions ? 
This learned Author in -his Book =%e? 
Teye3%; {ſpeaking of thoſe Nations, that 
held God to be incorporeal, has:rec- 
He. alſq 


makes 


kon'd the Jews among em. 


4+ sf 


the wiſe Nations of - 


nm nn nts er ren 


i - 
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makes mention of ſome Paſſages in 
the Writings of the Prophets, which 
he takes in an Allegorical Sence. 
*Tis reported alſo, that Hermippus 
in his firſt k eg reo3e7@vaCquaints 
us, that Pythagoras borrow'd - his Phi- 
lolophy from the Fews, and taught it 
to the Greeks, and there. is extant 
| iftory of the Fews, wherein 
he do's fo highly commend the Wiſdom 
of that People, that Herennius Philo in 
2 Book, that he has writ concerning 
*em, ſeems inclin'd to think it ſpurious, 
and afterwards ſays, that if it be really 
genuine, 'tis probahle, he was inwardly 
a Convert to the Religion which they 
profels. | 5g 


Le ett kd 


But T wonder in my Heart how it 


comes to pals, that Celſus ſhou*d reckon 
up the Oary/e, Samathracians, Eleuſinii, 
and Hyperbor?z, as being famous at once 
for their Wiſdom, and Antiquity, and 
make no mention of the Fews, Pr the 
Egyptians, Phanicians, and Greeks, do 
by their own Hiſtory, give ſufficient 
and ample Teſtimony to the Antiquity 
of thac People, which, I thought, *twas 
needleſs for me to produce. For any 
one, that reads Foſephus*s two Books 
of the Jewiſh Antiquities, may ſce there 
a long Catalogue of Authors, who 
confirm the Truth of this Matter by 
their concurring Teſtimony. And m_— 
LES Bag 


| vroen - Cells: 
FOR writ afier him. ts made a learned 
Dironte avainft the Gepriles, wherein 
es abtadance of Ng who 

bob whit & concerning the Awtiquity of 

the Jews, atid of Moſes in particular. 

a: his Celſus. Teeriis to me 10 talk 

$ extravagant Rate, rather rom 


= go py Marry out Mr Fea 
n Ore C 
Gita na © ich hag Þ ds 
Aeon) wit] Rk of the gs 
Nat) -on the Account of its Or- 
Tioab hich he ſuppoſes | to. be late 
mean. And he fays, that the 
 Galat#ophagi of Homer, the Druids of | 
'the Gals, atid the Gere ( who-agreed 
with the. Jews in ſone Opinions, but 
have 1105 /ritings extant, that I know 
of) are remarkable for their Wiſdom 
and Antiquity. Bur 'he levels all his 
[Malice at the Jews, and will neither 
allow em "to be wiſe nor "ancient. -, 
"Then giving us a Catalogue of wiſe 
and-ancient Perſons, who were uſeful 
to-their Contemporaries by their bright 
Example, and to Poſterity by their ad- 
mirable Writings., he has purpoſely 
left Moſes out of the Number of Mea 
remarkable for - their Wiſdom , tho? 
Linus, who is put at the Head of? em, 
Thas' ft behiad him no Laws, nor 
Books, for the Regulation of _ So- 
cieties, or Reformation, of Manners , 
| whereas 


4 

- Gaw Ni 
whereas Moſes's Laws are. Ailigetuty 
obſerv'd by an entire and "populous 
Nation, fd whoſe Means hey have 
been diffus'd, almoſt chro? the "whole 
habitable World. 
"Take Notice therefote, of the unac- 
countable Malice by which Celſas is 
ated, who fays nothing of Mefes, but 
mentions Lins, Muſews, Orpheus, Phe- 
'7ecyaes, on if the Perſian, and Pytha- 
2oras, with abundance of Honour, as 
ha ig giv'n. wiſe and wholeſom Pre- 
cepts 'ro Mankind, and takn prudent 
and due Care to. tranſmit *xm to Poſte- 
Tity by their Writings, which ate ex- 
"tant at this very Day. 
And I ſuppoſe, he oſign odly  6mitted 


to ſpeak of the ridiculous Fab es ( eſpe- 
cially in the Writings -of Orpbes ) ) 
Which attribute humane, and ev*n ex- 
orbitant Paſſions to their pretended 
Deities. 
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# | HEN he finds great Fault with - 
the Moſaica! Hiftory, and can't 
bear, by any Means, that it ſhou'd 
. "be tak*a in an. Allegorical Seace, But 
one might ask this mighty Man ( who 
calls his Book by the Name of .4 Trae 
Relation ) how it comes to pals, that 
he's able to diſcover the moſt pro- 
found Myſteries in the ſtrange Acci- 
derits, Which - according -to his own 
admir'd Poers aad Philoſophers, have 
befalPn his Gods and Goddeſſes, which 
have been polluted with Inceft, have 
contended with their Fathers and made 
**:m_ Exnuchs, and done many immo- 
deft Attions of the like Nature ( which 
might be meantion'd, if Occaſion of- 
fer'd ) but when Moſes don't ſay any 

Thing that is comparable to' this, of 
the, great God whom he ador'd, or 
of the Angels, or of Men ( for he don't 
repreſent evn them, as making ſuch 
a bold Attempt as that of Saturr 
_ againſt his Father, or that of Jupiter 
againſt Saturn, or that of the Inceſt, 
| which 


G P f p T2. £ 4 mw i, f : 't a 
« Gs k = < bi Dt * — 4 | 4 - | = 
EE I®O1S I HOIEP W399" VI OWTITT 
| & ® { | , 
which - the Father of the Gods and 


Hive 4 C art 


who may Fart his Gauſs? 


: Laws which Moſes gave to .the | 


Mea committed with his Daughter ) 
Cel treats ev'n the famous Lawgiver 
of the Fews, as a notorious and rg 
Impoſtor, and takes the People, who 
are goverid by his.Laws: toibe weak, 
and extreamly credulous. Here he 
ſeems to me to act like Thraſymachus 
in Pl/2s, who will got ſuffer Socrgtes 
to ſtate 'his Notion of Juſtice, but lays, 
bow you [e, that Expediency, 
or Decency, or any ſuch Thing ts Fuſti F 
For  reproaching , as. he thinks, 
Moſeick Hiſtory, and. blaming ( 
ſeverely, who take it in an Alle orical 


Sence, tho” he ARIES. that of 


the. two they are . paud onable, 

than they who nearly pret_ 1t.; 

and. havin . ford. His. Accu ati9n :to 

his Miad, he wou'd deny us the.juſt 

Liberty of . making, our own A fe 
But WE dons ohs 


7h Ie 

Autlior-a LU Cs. n may; .ad- 

ls | aur Ives ne. [Ter K-19 
lowing Manaer y. Sir, be: pleas" 

to produce the Poems which, were writ 


by Lin, Maſems and Orphens, . an 
the Hiſtory L db 
Pherecydes, at, compare %m with .t 


Nation-.;, Examine . which h have 


greateſt , and moſt . general Influence 
| on 


» 


* Webedialt” Arthdlz Sek Fo 
| reckon'd up, had oF 
Effet, eſpecially t bn the cor 
| Tiles; lccord ding to your GErCAi EA 
they were deſigd for them, 'w bo me 
pable "of  underitanditig -* Alegoic 
$i; Fo Tis, acted” lie” Dea 
Wray Ns ro 
kil ine Ora? ik hid 
*vſc' of Expreſſions that” FEPHang diffe= 
rent*Sences, "neither giving * the" Ts 
among the Jews a Handle ja the 
Irregularity 1a their Morals, nor want- 
ing Matter for the ſublime Specula- 
tions of thoſe who are more judicious; 
vowed. and WE afels EIT 
And 4 £8, onie t the 
Works: 9 #6 MG, with Ws their 
Wiſdom, are preſerv'd, what Service 
Toever they might do the Publick, 
'Biit che 'Books' bf Moſes ' have prevail” 
with them';”- whoſe Opinions and 
'Cuſtomns; ate vaſtly different from thoſe 
Which obtain among the Jews N4- 
*zion;” to believe, that rvg to the 
'Accotiat he gives, the Laws which*are 
eontain'd'tin erm; Were giv him by 
«the great "God bimſelf;'"the glorious 
Creator of the ſpacious Univer e  Fot 
Was" agreeable ro the Diftares of his 
infinite Wafdorr, that fince*it was [its 


Wal to give Laws to the World, they 
& F ſhou” a 
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: with." om «rhe Forco | 
Irhour which hich *rwas, 1 1m- 


& » LR Ly RG At TOY 
what has an immediate Re mona to.0ur 


'Blefed Saviour. but cont gy. ſelf 
with what eo 0. Moſes Fol 
he came; infinitel! Ps 


c ES þ== ec 
- Exe I AAP Heroes, 
ot Poers, Hi MAE”, , or Phila 
wo 


PS CH AP: XVIE. 
_ : 
"HEN. Celſas being; ack, and 


ev'n  eager,..to.. calt an oblique. 
Reflection. upon the, Account, which 
Moſes 'gives of the C Lon of the. 
Aquinas according ro whom. it. wants- 
a great Deal of the Duration of Ten 
thouſand Years, diſcovers himſelf, tho? 
he do's what he can, at the fame. time, 
ta conceal, or. diſſemble | his Opinion, 
ro be one of them, who hold the Exer- 
git Eg tie Material Hor 


Avty: 


”'Atiy judicious Perſon may'Jur 
Si afer this from rhat Pail 4 
"There have been, fays he, in's RC 
Fe World, many Conflagrativns, and 
Inzndations, the” laſt of which was Deu- 
Ci lion's Flood, and that is of 720 early | 
"Date. 
" Let him. the refore, eſ peciatly. ikke 

; he blames the Chriſtians, for noe-build- 
ing their Faith on rational and fol:d 
"Grounds, acquaint me, what' Demon- 
#ſrative Arguments do of Ify in- 
"Jace him to believe, that There Have 
been ſeveral Configpy ations and Inundations, 
#nd that Deucalion's was the lateſt Flood, 

and Phacton's Conflagration the lateſt 
that/'has ever happen nd. ' And it he 
fefers"me to Pleto's Dialogues concern- - 
ing/ thoſe Matters, T ſhall return him 
the following Anſwer, that” we have 
Reaſon 'to believe, that the tram 
and Tefrg'd Soul of Moſes, which was 
raisd' above all ſenfible; Objotts, ang: all 
cteated' Beings, and had irs entire and 
fire Dependance upon God, was Ald 
with the Holy Spirit, who enabPd him 
to' ſet Divine, Truths in a much clzarer 
Lishit than Plato, or any of thy ancieat 
Sages, whether Greeks or Barbartons. 
_ ; But perhaps he may demand of us, 
what” Tational Grourds we have for 
fſuch"a- Belief as- this: If- fo, gt hin 
firſt giye us his Reaſons for: the Opi- 
F 2 13 71013 


Mm nitration, -agd then, 1:1 un { 

| or oo ſopn.be.acquainted, 
Grounds, on *which, Wy ts 

\this Afﬀair.. is. built, . tho? I; canjr.1but 

take Notice, that forely ogy is 


Will, he. confeiv4. the.'Worid was of | 
a Not E: pot! U - hos 


"5E - Tens mw 
#0. bar. in,vOblivieu,. many 
6 Evours *: ons. HIRE An- 


#19411 | "Ft I ns, 
«61 Bu; "him, Has leaſch,  ſupps rt 
his. fabu Yous. Accou wn of Coalhg CN 
and Iau tions, Þ yh "Au Fity of 
the, 3 ties: Dog: be eh 10,. in hi his:Opi- 
non, were: the Men that. were 
ever, born, into the 1, ſome-Foot- 
ſteps..0 whoſe ,profo "Wi dom; may 
be. ſeen. an. & projoys. -Divine, Wor- 
ſhip, to the , Brutggl themlelyes , 
and jan Fe h Be? þ EUMGnth,: - which 
they. bry "8. 0 Jul y.. and. recommend 
the: Sur lical Rites, . that are made 


ule, * in -the* REvicrox MM; heir 
Country. 

The Eoyptians forſooth, who endea- 
Vour .t9 give ſome: Colour of Reaſon 
for Onur m vital ——— by # ehvir | 

heo- 


Theological Speculations, muſt 'paſs 
for Men of moſt admirable Wiſdom, 


but. one, who in Obfervance of the. 


ewiſh Law, refers every Thing to the 
a þ ed" GO Dy of whom, and;bro\ whom, 
and ta whom are all Things ,' is more 
ignorant (if we may give any heed 
to. Celſs; /and "Men of his 71 y 
Principles,) than)they,' who dogit only 
diſbogour, the Deitz;a by. paywgidivine, 
Adoration to. Creatures eady/, ith; 
Reaſqn,  but.ey*n by paying't.tout ole. 
which.are inqgimate,. under a-Pretence; 
of!I know, not. what. imaginary-Tranſ- 
migration 01 the-Sout, which they maker 
$0. deſcedd from {Heav'n ,; and. paſs: 


into: the -Bruirs, -ev2a-into thaſ& of, *m,.: . 


which are of the moſt ſavage. and. cruel. 
Diſpoſition. adtro ts; Thea. | © 


« & *% rF 7% 


- 


*tAndit ſeems the Egypriars,, whohude- 
their:-Religion , under.,the facred;, Veil 
of ſignificant, but, obſcure Figuresz do, 
challenge fromus.the prafoundeſt,Re4 
verence, but . Moſes. forfooth, who .has 
writ a faithful and uſeful; Hiſtory of 
the Fewjſp Nation, and leit *eny whol- 
ſome:Laws for. the Regulation of: their 
Condu&, both in 'a private /and pub. 
lick; Capacity, has. only,; inthe; Judg- 
ment: of Ce/ſas:,,; and the Epicareaps.,, 
amus'd *em with, empty and. ridiculous 
Fables, that will not admit, ey/n of an 


Allegorical Interpretation. 
(Pay * on OY [”) Ds 
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Cnar. XVIL- 


HEN he ſays, That Moſes hav- 

ing borrow'd his Opinions from this 
wile and: eloquent People y meaning the 
Egyptians, 'p0t himſelf" a prodigious and 
renactountable Name. To which I an- 
ſwer, that *tis no Wonder at all, if 
Mofes borrow*'d ſome Notions from the' 
Wiſe Men that liv'd in Egypr before 
him, and introduc'd *tm, with ſome 
little Diffefence, or great Improvement 
2mong his Country-men the Fews. 

And without all doubt he deſerves 
to be blam'd ſeverely, if he has ad- 
vanc'd ſuch Notions as bear neither 
the CharaRers of Truth, nor Wiſdom 
bur if he has embrac'd and taught thoſe 
Opinions, which, according to Celſws's 
own 'Confeſſion, are both true, and 
"wiſe ; I cart conceive that he has done 
_ any Thing, whereby he might juſtly 
"mcttr"His Cenſure. = 

I wiſh, with all my Heart, that Epi- 
ewrus, ant Ariſtotle, who do's not fo 
directiy, and fo grofly deny an over- 


.fuling Providence as the other do's, * 


4 fay, I wiſh, with all my Heart, that 
= they 


' the who hold that 
Gods corporeal, had-been-inftructed 
fn thit Heav'oly Doftrine, thar was 
'  Geliverd*by Mofes, that 'the World. 
mi 
with Authors that abſolutely” deny a 


Providence, or confine it within very - 


narrow Bounds, or introduce a corpo- 
real and corruptible Principle, info- 
much that the Sro/#ks hold God him-- 
ſelf to be nothing* more-than Matrer, 
and are not aſham'd to acknowledge 
that he undergoes the various Changes 
to which Bodies are ſubjeR, or that if 
. he is (© happy as to be iacorruprible, 
' *tis: for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 
there's no Obje& from without, thac 
has any. Power to corrupt him. | 
- But the Fewiſb and Ciy/tian DoQtine, 
which preſerve the pure Narureand Im- 
minability of God inviolable; iseſfteem*d 
an” + y Celſas, becauſe 'rismoit d1-' 
rectly repugnant to thoſe extravagant 


Notions, which greatly derogate trom: - 


the | jafinite Honour, that is due.to 
the Supream and Adorable "Majeſty, 
and teaches us when we adtreſs "the 


_ 


hr not ſo'tmuch abound, as it do's, 


87 


Ku + " 4, "7 £ . > 4 
*F- LOVE". ., $4 bo v4 _ ET. j Y \ Ch 
x FOES SY TE / at en 6 7 OWLS 7 © OR 9. £55 - FRI 5 
fv % 47 of 8" Wo Tp £57. Ee. 2 bs og "4p" Es SNSE 2 Xe p " - 
: a _ F 7 »F3 
ſe < * -" IJ 3+ 
o . 
k- 3 
- 
- ol . 
t - "m : Ba 4 EF 
lb « Fa 
: * * 
# 
* & 


Throne of Grace, to ſay, Lora, thou 72. ci. 
art always the ſame, and repreſents "- *7- 
God acquainting us, that he never 
changes. | 


Thea 


F 4 


* E. 


349 -# > n, 
oe 


ſelf, and, this eminently-virtuous, 
holy Man, | fi. 
_*,, For?tis on. this Account. they per- 
form; their . Magical Operations 10 the 
: Name of The God of Abrabam, tho':they | 
X _ are far from knowing who this Abraham 
: was. The ſame may be faid of 1ſaxc, 
7 Jacob, or Jjrael, which, tho? they are 
ih 'Hebrew Names, are frequently made uſe - 


of by. the Eg1ptizs themſelves, who 
ptgtend they 'can_ do iprodigious, and 
, £v.2 miraculous Things. by ;xhe Help 


> mf vs : AT 
; Or Mazich,.. t. 
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: But "ris. nat-! _ Buſineſs atspres 
A togive/any tartlier- Account -of 
| 10n,' which began . at1dbras 
| ; oak was aboliſh'd wth our Bleſſac 
Sevibun,, v | 
Twill be more to m' Purpoſes 66 
anſwer the ſevere: Accuſations; which 
Celſus\ brings againſt the: Jewiſh 'Reli-' 
gion in general, who thinks he.gains - 
Point, and effectually overthrows | 
Chriſtianity , if he can /but make a 
ſucceſsful Attempt againſt. the Jewiſh 
Syſtem, on: which the 'DoQrine: of or 
Saviour ,1s acknowledg'd to wn m—_y 
widently mand 12 | 
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HEN he ſays, That 4 Company” 
-. of Men, that look'd after Sheep, a#d 
(roats,being left to the Condatt of: Moſes, 
were ſo grofly deceiv'd by him, that he eds 
"ems belieut, there as: Ro other Goyal. bur | 
one 'n © 
+ | Let him fliow. therdfors,; "an he: 
thinks: they did, without juſt: Cauſe, 
oppoſe the Worſhip of a Plurality of 
Gods, I ſay, A him "ow whether, 
7] : Es & ; Fond 
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YZ A122 1NTC CELTS: 


on: rational Grounds; he can' eſtabliſh 
the Polytheiſm both of the Greeks .and 
Barbarians. Eer him 'ſhow- the Sub. 
ſtance 'and Efſence of 'Mnemoſyze, - on 
whom Tupiter begat the Muſes, or ' of 
Them, on whom he 'begat' the Hoars, 
Let 'him _ the or iſtence On 
Graces, . which-are a Ss repreſent 
* But Pm confident, he'll never be able 
To prove from [the "Things themielves, 
that the Gods 'of the Greeks, which 
have Bodies attributed- to *em, *do+ de- 
ferve: the Name; of 'Deitys, Fotr' what 
Reaſon can be given, why: we {howd 
believe, that the Fables of the Greeks 
concerning their pretended Deities, have 
any more Truth or 'Sence—-contain*d 
in *em, than thoſe of the Egypriavs, 
For Inftance, whoſe Language 1s un- 
acquainted with -. Mnemoſyne, the Mo- 
ther of the Muſes, or Themis, Che Mo- 
ther of the Hoers, or Earynome, the 
Mother of the Graces, aad the like? - 
| What is there in all theſe empty Ficti-. 
 ©9s,-:that deſerves to be compar'dewith | 
the Evidence, and Weight, which that 
one Argument, drawn from the entire 
Harmony. of the ſcemingly-claſhing 
Parts of the ſpacious | Univerſe, do's 


carry- with it, to'\prove the '\perſett 
Unity of God. 2 .Y 


For 
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For *tis impoſhble in- the: Nature 
of the Thing, that -a Piece of- ſuch. 
Divine Architefare, all the Parts of 
which-{/how. numerous foever, and 
how diftant, and different ſoever from 
each other they may. be) have ſo ad-. 
mirable an Agreement, and ſo: mani- 
feſt, dire, and conitant a Subſerviency-. - 
_ to the Advantage and. Ornament of 
_ the whole, ſhou'd be made by ſeveral - 
Hands, as: *ctis not rational to- think, 
that the Motions of the Heavenly 
\. Bodies are caus'd by ſeveral 'Souls, 
ſince there's no Need 'of any more y 
than one, which making the vaſt Ex- 
panſam to move from Eaſt to Weſt, con- 
tains wichin it ſelf all thoſe lower 
Things, which, tho? they are not in 
themſelves compleat, do nevertheleſs 
conduce to the wqnderful Harmony, 
and by Conſequence the ſurprizing 
Perfection of the Univerſe. For every 
Thing which is circumſcribed by the ; 
World is a Part belonging to it, but E 
God 1s | not properly a Part of any 
whole, of what Kind ſoever it may 
*. be, For Abſo/ate Perfeftion is infſepar- | 41 
_ able from the Nature of God, whereas . 
all 'the Parts of the Univerſe, how | 
agreably ſoever. they may ſtrike upon 
our - wondering: Senſes, ; and entertain * 
ev'n our Nobler Powers, are carirally, 
evidently, and in a'comparative Senle, 
| very 


am_m—w 


| 7a Mike rt Nh per- 
af; Neth . ; that as Gold is'nor 
i Prop EE oo iv ; k 1s neither | 

tn be' Pd # whole, Niko wad 4 


unSveicably ſuppoſe a 'whole tobe 


compo dof” Parts; and at kafſt; tis 
rap, ly irrational to think,” that 
i $0 God has' Parts, any one of 

' has not an" equal Virtue," and! 
ty "wich the” relt. 
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"l XN Cel ſus Fw That chifeþ 
-_ who T. frer . Sheep, and et, 
were #nhapp Pevinns with to believe 
there w4s wr ol oo but one, Souter. 
they alla him be Mo Hig h, or Ado nar, 
or "he "Majeſty of Heavy? 4 or Sabaoth, 
or-. bers They were plear'd to give any 
other Name 'to-th8" World, which was the 
13, of thei $20 Knowledge. - 
Has, 7 cat Matzer by'what 
I Mat G2 "be call 4,” "whether 
the ' Greeks 'they call him” Fpiter, 
or” ” wit the Tndians, or Egyptiatis, calf 
bm. J wy other. Wame. WEE EIT 


Ta 


av a. which Iitoifreet; abqv-thigD 
ano. his ddX rat 
avyoidaÞly | 


 rſaprion, LandChot 
according! [20:the Opitionabal 


onregr and-the —_—_ af, run 
ey yr ch = yo 
3-OT* p etner;:as :! Mnuts 

= fromithe Stoiaks, rhey have 
\Foundatibnipartly: laid irons 
and are partly owing to Accid 
Contrivance, che firlt- Men 'un- 
el ly afix'd: ſych: and-Fich- are 
culate, Sounds 60) ſack and-ſuchy 
of which 'they: had fornw'd; anger 
convey an Idea. :.: | 

-& therefore; I:can mobs: is! 
that ſome: Names have, a | 
by conſequence an inſeparable-Efficacy; 
(:lych}as the Waſe Mcn among the/Per- 
flat by Qr the paymoary .OC Sumanei-of 
Dering +4 > anole 
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AV *0s ag 
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50 his, Te 7 horn ta 
ftrate, Tſay, if Icanmake this a1 ear, 
think, I may then faly affirm, \ 
the Name Sabaorh; Adonai, and: "other | 
Names;”/for which: the Jews have' fo 
profound'a Veneration, were .nor'"de- 
wd ito denominate any” created{Be- 
much-Jeſs thoſe of an' inferiour 
[/ - which has /an immediate 'R 
idaho 
tor.of the: Jaiverſe. /' Theſes :Names 
therefore, have an Efficacy, when they 


ow. duly. 5 qpaTonat by uy Perſon 


"There: m_ other: Names, which, 
being -pronounc'd - in / the -- Ex 

eo 
Demans, whole er" 15 limited to 
Hoch or ſuch a Sphere, -:and others, 
| 1: being: pronoune'd: in the Per- 

Ie, ' ares prevalent” with 


And I he Jnllaitice in. fabveral 
Nations. of the Wotld; that heron 
Names, : apþ **m'in've rent 
Senees,. and th ſhall find that-the 
terreſtrial . Demons, which- have: arti: 
cular Places aſſign'd-*em, have Names 


. giv 'n Nats according: to the Language 


_ 


wt 


es 
"at oe 4 {wi { 

op op uſe. of os. forei == 
Things which they: I —_ 
thowd;ugawares,' beguilty of the 
Faulc-with :them ;.'-who uſe fuck on 


proper = barſh, Ex {lions concerh- 
God- himſclf, nat : don't ar 
A ne 


all ick-c £0: give: him rhe fall 
Appellation of inanimate 


Ma, 


"rug into-the Error: of :thoſe*-unka; 
anger ons who! greatly: derogate/ PT 


off nmr 


/ "JO which, 1s hs On» 
þ Sv e true irq 

mit- ing the Oka. Na LE 
mun: Bongm, to a little's 
Fiſhing Duſt, or athap | 

. of Body; or-that which 41s. Ca 
Pofcan, Nol Frigcely,. 

ei: or al 

Blood. And. ſurel y the Dai 4 
miapplyiag the Noms:of: the 4 


5: Jen aq or: the' Chief 
hg wy ooorodprar che its 
| Nambs,;Apich are : wing 
in oY and have'a M yſtical''Senes, 
and, giving-the:|Names: bf Su 
Powers: [40-inferoal ' Spirits, and oj: 


-COALTAary "+ thoſe of nap mL Spirirs'0 
| PPOOE: Powers: 


calfd an Franc. 


odfon hs 
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{1:I/need not lay, that-ar the-very men- 
tiog! of Jupiter:is underftood :the” Son 
of :Setutz,'and Rhea; the 'Husband- of 
Fupo, the. Brather: of: Neptupe; the: Fa- 


ther :0f; Minerva;;iand 'Diau,-and' the: 


- Ferſoni that committed Unceft with his 


ter, adr..need. T-. fay, that at 


the mention of .:4 is underſtood 
the,Son ..of |!Jups (mad Larone, the 


Brother of Diana; and: Brothei-to Mer- 


@y by:the Fathers fide,” or,need I ſpeak 
= y. other Things that were related 


the. Ancieat) Heroes: (whor'-Ce/ſus 
has; with. {6 much. Honoor ,terume- 
rated} or :.contain*d .1n: the old; and 
admir'd Theology | of che”: Jear ned 
Greet "M0 Ry JEL 
Pray how comes” it hs wiſh, that 
Jepiter 1s: cafY*dias: he is, .and\that the 
Lu of Satary . and” Rhes liginot' the 
> thats given -him?- The\dame 
Ge may: [properly ' enough be 
Pt conalnrihths. reſt '6f the Riff- 
taff.of the Hearhew':Gods.' |. 0H 
\ This: Conſideration, ' I think,” has a 
manifeſt Te to favour; pants juſti- 
M5: the. Practice:ot orhoſe'! Pei ons, who 
| x ſome .niyſtical but ſohid- Reaſon 
for», uſing; he. Name Sabao#th,"or 4- 
'Joyai,; and: ſome:; other” Names; when 
they peak of GD D, finceuthey who 
anlzed anyc;iThing of « the'-true 
Nature of Names, will . eaſily - _ 
I that 


that ſome ſacred Myſtery is veiPd un- 
der the | Names. whicli are_giv?n- to 
the Angels; one of whom is calld Mz 
chael, another Gabrie/, and another Ras 
 phael, .cach having a Name -5Hix'd to 
tim by the "Father of Spirits, agree- 
able to tHe Nature, and Extent of that 
honourable Work, in. which his grear 
Creator has thought fit ro, etaploy» lt.ar; 
'. And the Virtve Which , accompa- 
fied” the Pronunciation of our. Saviour's 
Name, and by which cruel aad' obſti- 
nate Dzmoas Were frequently; and pubs 
lickly difpoſſeſ9d both of the Minds 
and*Bodies of, Men, mult, - think, be 
refoli*d, #t teaft ip ſome Mealure; in! 
to the narural Efficacy of Names. | E 
fmpht add one Thing here, and: chat 
is this, that they. who' are. skilld in 
Ehchantments, tell usythat if they make 
aſe of ſuch and ſuch Words in the, Ori-' 
ginal Language, the End propos'd wilt 
Eertainly be. obtaind, bur if the very. 
| fate Words be Chang'd, and others be: 
made _uſe of; which convey, the very. 
lame Idez, rhey will immediately, and 
firangely loſe their extraordinary, Virtue; 
;.. So that the Power which zlrey have, 
ſs not owing to'the Things, of whicli 
they dre the external Signs, but to cer- 
tain «known Properties, that belong; to, 
the Names themſelves. 
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'HIS "may FR: as. 'an aqolg 
&/ - for the. C briſtians,- who wi 
aj ev" rriumphantly embrace Death 
ſelf in-the moſt horrid - Shapes, ra» 
ther than call God. by the Name. of 
Jupiter; "whatever Intention or. Mental 
Reſervation, they might have, or Dive 
him- thoſe : Names which are us'd in 
the Languages, and. adapted: to.:the 


Religions of other Countries. For ei- 


ther they*call him by the general Name 
of God,” or they bettow luch Epithers 


as theſe upon him, The Creator of the 
World, the: Former 'of Heatv'n and Earth, 


or might expre(s themſelyes by the fol- 
lowing 'Per1 hraſis, He mho. has ſent 


ſome wiſe” 4 a UVITTUOMS. Men into the 
World, whoſe Names being. honourably | 
blended with his own have. 4  frange and 


ev'n miraculous. Power, 


Here'T might enter” into. a. long Diſ- | 
courle, in' Oppolition to. them, who ea-+ 


gerly contend*for the promiſcuous Uſe 
ot the moſt facred Names. 


_ 


For 


av a «@ _ aw ke a. ws + got} 


my —— a EY 


"For if Plato be ſo. much, and- not 
undeſervedly commended, who briogs 
in,a. Perſog., upon. Philebas's calling 
| Pleaſure a Goddeſs, making, uſe. of the 
following Expreſſion, ** For my. party | 
 @ Protarchws, I bave a profound. Venes 


« ration, ev'a for the Names of the. 
a Gods ,. which like [themſelves ,  L 
« eſteery, facred and inviolable”; . how 
much, more., ought Chriſtians ro be 
ommended,, who make . Conſcience 
a. applying thoſe Names to God, 
which are unhappily, bur too: com- 
monly, borrow'd trom the empcy 
and ridiculous Fables of the Poets ? 
But fo much ot this Matcer for cle 


pre lent, 


CHAP. XXII. 


"ET us now ſee how. Cel/as loads 
4.4.the Jews with Reproaches, which 
dome” well fuir with his horrid Pre-. 
ſamption, ih profeſiing that he was 
erjeatly - acquainted with the Opi- 
nions of the . Chriſtians... They .: give 
themſelves, ſays he, to the Worſpip 
of Angels, and to Magick , following 
R_ G 3 thereim 
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> therein the Precepts of ” their- celebrated 
-.. Let him therefore, ſince he's ſo welt 
acquainted "with the Jewiſh and Chr:- 
ftian DoEArine, ſhew where there's any 
'Precept'in all the Pentatench, that can 
- be brought in- Favour of Angel-Wor- | 
ſhip, and acquaint us how ?tis poſſible, 
that Magick ſhou'd be in Vogue with 
a Nation that obſerves the Law of. 
| Moſes, who has left the following 
Lev. xix Words upon © Record, Regard not them 
V. 3! that have familiar Spirits, neither ſeek 
after Wizards 'to be defiPa by *em, 
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Canary. XXII 


T5 EN Cel/aus undertakes to ſhew; 
4 That the Jews by Yeaſon of their 
monitrom Jonorance, tamely ſaffer'd them- 
ſelves to be led aſide into great, and wery 
petnittions \Frrors, © -Þ 
EI confeſs” this might with Juſtice. 
have been alledg'd againſt the Jews, 
with refpe&'to their denying our Ble[- 
ted Saviour to he the true Da who'. 
hau the. plain Teflimonials of a Divine 
Commiſion, and was' fo frequently, 
EPEET 2a, - and 


a. » dy © —— ol + CO . 
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he 


toby 


grolly y decei 


We fo Sriiiely ”forerola! by their own 
lebrated Prophets. 

FH "Bur not being deſirous to entertain 
the leaſt Thought concerning that Mar- 

fer, WED = yorw NOOR t Ju hi 
be 16 fu es the Jews to e mol 

oy Me VE in a Ede wherein the ; 

Fnyery is extfeamly evident. _ 


Cuar XXIV. 


[on then what immediately re- 
lates to the Jews to another Qp- 

portunity, he enters into a Diſcourſe 
'» bmantl our Bleſſed Saviour, as being 
the Head of an Upftart Seit;- who from 
him are cald'by *s Name of Chriſtians, 
He' ſays, That gur Saviour appearing in 
the World, and intraducing his Dodrine + 
but a few "Years ago, was ( far what Rea- 
ſons he knows not ) takfn by the Chri- 
ſftians for the Son of God, in 4 fri and 


Proper Sence. 


To 


b! 4 . ; * 
= 


& *> 
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. wonderful and bap 
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_ To. which I anſwer, that when-our | 
"Saviour did fo lately . introduce; lus. 
Doarine, it ſhou'd meet with, ſuch 


Dre gd that al- 


moſt in_ev*ry Part of the whole babt- 


table World a great_Numher both 


of Greeks and Barbarians, of learned 


and unlearned Perſons,  ſhaw'd fq rea- NN 


dily, and ev'n RUPREDHY forſakso 
the Religion in which they were born, 
and bred, and to which they were 
pre-engao*d by many- other. ſtrong, 
and almoſt indifſoluble Ties, and on 
a ſudden diſcover ſo extraordinary a 
Zcal for 3 new Religion, as to be willing 
ro ſacritica. their. Reputation, their For- 
runes, and ey?a their Laves for the Pro- 
teion of ir, (which can hardly be ſaid 
of any..other Doctrine, which has all 
external Advantages to. recammend ir.) 
I.fay, , when the Poſture of Affairs is 


_ ſuch, we mult be ſtrangely bliaded by 


rhe Force of Prejudice,.1t, we dan'c, abs. 
ferve a more than ordinary Appearance 
of the Providence of, God,. 1n.1o ſudden, 
io remarkable, and fo bleſſed a Change. 
As Ts. -T SR 
I think, Imay ſafely ay (pgt to.ſpeak 
fram. .Prejadice, but as gone wha deſires 
and endexvours to make impartial En: 
quiries 19ro Fruth ) char a skillful Phy- 
jtctan can't recover h:s Patients. ev'n 
txom their bodily Pilzaſes. without the 
RS EC.  00mD 
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" Oey againſt Celji 
 Bleffing of Almiz 


per Merhods'he' preſcribes.” 
' And” if 'atvy 0n& can cure the more 


' fatal-Dilterhpers of the 'Soul;\ cat ſud- - 
denly; and ”y a conliderable Teafure, - 


diſpofſels thole rooted” and” dangerous 
V1ces, that : have for a long Tat of 
Time ufurpd and maintain'd?a Domi- 
nion- there, ' cati-tree it from'itstormer, 
and'in ſome” Sence ,” Native” Intempe- 
rante,.. Injuſtice,- Contempt,” agd eo 
nation of 'holy ' 'Things, | ad, 'as. 
Proof of: his-\Skilf, can ' inſtance in Af: 
tuadred Perſons; ' whoſe 'Mifitiers' he 
has ' been . happily z and realy initru< 
meatal ro r 
nor-fay, that rhis? eh be done:without 
x:ſeaſonable, and more than common 
Interpotition of the Providehceof Gol? 
+It:then any: Perſon, who weighs theſe 
Thin ags in the Ballance of his- ſerious 
and deliberate Thoughts, will of Ne- 
_ teffity acknowledge, thar much”of the 
Natural, and'! all the Moral *Good, of 
_— che: whole World&n boaſt, 15 
ng 'to/fome higher Caiile,” than 2 
Given Contoiirſei of the 'Sijpream and 
and Alkwiſe* Being, how!'much more 
jultly, and: more erninently 'may this 
e {aid in Commendation of our Blef- 
ſed Saviour, if we compare-the Courſe 
of Life which his' Followers 'oace ig- 
coma and unttappily eds with the 
G 4 


ty God upoty the ©Y, | 


ra, I'pretame,: ou will 
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Gonverſatign, 


| he: Fpicureans Was 
t Notorious; Cheat, /and; the greatell 
Plague\ with. which; Maakind cou'd 
poſſibly, hays been 096d.» \ but-in 
Proceſs of, Time were illuſtrious Exam; 
ples, of the. contrary Virtues, inſomuch 
_ + that ſome of.em ' from. a ſincere and 
yehement, Dehire of attaining to an cx: 
raordinary,.. Degree of Purity, and of 
_ Deyoting,-themielves . more wt 2p tq 
Fe Service: of .God, did abſtain from 
« the lawful Delights of Sexſe, and thoſe 


} 


rational, Entertainments which Marriage 


_ perceive ,;: 


4 


Þ 


and threaten'd, that the Goſpel ſhou'd 
be confin'd to a very narrgw Compatſs, 
when the Roman Emperors in their 
ſucceſſive Reigns, the Governors of 
Provinces, and Generals of Armies, the 
Magiſtrates of particular. Cities, the 
Soldiers, and the congnon People, in 
a Word, when all Perfons that were 
in Places'of Authority, or had ay In- 
tereſt, and Influence, ' declar'd gpcr 
War againſt the. Chriftian Religion, i 
ſay, ev'n then, utiider alj thoſe! evident 
and \ great” external Diſadvantages,” it 
bore the ſacred and undeniable Mirks 
of a Divine Original,: approv*d it felt 
to the Conſciences 'of the molt wjcked 
Men; forc'd its Way;-in Spite of ' the 
united Malice, and moſt:vigorous Efforts 
both-of Earch and Hell, gain'd-ground 
by the moſt violent Oppofition; and 
being ſuperiour to all its Enemies, which 
were neither few, \nqr .contemptidle; 
and having a wonderful Power over:the 
Minds:of Men, all: Greece, and a: great; 
Part -of. the moſt barbarous Nations; 


| became Trophies of : Honour* to the 
Immorcal ' Memory 'of its "God-lilke 
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-A- ND ſince: the! greateſt. Part of 
7 A the World.are entirely ignorant 
of the Arts and Sciences, and have: but \ 
a ſmall Meaſure, and fcarce any. G{m- 
merings of Reaſon, \*twas morally im- 
poſhble , but' that -among ſuch vatt 
Numbers as 'embractd the Chriſtian 
Religion, | the Irrational and: Witerate 
ſhowd greatly exceed thoſe in Num- 
ber, who had render'd themſelves : fa- 
mous for their Sence and Learning.  : 
But Celſas, not being willing to' con- 
ſider this as he ought, ſpeaks with: che 
higheſt Contempt:of the Sun of 'Righte- 
ouſneſs himſelf,” who -condeſcends to © ſhine 
promiſcuouſly. on. . the | greateſt , 'ani'i the 
meaneſt; and. to \evlighten, and; warm with 
his refreſhing Rays, wh moſt. eminent Saint, 
and the” wileſt Sinner, and- he/looks: ari 
this pxrractdingy Condeſcenſion;' as an 
Argument of proazg ious Folly, and anman- 
ly Self-Debaſement, as if it were nor one 
of the higheſt Flights of Majefick Sm - 
 plicity, that cowd poſſibly be diſcover”: 


by aq Ircarnate God, . © 
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- Bur, Celſus himſelf can't fay,, with all 
> his Prejudice, and Malice,. that-all who - 
eyer,,,cmbrac'd.the . DoQrine- of... our 
Bleſſed, Saviour,.were dull and:-ftupid 
to. a,.Proyerb, and the only - Perſons in 
the; Warld. who: were fo, face it ſeems 
he's {o,;jult, and fo, gracious. as, to at- 
Enowledge., ' that ſome few niay-be 
:2und, among *em,., who are ;very- ſe- 
yere in their Morals, aad are capable 
' of. underſtanding Alegorigs, | 1:11 
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"I VU.T becauſe .he.perſonates.a Jem 
© DJ. (.in Imitation of a Profeſſor-.ins - — 
he Univerſity, .who. makes, his young 
Pupil declaim, that he: may uſe, him- 


525 Wy, 
weak Ability, what *tis that he ſuppoles 


dow. 
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"Gi beninſt Colſts.. 


don't riftly, or-ey*n tolerably obſeryc 


- his CharaQter. 


Celſrs 1atroduces him, making his 
—_— to our Hlefſed Saviour, and 

pretending tq conyince him of ſeveral] 
Points, and the firſt” Thing of which 
he (endeavours 'to- convince him, 15 
that the Account of his being -born of 
a Virgin is- an empty 2nd ridicylous 
Fable- 

Then he. reproaches him with being 
born at an obſcure Village, and having a 
Woman to his Mother, that got her Live: 
lyhood by going out to Service, who, he 
ſays, being convicted of Adultery, was die 
vori'd from her Husband, who 4s, 4 Car- 
penter by Trade. 

[Then he ſays, That after this Indi 
wity wand ring on. Place to Place, _ the 
was privately brought to Bed of our. oY 


wings, and that he being f ford by reaſon 


of Want, ta work in Egypt, and havin 
7 d there ſome of Fg e Arts, far which 
the - Abordn: of that Country are fo 
Famons, 'returw'd into his Native Coun- 


ir) and ſwelling with a vain Conceit of 


Miracles he fhowd do, gave out that 
he was God. 

But for my Part, T muſt confeſs, to 
me, who do with a ſilent but deep Re- 
gret, paſs by evn the weakeſt Argu- 
ments that are offer'd by onr Adver- 


faries, and naturally affe& to trace 


S | | Things. 
P- 


[| 
\ 


Things, eſpecially : ſuch as aye-of the 
talt Conſequeace to the Souls-of Men, 
"ill I come by flow Degrees; to:their 
true Onpnth, I fay, tome theſe 'Things 
_ are, ſo far trom giving aft ughappy 

Shock, that they are no ſmall Conhr- 
' mation. of that, importanc. Truth, thas 
our Bleſſed Lord.'1s. the veyy Perſon, 
whom the Propliets foretold- to be'the 
Son of God, and the Saviour of- the 
World. I can't deny,, but that com» 


monly a Man's Deſcent from rich-and. - 


honourable Parents, and Enjoyment of 
the Advantage of a liberal 'Education, 
. do's not a. little conduce to blazan his 


Name, and command Reverence from © 
Perſons of an inferior Rank : But whett - 
one  who..labours, in_ the greateſt Dee - 


oree imaginable, under the contrary 


external Inconveniencies, can ſpread 
his Fame to the molt diſtant Regions 


of the World, in Spite of his mean Ex- 
. traction, and the fond Opinions' which 
are too often receiv'd by aſpiring Mor- 
tals, and climb the higher up the ſteep 
Aſcent of Honour, by reaſon of the vio- 
knt Oppotition which | is made againſt 
him, who, if ie has any _ of hu- 
mane- Nature left, can forbear to ad- 
mire a Soul of the ſame Rank of Beings 


with. himſelf,” ſo. ſtrangely elevated be- 


yond the common Pitch, and ſo nearly 
_ approaching to the Deity, ſo: capable of 
1 : forming 
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; forming well-{aid;' deep, 4nd” truly-ge- 

- nerous' Deſigns; ak dabeny y Yy 

a' happy and' anfwerable Execution ? * 

_ © If we make' a" Hetious' and (narrow = 

Enquiry'into the Matter, {hall 'we not _ 
be ready and ev/n"conftrain'd to think 
| thus' with our "ſelves, was it poffible, 
that "one who was born of pgor and 
ignoble Parents, and was not inftrued. 
in''the” Liberal - Arts , and Sciences , 
whereby he might have been render'd 
capable- of infinuating himſelf into the 
People;” and of engaging their AﬀeCti- 
ons, and their Purltes mn his Service, 
ſhou'd. "fo work upon the Paſſions of 
; Men, by an inviſible Power, and the 
naked Evidence of Trutli, as” almoſt 
univerſally to gain''their Cretit and 
Efteem,”- tho” the DoQrine which "he 
introduc'd was in a great meaſure new, 
a DoQrine, which, without derogating 
in. the leaft from any of the Jewiſh Pro- 
phets,” did aboliſh the Moſazck Diſpen- 
Jation, and make void the Laws of the 
Greeks, eſpecially thoſe, which had an 
immediate Relation ro Religious Wor- 
ſhip,.in which they were ſo'groſfly. ig- 
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norant ?' I; wah. 
1s it not ſtrange, and ev*n prodigious 
toa Miracle, 'that one who ey*n accord- 
ing. to the Confeſſion' of his Enemies, 
was ſo meanly born, and bred, and 
by conſequence was very unfit to my 
ND 7. nage 


Y Origen againſt Celſws. 117 
.  nage/an ITntriegue:, which requires a | 

Chain. of Thought, and continu'd 
Thread of Artifice., ſhou'd fo: move 
the "ſecret Springs of humane Souls, 


BB and:fo: powerfully incline *em againſt 


their, ſtrongeſt Inelinations, by: eacou- 
raging the righteous with a pleaſing 
Proſpect of a glorious and eternal Re- 
ward in the World of pure and perfe& 
Spirits, and by repreſenting to the 
wicked;- as in a Glaſs, thoſe dreadful 
Tormeats .which they muſt expect to 
ſuffer,, when they ſhall fall into the 
Hands of the living. God, I fay, is it 
not. ſtrange, and .ey'n prodigious to a - 
Miracle, that ſuch a one, ſhou'd nor 
only engage ignorant, and illiterate Per- 
ſons to embrace his Do&rine, but alſo 
a great Number. -of- the rational and 


 « learned World, who, under the facred 


| Veil of naked Truths cou'd diſcern un- 
fathomable Depths, of ſupernatural Wiſ- 
dom, diſplay'd with all the: Art that a 
God..cou'd.. ſhew?.): ww 1. acts 5 
. I'remember Plato relates a Story of 
one; that was born at Seriphos, '\'who 
_upbraiding Themi/toeles, a Famous Ge- 
neral,-{aid, that the Reputation he had 
happily./ eſftabliſh'd was; not ' owing to 


his:Merit, þut his happ'ning to: be born - 


at a famous City of Greece, whereupon 
Themiitacles,, who was ſenfible., and 
gratefully acknowledg'd, that the Place 


of 
= ons 


ke 


of bis N ativity - Und no- wth 1-0 
roTender his: Name: immortal; rerurt'd 
Iim-thisjudicions and diverting Anſwer; 
<-If-Fhad: been born (faid' hej- at Ser- 
< phos, 1 ſhou'di?c have been 1o/ fanous 
« /as/T am; butif you-had beer born at 
«© Arhiens, you: wou'd: never have be- 
4.,.c0tne Tmiſtoctes.?', Now our! Sa- 
viour, who is. upbraided with my. 
born 4n a Village; and that - nor of 
Greece, or any celebrated Country, and 
_— :4- poor \Wothan to his Mother, 
her : Lidghlboyd by her Labour, 
= caving his-Country,-by teaſon of 
Want; was forc'd to work in Egypr,” 
I ſay, our Saviour; who, if I may ac- 
comodate-the foregoing. taftance to our” 
prefent' Cale; was: of E meaner Extra- 
tion than the fore-inentiord Perſon, 
that: was born at Seriphos 7 (did as it 
were; give a tappy: Shock to the whole 
habitable World, and: made a _ 
Impreſſion uport the favage Dif 
of Men, I {corn to' fay, than Themk: 
ſtorles the | #hewiau'; but a greater than 
ev*n' Pythagords, 'or Plats, or any of the 
| I Wiſeanen, Princes, or Emperors were 
evetf known, of reported to have made. 
What i'Perſon then; unlels he-loves' to' 
dwell -apon the Superſicies of. Things, 
will' not ſtand 'aſtoniſh'd\, when, he 
bonfiders 'thar our” Bleſſed Saviour ſur- 
fRoWRed all the: Diffic ulties, which lay. 
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«I ppens that age 
Mon- 18 Giro: for matiy * hop a 
for One is famous for Wil hy 
r -fot- Military "Diſciplin my 
of the" a ie for" t r Skill i 
_ iMagick, andfeveral Po pot: me 
| fow/ ſupp 5d PerfeQtions, which jel 
inp'do ſcafee deferve our Notice. 
"But our Saviour was Ve |  retars 


yrortongl +and for working Ic S, 
| ko 070% hw thoſe othe innumEfa-'! 
ble Excellencies that adori'd- his Per." 
 ſon-and might” ſofficicatly tecomtin 


Fa $ _— 


| himito the World. | ooh 
- Hedidwt alike a Tyrant/ho;b 
 the-elp of a" prevailing”"Pavey OS) 
Qecaſion to! violate the ' Laws 
ofthe: Landviti which *he'lives, © 
like/a;Robber;"who cotfics with yt 
| Men, againſt them Pg innocently sf 
by 


/ 


wy 
ho, b the :He of Beibes,. 
ine 4 come icy of to his incere 
whether by right or w or hike 
many others that might eaſily he men. 
tiold, whoſe- Proc do  mani- * 
feltly deſerve our Cenſure, ME like - 
one, who. came to teach an rant 
te degenerate World, what'T = my 
they ſhou'd eatertain of God, and 
they might' ſo e their Morals ks 
to_ maintain an: humble / and oy" | 
x Rr with his. Bleſſed 
a7 (ff as:for Themiſtocles, and ſeveral 
other Pcrſons, who gain'di a mo 
cones Reputation, and. did cer Katine W 
extraordinary Service p60 thel ative! 
Country, this . mult be e ſaid, r9 pews | 
a Shade over their greateſt Glory, that" 
vg} feem'd to ſmile mY _ 
nourable Attempts, and- as. 
pave the Way for thin le Y 
tories, and. immortal | 
r. Blefſefl Savi-:. 


_— as for oy 
our, belides what I Your already ſaid! 
TeN—p the firſt View, one wou'd 


yo ys h to. oak; eterla 4 
of tags 1 


chat the 
World cou'd ever boaſt of ) the 


minious.. Death, which. he ſuffer'd on iP 


the: 


— 


pottor, TAs 


ny Fo RA 's - 
leaſt Favs drawa a moſt diſmal Veil - 
over the few bright, and Shereung 
Scenes of the moſt Avefal Tris | 
that was ever ated. | 
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A, N D ”tis Marter of Wonder, that 
LF our Saviour's Diſciples, - del ots w 
th *% 106 ment of our Enemies, .w 
ot Eye-Witneſſes of the Truth Kaba. 
t Relurreftion, and fa | 
ling but what was common ai Res oe + 
ohtemptible in his Perſon, ſhowdn't 
c "affaid to imitate him in his Sut- 
> ferings, tro encounter the moſt 'inami-, | 
gent and threat'ning Dangers, and leave 
their Native County, to publiſh rhe 
 DoQtrine which, their crucity'd, bur — 
lefſed Lord had taught *em. _ 
_ For I belicyc rhat nv Perfon, who, } 
ing alide his ' Prejudice, examines 
f efe'v atters duely, will ſay, that they 
| H. 2 wou'd 


Dd. Re ca ON, 


ior 40 NY | rm $9. 1 
*the to nh Bak epts of the heel | 


lig gion, but al , be lay in the 
Pe! to "bring 1,ma y...others, bode 


the ſame Honours ET Bonds, : 


when, as Matters went at that Critical | 


JuaRure,..they. were ſure.to incur the | 


Diſpleaſure of the Heathen World, 
who were zealous for their ancient - 


Laws{d ikoms ; coy'drfft en- | 
dure the rg rg rb ocion, el-.) 


pecially with reſpect to the pompous | 
_ Ceremonies. of- their religious, Wor 

Bur all theſe Dilſiculties were light, ; 
the Efteem of thole, - 


trivial,” .1n £ 


ation, that our Bleſlec 


viour W: 1s 


Jy their own Prop hetick Oracle 


a: Octalioh offer'd, that this very Per-, 
fon was the true, Me 4, who Was 


Cruc1 ty*d but rother: \ ad willingly 
Mit ole 4 yy 
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after the ſame manner, tho? with un-" 
ipeakable Advantage, in which ſome | 
ochets have facritic'd all that's . neas. 

"Oe and”, 


age,” J yor only. to_ prove. to. 
equently, and exprelly fore- 


” alfo t6 make it $8 ro Others, | 


*<chearfully Fro dgwa his , Pre- ; 
cious Lift for the Whats Rite of Men, 
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hem in kao, ph 
Saviour Pay” foe the ewes Þ Benefit 
of the humane Race, whether they 
wort give caſfie Credit to many Hts 
ſtories that are exrant, both of the 
Greeks and Barbarians, which furniſh 
u5 with- frequent, and remarkable In- 4 
ſtances of Perſons, who have freely 
laid down their Lives for the publick 
Good, and whoſe Death has been hap- | 


ply inſtrumental to purge away thoſe 
H 3 rhreat- 


ccefsfully, exerciſe a 
er. over the Bodies, 
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; rv UT Ts Tins TD to tlie 
G LJ whom Cel/wms Me bo oO 
ſays, Nags the Virgin Ma 


+ ry bein 
with C hild, WAs divorel by fr bo be 
the Carpenter, for ah Mi Aaaltery 
with ove Panthera, « Soldier, and being 
with Child. by that ſeandalows Wretes. 
us ſee therefore, whether the 19- 
Riors of this Story don't give a falls, 
and 'obſcyre Account of K Matter, 
2nd whether by all ob. they have.to 
tay, they.are' able to overthrow the 
«+Dodrine of our Sayiour's miracles 
| Conception by the oyer-ſhadowing, of 
| = Holy. Ghoaſt ? For ſo pt nu a 
| FX ig ge as this 1s, mig 41g) $.oy b: 


Tak 
[ ry the "Froth of * 7 wp the 


Crap. 


was not conceiv*d in the common. W 

of humane Generation.” And m 

*it 'wou'dn*r have been incot ruous. Wo 

all, that who didn't believe, . or 

: rather woudn't acknowledge the Mi- 
Tacle, ſhou'd iqvent a Fiction, to {erye 
their malicious and baſe Deſign. 

H 4 But 


hey mught 


ftrardly convinc*d, that qur vow | 


FIEs” ox ett 
=p " Ss s 4 
DE $94 . 
C s.R05 
.. . { 4 
SS. "_-W. Y 
F &+ S E. 
o 


- But to invent one,. th: fo far 
* from having a plauſible Appearance 
that *cwas a great, and-nocorious Un- | 
truth, was to diſcover the! | | 

'ro them who Fo able to diſtinguiſh " 
Truth Fd Balſehood. 4. :1 »\ 

For do's it ſtand to Reaſon, 
$964) yu was ſo uſcfyl to the Won 
1 nefal, an d exprel vd. a moltyre 

dice! In, "both or the Greets, 8 
Bokotine ; that they "Hig ht aefogm 
eir ; 3ers, ſom a Senle of a, 1 
weiul Judgment, and .go 
what Eyt an "hicir Wh to gain the 
Favour of, the Bleſſed God, the, Crea- * 
Supream Diſpe fer. of the Unj- 
rerle, 1 tay, fy it Rand. to..Reaſoor, 
chat ſuch'a one, ſo ſeryiceable to pro» IM 
the Blake (y f Go ,. and the Wel- 
Tate. of grin 


q 


E-. mcg ERS, ſabe "97 
- Lak RP eenieapl 

8 ff ene © 6 00 
; & Dre fs ta ke do's. but. quote 
by I, ur "of we earned. Plata, ) 
"wherh it be not. 2 Refleion .y Upon 


'T ranſmigr ion of S owls and b Cop- 
51 of every, 4, a0 wg :Rr0- 

3H an TOA, it, 19.ge- 
| wy 


be 


*rhat-onur Sivinkr. was ; ork: OY 2S 
Fn Manner ;\.\who 'cngag'd, 10:40 
 _gdifbculf and, 1 portant a” W : 1% 
 froatted fo: mnany1ghorant and ſeduc'd 
-  Perigos} and happily; and: ſuddenly re- 
cover/a4iycm fromothat: Deluge of :dm- 
moralicy,'- in which»the bat beew:{o 
161gp and {0 . deeply: plung'd.-- I$-4t 
fot more; rational. ro: think, 
to7;rhe Qpinion! of | Prebugorih {Plars, 
and Emprdotles; (onithe) Teſtimonyrof «or 
which learned | Atithors, . Ce{{,z/hitnfolf * *} 
do's; very much-Tely}:that therg;'ars | 
ſome: ſecret 'Reafans; why every, 'Sthl 
ſhou'd-:have a RBody'appr I 70 
it ſelf; -that/145 a fit Receptacle:for: ir; 
and-ſuivedto the good, or Lad Qualities, i 
'  whicks it; had in-irs2 State of :Pre-exiits . 
- ence ?: T5: zit 'norcuſt, and/reaſonably, | 
that'a mbre than humane: Soul; i:that 
do's. more» Service-to the. World, than 
many-Fhouſands-of. others . (to:! Lay "NO 
moare..,-;leſt ;my #Diſcourſe. Ihot'd be 
thought to favour. of: Prejudice)\ſhbu'd | 
be: united: to; a- Portidn ial Orgamzd ' 4 
Matter, chat-is more excelleat-t oa ; 
Geadralihy of Bodies are? .- :- 7 ; 
For! 4f!: thoſe: 'Souls, which by: the 323 
Virgue of ſome ſecret Cauſes, are: of | 
too noble a' N-ture, to be unated to 
an inanimate '{Creature, and are not 


worthy to animate a Body, that is 
; compleatly form's, have. one that is 


['s:. | adapted | 
Fj 


and -ſo others, according to the 
| Degrees of thei ra 


CP Frog to ky the Head .of which , g 
being diſproportionable to the ret of I. 


Members Od renn aſe 
| hinder | the. free Exercite wb mogar 


and others, that are. -more perteQ 
a Body that is more duly | 


bY 
veral 
ir' native, or /acquir'd 
———_— are _ into more or |eſs 
pe Bodies,” why may. not 2 par- 
ticular Soul ane Body in a oy 
raculous Way, a Body, thar: has ſome- 
thing 12 common'- with the reſt of 
Men, that may render it fit for .hu- 
mage»: Coaverſation,, and fomerhing 
wherceio' it differs from em, that may 


_ z3n fone Meaſure, one dr trom the fad 


Contagion 'of a neighbouring, and. di- 
Nd; Miad. In thort, if we give any 
Credit to them,who are skill'd in Phyſics - 


nom) , (\uch/ as Zopyrus, Loxus, Polemon 
_ others, who have directly  handl'd 

fot difficult + , and oa to 

out extracr ach M ſeries, by 

obſerving the | Rules hich that Set 
£nce propoſes what Ablurdiry. is there 
in aſſerting, that all 'Bodies are fuited 
ro the NATL of the —_ that ads 
'em ? 


Is 


20000 then the leaſt Probability 
S thar 1, fo excellent in ic felt. regal, 
KF form'd-for ſuch great; and"rruly-ge- - +» 


of Viee, Troninge 

by BO 60: fo: impure" 4 ulation, 
and/\not 2 Teacher, much! le an & 
minent 'PraRt 


F#£\ 
& . 
o  f Ss 


: A LS was Shanis, ſoc bythe 
Ab Prophet, rand-cxaRly.. ich 
oms'd Signerhauwe reatbof inthe 

Pro phecy; of, Iſazab;rwhere *tis faidyFhat: 
Our. ele. Sewiouri won'd; by the Courſe 
of, his, Actions, _ £904 his N ame; and. 
prove binelf 46 0; be \Emmanutl, !God 


with us S'3 £534 Fey S-£* 


And; al xl hink gs A not be impto-: 


er,.£9., n:the Predi&ion of-che: 
fore-men! and Propher, [that our 8a? 

viour ſhou'd be born of a Virgin , 

which Celſus takes no Notice of, tho? 

he pretends to be-perfettly ac uainted 

with what the Chriitians hold, either 

not having read it, or cunningly COn- 

_ cealing his Knowledge, leſt he ſhowd 
unawares overthrow his own belov'd 
Opinions, and advance any Thing to 

the Prejudice of che Cauſe, which he 
eſpouſes, and uſes his utmoſt Endea- 

vours to maintain. © 

The Words of the Prophecy are theſe, 

Iaiah vii Moreover the Lord ſpake again to Ahaz,\ 
£41 V 10. Jaying, ack 'thee 4 Ngo of - the Lord thy 
God, 


50d alſo? 1h erefere 
give P 0%,.4 " 
{..COMCELVE,, ,and- bear. 
Emmanye | 


; AT 
the - : þ # 
. _—_— = pd # 
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that appear'd at. the Nativi of 
ur FM Savigur.,. -- .. w : 
But. if the Jew, whom Cellus perio- 
riates,. being us'd. c9, make critical, Rey 
marks, on Words, ſhou'd tell, TN that; 
the.,,Word, which is tranſlated Y; 
Ea ud be render'd Tour TAG 
. ſwerz the Hebrew Word Jo ” which. 
the Septauagint tranſlate-. Vi irgin , .tho? - 
Others. favour . his Meaning, of ithe < 
Word, T.. underſtood of a Virgin; = ba Pe 
Bogk,o Deuteronomy... If 4 Damfel {that Pev-xcii 
-t5 &:68 ay Fete) be betrach'd j ar Huband, V. 23. 
&; Man find her tn. the City, and be | 
bs then ye ſhall bringi Jem both--out. 
ws, Gate of the Cityg.end ye:\ſpall 
IR. ithiSrones that they, Aye, the DAS, 
{eb er ecauſe ſhe cry'd 1p0t,, being in the Cityz ; 


and <4 


ny that ls wary Po wo hs 

But 'to the D } thou ſhalt ds norhing, 
there i "in'the | #0 Sip worthy -; 
Death. 
" But not to rt Ke Per. 
which perhaps few Pet- 


crave om the Shrine has accord- 
ing'to the Prophetick Oracle, Fro on 
amet was to be born' of a'Vitgin." 
The Lord ſaid to Almz, a5k chet's Sivn 
of the Lord thy God.” zither in the Depth, 
or inthe Height abvve, Then *tis fat 1, 
that his Sign was robe giv'n,” Behold 4 
Virgin ſball | conteive, 0 beat a Son. 
But what Sign cowd a young 'Wo- 
man's Conceiving be, if it was hot 
meant of a Virgin ? And to which of 
the ewo, is it mioft propet ro attitbute 
the 'Conception- of Edagel, that is, 
God with us, to'a young Woman with 
_ in an unlawful, and diſhogou- 
Way , or to oiie, who had noc 
loſt her Virginity ?' Certaialy, tis moſt 
agrecepto ro the Dictates of Reaſon, to 
ſuppoſe, that ſo extraordinary 2 Perſon 
\ was'conceiv'd by the latter, in a ſtrange, 
a8 ev'n miraculous Way. : 
And 


| Gelfia, | 


And if the Jew lays ſuch a mighty 
Y Streſs upon thole Words, Ark thee: 4 
= Sign of the Lord thy God; I ſhou'd be 
; d to know, what Perſon was born, 

F i the \Reiga of Ahaz, of whom it 
BN - might be faid, This i Hetanact; which 
- being interpreted, is, God with «ws, And 

if no ſuch Perſon con os | fog, I 


think, we fairly rand this 
| uage of our © ied $a Kai _ 


s E : Scriptures 
0 wy bora-of- if the 5 of Done aged 
ing to the Fleſh , and the lowing 
Words, 1s the Height above, or in ou 
Depths below, have a manifeſt | 
-_ with what is aid of our + 
, He thas deſcendid, is the\ſame that Eph. iv. 
ended wp far above all Hee ns; that Y- 0: 
Tek. fil all Things. S 


Cuay. 
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"HIS PAY 2 =! as if-he 
Dl mg his GharaRer,; muſt give 
2. 4 rm:Aſſent to. the Truth 


Cellas., ph No 
WI/'” ; of -his {Party ,: did 
the Prophets foreſee: Things. to ear, "4 
or. dig ey;not:? Tf-they did-ot fore-. - 


{ce em, what. dhou'd. no **m; ſpeak 
-with ſuch. an - Air..of rp = whole 
how comes..it to. paſs;..that 

Jewiſh Nation has. all : lon oaks 
upon their Prophecies, as divine ba - 
ſpir'd Oracles? And, fince I am natu- 
rally led, into a Diſcourſe concerning, 
the Yewiſh Prophets, I hope, that what 


I ſhall offer on this 'important Head, 


may aot only, by the Bleſſing of Al- 
mighty God, - be of ſome Uſe to the 
jon who believe that they were divine- 

= vob but alſo to as many of the 
Greeks themſelves, as aQt upon ingenu- 
ous Principles. For they muſt acknow- 
ledge, that the Jews had true. Prophets 
among *em, unleſs we cowd ſuppoſe 
em, to havea a ſufficient Warrant, oe vio- 

ting 
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NB hting their divizel-inſtituted Rites, and ; 

W- paying Divine Worſhip, as a juft Tri- F 
--. þute to the Mock-Deities of Foreign "2 
_. Nations. | 


I prove my Aﬀertion thus, We read 
+ jn the Jewiſh Law, That other Nations Pe3:xviit. 
hearken'd to Obſervers of Times, and to * 
 Diviners. But to the Jew:ſp Nation 
' *ris ſaid, As for thee, the Lord thy, Gol 
: has mot ſuffer'd thee jo 19 do, Then it 
-- toſlows, The Lord thy God will raiſe ap 
to thee a Prophet of thy Brethren, It 
therefore, while other Nations had 
#:,Men among *em, who foretold future 
+ Evears, whether by the flying or fing- / 
.1ng-of Birds, or - by a narrow Tnſpe- 
Mio inro the Entrails of Beaſts, or by 
the hollow Voices, that were form'd 
+10 the Bellies of certaia Perſons, or by 
the Chuldean Horoſcopes, the Jens, (who 
-+ had, in.common with others, a Cu- 
* Noſfity:co, know what ſhowd come ro 
-/ paſs) were torbid to take the ftore-men- 
tion'd Methods, and had no Prophets - 
- of their own, who were: acquainred 
with Futuricies, they wou'd immediate- 
| Iy have enterrain'd mean Thoughts ot * 
their own Religion, as bearing no un- 
- demable Chara:ters of its Divine Autho- 
rity, and have rejected ali their Prophets 
.. down from Moſes himlelt, intomuch that 
we have.gezſon to belizye, they wou'd 
- Never have committed any Thing that 
| ] Y was 


Li 


LOG EE TS. hh oale--25 I” 
130 Origen againit'Celſus. 'Y- 
' was deliver'd by *em ito Writing, but} 
either have had Recourſe tothe Heathen Y. 
Oracles, or-have practic*'d ſomething © 

_ in Imitation- of *em , in their Native: 
RP ee I 
© Andit was not in'the leaſt abſurd, 
that the <5 oO for the SatisfaCtion 
of ſome Perſons, who deſir*d it, ſhou'd' 
propheſy concerning Matters , that 


\ / 1eem'd to be of mean Importance, s 
E\ r Sam.ix. Samuel did, concerning ſome Aſſes that 
E \ V. 2e. were loſt, and Ahijah, concerning the 
8 1% Death of Jeroboams 'Son.. - 


And indeed, if they had no Prophetv 
among *em, how*cou'd any, that'wer Wl 
zealous for the Jewiſh Law , 'reprome 
them, who conſulted the Heathen Ora 


- 


cles? As we read, that Elijah reprov 
 Abdxiah, ſaying, is it becauſe there is nt 

| 4 God in. fra that ye go to enquire q 
' 357 Baal-zebub Zhe God. of Ekron ? I thiak 
v f - then, that T have ſufficiently prov'd 
/ » . not only, that our Saviour was 'to be 
born of a Virgin, but alfo that ther 

were divinely - inſpir'd Prophets, t0 
whom the Jewiſh Nation 'might hay: 
frequent, and fatisfaftory Recourfe. 

heſe didn't only,” in "the genera, 

forercl ſome Things, that wou*d come 

to paſs, with reference to our Bleſſel 
Saviour, and the remarkable Reve 
lutions of Empires, and . Change 

the Face of Afairs in the Swiſh Ni 
zl 
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Y Have this 'to- ſay farther to the 
x6 Greeks, who -wo'n't believe, that , 
© our Saviour-was born of a_ Virgin, that 
2 4thz/Creator ofi the World, if he pleaſes, 
”” cag make” ev*'ry Animal bring; forth its 
young, in the ſame wonderful, manner, 
”thar- is obſery'd of fome- wnanimate 
">*Creatures, and nothing hinders, - but 
he may- cauſe; if he pleaſes, - the! like 
--. unuſual Productions in the: Worid of | 
"For among Animals, there:are ſome. 
” Females, that bring forth their,young, | 
*.. without any previous Copulation with | 
"the Males, as, for Inſtance, 'the /u/- 
'” axes, which propagate their Kind mm 
"this uncommen\Way, as the bel} Wris - 
: _ ters 


i 


] 22. 


_ figning to bleis 


nal” Copulatiou. . 
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ters : of - Natural Hiſtory do. acquaint 


-Us.//; What Abſurdity 15 there then, fy 


fuppoling, that the All-wiſe God, . de. 


Mankind, with an GY 


traoreinary, and ,truly-divine Teacher, 
ſhowdiſo order Matters, that our Blef- 


ſed Saviour ſhou'd not . be born, in the 
ordinary. Method of humane Getiera- 
Ho. ; | 
-And-the Greeks-themfelves do rex 
dily nenbow Rok, that ſome Men have 


come,into the World, without the Con- 
unde of Man and, Woman. For: 
the World had a Beginning, as many 
of *em grant it had, then the fir{t Man 
was not produc'd m1 the common:Way, 
but; according to them, by the Sperms 
tick Vertae of the'Earth, which, to me 


| feems_ imuch © more ſtrange, and unac 
' countable ,/. rhan- -our. Saviour's Nats 


vity,/ if -we do but follow the Dictate 
of 1mpartial Reaſon, ſince the Way,in 
which he was barn,.;has ſome Reſem- 
blance with the 'uſual Method of car- 

And, fince Pm concern'd with th6 
Learned "Greeks, .it'may not. be impr& 
per,” ro make my Appeal, ev*n. to. thelr 
own Hittories, that..ic may appear t0 
the World, that Others, as well as tis 
Chriztians, mult, upon their own Prit- 
ciples, acknowledge the Poſlibility d 
ſo extraordinary a ProduCtion, ag 

| | W1.. 
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which they fo loudly exclaim.'.. Now 
ſome. of their Modern Authors tell 


S us, that P/ato was born of Amphittione, 


- without the  Conjunttion of -Ari//on;, 
who was forbid to touch his Wife, 
till ſhe ſhou'd be dcliver'd of a Son, 
whom ſhe {howd conceive 'by Apollo. 
- This is'a meer Fable, I confeſs, in- 
rented jn Favohr -of a Perlon, whoſe 
jncommon Attainments made em itt» 
clin'd to think, that ev?a his Body: wag 
of a Divine Original, ſince they: thought, 

7 was fit, that'the Bodies of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who are not on a Level with the - 
reſt of Men, ſhowd have ſome honou- 
rable Mark, by which they may be ' 

" diftinguiſh'd from Vulgar Mortals. 

_ And becauſe Celſas's ' Jew continues. 
: bis Diſcourſe with our Bleſſed Saviour, 

 andridicules the Fiction, as he is pleas'd 
to call it, of his being- born of a Vir- - 

© gin, and ranks it among the Fables of 

*the Greeks, concerning Dazae, Menalippe, 

' Auge, and Antiope, 1 anſwer, that ſuch 
piryful Money as this, wou'd | look 
with an agreeable Air, ina Merry Are 
drew, who gathers.a Mob. about him, 

.and plays his , Monkey-Tricks on a 


Stage, but dowt at all become one, who 
 wou'd treat'of; Matters of great Impor-. 
© ranee, with that Gravity,: and Seriouſ- 
 nefs, which the Nature of the Things 
- may juſtly challeage from- us. | 
= «315 CHAP, 
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"HEN: Celſus, making mention 
of ſome; Things, relating to our 
Say1iour's Going into Egypt, refuſes to 
cive Credit to thoſe Parts of the Hi, 
. tory, which: coatain any Thing, that, 
15 ſupernatural, as the Angel's warning 
Joſep, 'the repured Father of our Lord, 


2nd don't examine whether his Leav- .. 


ing Fudea, and Gaing into. Egypr, will 
not admir of an Allegorical Seace; bur | 
1avents /an- Qecalion'tor his literal Go- 
10g thither; and believing, and acknow- 
ging, in ſome meaſure, the Truth . 
"of our" Mviour's -Miracles,. ( which # 
caus'd Abundance of People, to flock 
to him, efteeming him to. be*the' true 
Meſſhah but endeavouring to ſhew, - | 
that they 'were wrought by the Help. 
of Magick, and were far/from being . 
Proofs of a Divine - Commiſhan ,- he 
fays, That having beey: privately. efaca- | 
ted, be was ford to work in Egypt. 
and having {earrd thoſe Arts, for which. 
that Nation #« fo famous, he return'd itn 
t0-bis "ax? Country,” and gave out ſhut 
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he was God. But for my Part, I cant 
conceive, that a Magician wou'd fo in- 


' Þ duſtrioully promote a Religion, which 
" teaches 1s, to have a ftrict Eye to the 


Day of.-Judgmeat, eſpecially when we 
take. any {erious Aﬀair in Hand ;/nor, 


£an'we think, that he wou'd take ſuch 


Care, to inculcate_that aw. ful Solem+ 


_ nity, upon the Minds of his Apoſtles,” 


whom he deſigid to 'imploy, in*the 
promulgation''of the Goſpel,” were he 
# Perſon of fo infamous a 'CharaQter. 
For cither 'they wrought Miracles,.or 


- they did not,: ?Tis abſurd to ſuppole, 


they did no Mirai les at all; but barely 


.relying on the Authority of. a Doctrine, 
gick of the 


[7 


Which did not, like the Lo 


Schoals, recommend it ſelf to carnal 


| Reaſon, had the Courage to promote 


a'new diſcountenanc'd Religion. .And 


if they wroughc Miracles, «do's it ſtand 


to Reaſon, that a Company of Magi- 


- Clans ſhou'd agree, to expoſe themſelves 
. t9 imminenÞ# Danger, and-the greateſt 
. Inconveniencies imaginable, to pro- 
mote a Dottrine, that condemns the Uſe 


of the very Art they practic'd ? But 


' *wou'd be Loſs of Time, to confute this 


9 


Diſcourſe of Celſus, which has nothing, 


but perhaps a little witty Drollery, ro 
recommend it to the Palate of the un- 
wary, and lefs judicious Reader. 


I 4 


CHAP. 


39 


 Cnar. XXXIV. 


T TE goes on in the ſame Comical and 
| | Bantering Strain ; 1f. the Mother 
of Jejus, ſays he, was a Celebrated Beauty, 
and for that Reaſon, the Great God wa 
 Pleasr'd 10 admit her to his paſſionate Em- 
braces, one wou'd "think, that ſo excellent 
& Being ts of too Jore 4 Nature, to be 
captivated by the C | 


tune, nor Noble Birth, to recommend. her; 
but led ſo obſcure a Life, that ſhe was 
ſearce known by thoſe, who were her neaxef 
| Neighbours. (5 


" 
- ” 


[4 


harms of a frail, and 
. humane Boay, however he cou'dn't have 

wade Choice of a more improper Perſon ; 
Viz. One, who had neither a Great For- 
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C Hae. XXXV. 


E continues his Raillery, and 

| fays, That when ber Husband, the 
ay ek came to hate her, and ſue * 
a Divorce, all that' ſhe had to '\plead in 
her own Behalf, was ineffettual, to redreſs 
her Grievantes, nor did the Great God 


fee fit ( 4s much as you wou'd make 


believe, he lowd her ) to engage his Power, 
to protett her from threat'ning Danger, 
ev'n in her Natrve Country. Therefore 


"none of theſe Things, ſays he, have the 


leaſt Reference to the Kingdom of the 


Bleſſed God, But this Language, is 


juſt like that, of a Company / of - Per- 
ſons , ſcolding in the open Streets, 
who vent their Paſſion; without- the 
leaſt Regard to the Rules of Juſtice, 
or Civiluy. 7% 
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CHAKYT XXKXVD 


'TF? H EN. taking ſome Things out 

of St. Mathew's Goſpel , - or po» 
haps out of ſanie of the orher Evange- 
lifts, concerning the Dove, thar deſcend-' 
ed upon our Saviour, at his Baptitm, he 
word fain have the whole Accquar, to 
paſs for a falie, and trifling Story. . And 
having faid.enough, as he imagines, 'to 
prove, that our Saviour wasn't born of 
a Virgin, he continues his: Dilcourle, 
bur dowt treat of Things, in the Order 
of Time, in which: they came to pals, 
( for inveterate Malice can never ett- 
dure,to be confin'd to a regular Method) 
and talks, like thoſe ſhatrer-brain'd Feb 
lows, whoſe Heat, and undue-Pafſion, 
do's {0 tranſport *em, beyond the Bounds 
of Reaſon, that they don't ſtick, to {ay 
whetever comes into their Minds, -and 
ſo are hinder*'d, from managing, - in a 
becoming Way, the ſeveral Heads of 
ſevere, but unjuſt Accuſation, which 
they bring againſt their Adverſary, 
with an Air of Vanity, and Inſoleace. 
For haÞPn'r he been greatly Wanting, 


4.5. 487 tb Wc 
? Se . 


in the pretended Method he obſerves; 
he wou'd have trac'd the Hiſtory 
from 1ts. very Original, fince- his Tn- 
' tearion was, to expole jt to Contempt, 
But on: the contrary, the Mighty Cel- 
ſus, who boaſts ſo much of his com- 
rehealive Knowledge , after he had 
F ſd his Diſcourle, concerning oup 
Saviqur's Birth, immediately paſſes 
on, to the Deſcent of the Holy Spirit, 
at : his Baptiſm, in the Reſemblance 
of a Dove. . Then he finds Fault with 
the Prophecies concerning his Incarna- 
tion. . After that, he returns to what 
immediately tollow?d his Nativity, viz, 
To give an Account of the Star, that 
appear'd, . and the Wiſe Men, that 
came from the Eaff, to worſhip him, 
But any diligent Reader, may | fave 
me the Labour, of ſhowing, how con- 
fus*d_ Celjws is, throughour' the whole 
of his Book, and this one Thing is 
ſufficient, to convince: any Perſon, who 
| Joves,  Exactneſs of Method, that 
Twas a Piece of Arrogance in him, 
to give his Book the Title of 4 Trae 
Relation, and was a Strain of Vanity, 
perhaps beyond moſt Philoſophers, that 
ever went betore him, ' © | 

Plato fays, * That it dawt become 
&« the Character of a Mag, famous for 
« Wiſdom, to be poſitive in Matters, 
« which are /inyoly'd 1n very great 
ER ER 
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y obſcoruy." ” And 1 Chrifopue , after 
he has giv'n the Reaſons, that indud 
him to be of this, or that Opinion, 
do's modettly refer us to rhole Perſons, 
who are able to givea more clear, and 
exact Accounc. But this mighty Man, 
being much wiſer, I ſuppoſe, than 
Plaro, Chryſippus, and all the Greek Phi- 
toſophers, gives his Book the engaging 
Titleof 4 Irue Relation, which {uits 
well enough, I confels, with his Boaſt+ 
ing, thar he dida't want to be inform? 
od Opiniqns, which the Chriſtians 
held. 

But that it mayn't. be thought, that 
I pals by what he fays, for Wanr of 
being in a Capacity, to return him a 
proper, and ſufficieat Anſwer : I have 
reſoly*d to examine every Material Ar- 
ticle, tho? I cannot obſerve fo ſtrict 2 
Method, 'as I wou'd, but am farc'd' {o. 
far to comply, ev'n with the Folly of 

my. Advertary, as to; trace him thro? 
the Labyrinth of his confus'd Diſcourle. 

Let us fee then, whar he has to offer, 
againlt the Deſcent of the Holy Spirit, 
on our Bleſſed Saviour, jn the Reſem- 
blance of a Dove, 
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Cnar, *XXXVU. 
THE Jer, whom.Ce/ſ;perfonates, 


. directs his "Diſcourſe tg" our' Sa- 
_ viour, in'the following Words; You pre- 
ena, ſays he, that .a Bird appear'd to 
.J0n, at your Baptiſm; but can you' prouuce 
. any credible Perſon, rhat was preſent, to ſee 
,#t ; .Or, heard the Voice from Hears, 
' (by which, you ſay, you were declar'd,\' to be 
the Son of God) beſides your ſelf; and (if 
' ve may. take your Word) another Perſon 
of the ſame pityful Claſs? 217 
| But before I return him a'dire& and 
full Anſwer, T muſt beg Leave, to'make 


one Remark, that ?ris very difficulr, . 


and in ſome Caſes,” impoſſible, ro give 
evident, and undeniable Proots, of the 
Certainty. of undoubted”” Matters of 
FaQ. 4 0} NEST 792110 
Suppoſe any One ſhou?d ay, there 
)_ Never was ſuch a Scene of Attion, as 
«the Trojan ' War, grounding his bold 
-* Affirmarion, on the ſeeming Impoſſi- 
bility, of ſome of the material Circum- 
 ſtantes, which atteadet"it* and- nor 
conceiving,” how ther2 ſhowd- be, 1» 
| ; . YET UH 
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Cel 


ſon, as Achilles 
is repreſented to us, the Son of Peleus, 
and- Thetis, the Goddeſs: of the . Sea ; 
or Sarpedon, the Son of Jupiter, or 
Alcalaphus, and Falmenus, the Sons of 
Mars ; or:£neas, the San of /, eh; how 
cou'd we convince him of his groſs - 
Miſtake, whea fo many Fables, be- 
ing} interwoven with the Body gf the 
- Hiſtory, are fo readily, and fo univer- 
fally believ'd ? Or ſuppoſe, any Perſon 
| ſhow'd call into Queſtion, the Story of 
Ocdipae, aud Focaſta, and Ereocles, and 
. . Pohmices, their Sons,. by reaſon of what 
4s: confidently -related, concerniag_. the 
Sphinx, a cerrain Monſter, that was | 
half a. Virgin.,. how. cou'd we / de- 
monſtrate, that. the whole Account is 
true ? | CRT 
L might ſay the ſame, concerning 
the ſecond Theban War, which was con- 
tinu'd, IF the Poſterity' of them, who 
had loſt their Lives 1n the firſt (tho? 
that be/more free fromthe Appearance 
of Fi&tion, than;the former Story ) and 
concerning the Return of the Heraclide 
to Peloporneſas ; and I might inftance in 
many. other Things, of the like Nature, 
- which are. recorded in the Hiſtories of 
the; Greeks. , But he who reads, *em 
without. a TinCQture of Prejudice, and / 
with-a ſincere Deſire, that he' may nor 
' be deceiv'd, will judge, how far he is 
| requir'd, 
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requir'd, to yield - his ready, and frm __ 1} 
Afſent; what Paſſages he mutt take in 
an Allegorical © Sence,” and "what he 
muſt reje&, as being writ in Favour of 
ſome, -particular, Perſons, and ,will en- 
 deavour,/to- find out. 'the true;.and full 
Meaning of thoſe, who were the Ori- 
ginal *Authors of theſe Stories, which 
.'\'the Greeks, who 'are a learned NA 
-doſo; generally believe. IL ward lay 
_-- down this Pre iminary, with reipect to 
_ + the entire, and amazing Hiſtory -of our 
.-'Saviour's Life,” as tis - impartially : re- 
*; Jated in the Goſpels,” and I don't men- 
+1. tioa this; as if: I. wou*d:have the» more 
. 1ntelligeat; aad learned: Sort,of People, 
to take: Things va-truſt, but $6 -ſhew, 
that the: Reader:/has great Need of 
Candor, joyn'd-with'a ,tevere Applica- 
tion, and muſt penetrate, if I: may fo 
ſay, into; the''very Spirit of - the Au- 
thors,' -if he wou'd take their Writings 
in their, true Sence,. and utmoſt- Lati- 
tude, I anſwer then, inthe firſt Place, {3 
thar: if the Perſon ,.. who .reje&ts' the ©. 
-- Account, that's giv?n, of the /Spirit's - 
© - | appearing to our -Saviour, in the':Re- 
ſemblance of a Dove,'. was a Follower | 
of Epicurus, Democritus, - or Ariſtotle, 
there wou'd be ſome: plauſible Ground 
for his.Incredulity, becauſe then; Icon- 
fels, he 'wou'd obſerve his CharaQter. 
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CH:4 e. XXNVIIL 


I UT Celjus, with all -his Wiſdom, 
 Þ } ſeems. to:me, to. have -quite jor- 
got, that all this while he was ſpeak-. 
1ng,”in the Perſon of a Few, 'whom we 
muſt ſuppoſe, .to yield a firm: Aﬀent, 
to many Paſſages in the Prophets, that - 
wou'd ſooner : be- liable to: ſhock our 
Reaſon, than any Thing related in - 
the Hiſtory, of which, I am- now diſ- :. 


- Courſing. [For one might ask+ this pre- 


tended: Jew, who 'wo'm't: believe, that 


the Holy Spirit appear*'d to our” Bleſ- 


ſed Saviour, in the Reſemblance of a 
Dove ; Pray Sir, how- wil) you be ever 
capable, o gre: evident, and unde- 
niable Proof, that' God fpoke to Adam, 
Eve, Cain, Noah, Abraham; Tjaac, or Jacob, 
as* your Scriptures do plainly affert he 
did? And, to fet Hiſtory againſt Hi- 
ſtory, I wou'd 'addreſs” this Few after 
the following Manner; Dear Sir, you 
cairc be ignorant, that Ezekiel, who 
is one of your own celebrated Pro- 
plets, has thete very Words, 'The Hea- 
vens were oped, and I jaw V, "_ +4 

+ ot 


wy of the Lileieſs of ofirdyl ; _— of the 
es and he' ſaid''to.\mti-" 

':Now if-choſe Things, thevaits. reg: 

: of our Saviour,. muſt be atknows 

Fools co-be falle, becauſe; as yolrfilak; 

| they have not ſufficient, extrinlick Eviz 

dence, to:recarhmend *em'to the World 3 

- Hace, yau. affirm; They were ſeen and 

' hears, by no Perſon but hinifelf7 aHd' ant 

ther, of the ſame pityfal Cliſs; Have we 

not. .more Renlas ro ſulpeQt; that E264 
kiel: impos'd uPOn usg- when he fad ; 

_ thi the Heav'ns were opet'd” tg" his 
Niew? | And tho? ths Prophet T/aiah 
The 1 ſaw thei: Lord ; ' ſfn1mg- p04 4; vi, 

5 hi hy and lifted av, abave it ftood y, 1; 
er iphims,  exth*one had fix Wings ; 

— Sir, what racional Aſſurance have 
Fou, [that he .really” ſw; rliis- enter- 

- ining,' and amazing. Sighr? You bez 

leve chart. cheſe Things/are''tfue, 3nd 

come: from the Spirit'of God; wh fei- 

'ther can-be deceriv'd,-nor will deceive 

\-us4ndare perſwadet},not only, that the 
- Prophet ſaw em, but alſo that he was 

[Divinely-inipir'd, when he comuiitred 

» theſe T 10gs to! Writing. + ik 
2b Bus I as, which-'of theſe tiiree, is 

85 molt- fit we ſhow'd believe, - Ezekiel; 

* Iſcizbz or our Bleſſed Saviour ?."Fhe v9 

former did- nothing; that deferves ty 

SelpGpar'd, or vn; mention! d;] with 

K Whac 


< 


o 


= | what the: latzer has. fo 


*s 


kable' Lnuftre, at-this Diftance of Time, 


in _the;Converſion, ang exemplary Re- 

formation. of thoſe, who believein God 

, __ thro''bim.: And thatall thoſe wonder»* 

ful Effeas,: which \'weg- frequently. ſee, 

are. 0winsg..to..his infinite Power, .I 10 | 

fer from hence, that: as he faid, and, | 

© _ as. conſtant Experience. may convince | 

Mat. ix. US, . #he.| ſincere Labourers are few," 104 | 

V. 37-comparative Sence;.and yet the. Farveſt 

ibid. V3z80f Souls great ; that is, 'yaſt Numbeis | 

are, eyery- where, almoſt .coatinually, 
brought - into, God?s'\ 'Fhreſhing-Floor,, 

if-I. may, fo fay , Imean, the viſible 


Church. 


/ it - - This I day to: a; Jew:, . not as. ,if 0} 
had the leaſt Deſign,. to: derogate: from. | 

the Honour, . which' 1 am ſenlible,. 5. 

due to Ezekiel, and -Ifaish,: (for-that 

wou'd be.yery inconliftent, © with the - 
Profeſhon, which.'L make, of the Chriy | 


convince him , if it--be poſſible; 


blly diſplay'd, F 
when he appear'd, and dwelt on Eartli; W- 
bur: ſhings/ with a; happy, :and -remar. 


| [tian Religion, which::is built: oh; the. 
Jewiſh Prophets, as well as. 0a:0ur $44: 

Eph. ii. Y20ur's Apoſtles, Jefus Chrift bimſe(f bi« 
V. 20. ing the chief Corner-ſtaze, ) but I wau'd. 

. og þ« n. 

the Principles, in which.,we both:agree, 

that we have far more Reaſon; to.give. 

Credit to rhe Report of our: Blefſed 
Saviour, | 


G EY * DET : 
3 eaftd.. aol acoift ec.” ence Sc. _S--cuqmtmcCs ac... 


FU. ® 


viour, Who bs re ire rc _Wſ he 
0 aa ſuch Bo s, and,” foriou br 
0 know, did acquairit bi Diſcip 
bow the Viſion which _ FAS a it 
Voice which he. hear "Heawa-- 
"Perhaps, ohjee a) Saioff 
US That en they, who have gh 5 att 
Ae vr, ef the Holy Spirit's Hoppe aring | 
4h wblayct of” a Die, a of 
that tame trom y-< þ po 
=. 6 Thing fo much 4s from ar Se 
"rozr's Mouth, ſince, ev's accorMling: 1” 
Dur own Nitione, the ſame Spirit, which 
| Infpir'a. Moſes; to_write a Hiſtory of 
what 'paſs'd for many Ages, before ever 
hei'was born; ev'n from the Creatitn of 
the "War 1d to Abe” Time; of Abfahathi ; 
who, in ſome Sence, ' was the Father of the 
Jewiſh Race might alſo mmeazately re= 
Ved! "i oke frange' Paſſages; which: happend 
"our Setiour's) ORF | nz t6 the het 
E wtf. 


v1 voor'd, with bh the mf 
cal the Gifr of: Wiſdort, can eaftly ac< 
coltar! for rhe Opening of Heav? n, and 
"Mign. a Reaton, why. the Holy Spi- 
 Wappeard;” ro- our Bleſſed Sayiour in 
\ tReſemblance of a Dove; rather than 
the Shape of any ochier. Animal. 

However, theſe: are Niceries, chat are 
foreign to our r preſent Purpote. 


| tHe; K 2 All: 


"Things, that are much more imprg- 


as this, into. the Mouth, of one, whom 
he calls .a Jew 5 who, if he be not.fal 
to. his Pretenſions, mult believe ſevera 


bable, than any Thing. related in. the 


Hiſtory , .of which, I am now diſs | 
courling. .. Y EW. 
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" Remember, in a; Diſputation',.-} 
T had with ſome. Celebrated -Jenib 
Dottors, and before a great Deal 
Learned" Company, :who were at: once 
Witneſſes, and Judges of what I ſaid 
I ugd- this Argument againſt :?em; 
Pray Gentlemen, let. me know, faid4 
ſince two Perſons haye appear*d,. upon 
the :Stage of the World, . who are: coſt} 
fidently 'reported, to: have done ſueh 
Things, as were vaſtly - beyond: | the 
Sphere © of _ Nature; : wis.. _— . the 
Lawgiver of the Jews, who has writ 
the Hiſtory of what -he did ; and 

; * JESUS 


s# WWE: 


- make between *em, that we muſt be. 
leve, forſoorh, that © Moſes deliver'd 
© nothing, but what was true, tho? the 
Egyptians reproach him, as one thar 
dealt with the Devil; but muſt look 

- upon our Saviour, as a vile Impoſtour, 
'B on the Account of the ſevere Accuſa- 
'Y tions, which you bring againſt him, 
'Y Ve ſec, that both thete Perſons, have 
their, Authority ſupported, by the Te- 
ſtimony of a great Body of People, 

Moſes has his ſupported by the ready, 
and joint Teſtimony of the Jewiſh Na- 

ll "tion, and qur Sav4oxr his by the General 
| puffrage of the Chriſtians, who don't 
deny Moſes, to be a Prophet ſent from 
; God; but confirm the Hiſtopy of our: 
Saviour, ey?n by 'the Sacred, and Un- 
Vviſputed Authority of 'your celebrated 
Moſes. 'It therefore, you delire us, to 
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Juſtify our ConduR, in-paying foawful 
2, Regard to. our Bleſſed Siviour, do 
4 ou firſt aſſign ſome Reaſons, why you 
belieye. in Moſes, who came into ,ths 
World, many Ages before the izcarnute 
Jeſs, and then, it may be tims to ac- 
438 EE quaing 
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Reaſons, why 


t you, ws he CC atiogal Grounds 
quinn our Faith is built. ' | | 
t if you refuſe: to. give us any 
you. believe in Moſes, 
neicher ſhall we think fit to acquaint 


you, with thoſe we have, far belieyin 
1n our. Saviour, qr. .if you. arg.nor able 
tq offer any 'Demonſrative Arguments | 


ia favour of your juſtly celebrated Moſes, 
be pleas'd to hear, what Arguments we 
can bripg; ey'n "from. the Law, and the 
Prophets, to prove, chat our Jeſus is 
the was Meſſi Wh, o, which, 15 ſome; 
thing ſtrange, tho uments, _ 
Which) we Re fon he Og rn 
Writings, to prove, that qur Saviour. 
had a Divine Commiſſion, do, at the 


1ame Time, prove, that Moſes and the 


Prophers were Perſons, who were 1; 
mediately inſpir'd. | Byt to yeturn. 
The Law, and the Prophets, abound, 


with : as fhrange Stories, .2s that of tlic 


Dove, that "POS ro. our Saviour, at 
lus Baptiſim'; and the Voice, that cams 
to Him! out. ot Heay? 0; and that it was 
the Spirit'of God, har appear'd, to him 

mY the Reſem blance of a Dove, 'dos, "; 
think, at leaſt” ſeem highly. probable, 
{rom the Conlideration ot the Miracles, 
bebo our Saiour rovght, yhich Ce; 
fas rh va of w OE Ms ay 
SY ik be by Jorg. 194/08 
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ſteps- of” that/ Holy: Spirit, .* who+ ap- 
pear*d' to our Saviour: in' the Reſem- 
lance ab a- Dove, do remain among 
Chriſtians, 10! this. very Day. They 

© difpoſſets; Degors, perforin many wor 
derful'Cures, and ſometimes, when God 
ſees fit, they fareſee, and foretel furure, 

| diſtant, and; very” contingent/ Events. 


linpteflion--0n cheir-Minds, whethor'it 
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' a Dream, or:V ifion, or ſame-other Way, 
that inſtead!-of being .implacable Enex: 
 mies-ro Chriſtianity, as oace they were, | 
they have chearfully,-and -evintrium- 
phantly, , laid down their Lives, for the 
Sake of their Profeſſion, and ſeal'd the: 
Truth with their warmeſt Blood, © 
If I ſhou'd only relate thoſe - Things,' 
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Fant  Celfus. 
Spirit, "ear our Bleſſed Saviour; or, 
that the Son, and" k +, were both 
| ent! by the Father, the latter of which 3 
' two Interpretations, ſeems to me; 1 _— 
confeſs; to-be true, and' genuine; and | | 
becauſe our Saviour was ſent firſt; and 
' then the Holy Spirit, that the Pros 
an 1#he be tulfiPd; the Accom- 
7 Mars "of which, was ' reſery% for 
Future” Ages, ' for ' that Reaſon amgng 
athers, L: judge it" is, that Things are 
| related, as Oy are, by ' the po meat 


| Cran XL 


N D fince Celſua's Jew do's ; in 
ſome fort, acknowledge, that our J 
Saviour: ; was baptiz'd by John the Bap- \ 7 
tiff, I you'd: = uce the/Teſtimony of 
a. Famous Authar, who liv'd quickly 
after, Imean Joſephus, wha inthe x8 
Book afthis| Jemſh- Antiquities , lays, 
 # That Jobiwithe Baptiſt was inveſted 
© xvith Authority to haptlnc, 'and pro- 
#. mis'd- :Remiſhon' of! Sin; to nes 


yo Fat cine i on ap wet 


\ The 


vidass. yer © Yd; to; be, ſome- 
Fu Approach :ito- Truth, .and:: to. 
acknowledge, thar;irwag remarkable 
| ent. Whit ſent upon the: 
Jewyb Nation, for killing James the 
juſt, ( who was Brother to Jeſus, who is 


without doubt, a_ very 'Virruous, and 
ious Man 

7” This Teak was .thg. FISY Perſon, 
Es ae that fincere Follower; and 
emineat. 'Apoltle of our Blefſed Lord, 
_falis vs. thaghe went iq viſit, htcau 


was. propen\forr him, -not fouls 
Ie = pod being;'! i} @© peculiar 
Jence,; of tht. Maine , /and© Blobd; 
ascan- the. Arogney :he' ado irable, 
Paerine pon oy  hath'o 

INC; :alA(\ ranger 7 

ll then»rhe;-fore-me ond. Av 
{aps, Ting rlts- Deſtrydhitin bf 
&< ſalem, WaS:omw! a'the Ja 
* Death of James the juſt -4 xs much 
mare Reaſon is there to believe, *twas 
; really, 
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; we | 

principally” owing to the 
Crucifixion of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
whoſe Pivinity ,- 3s: ſo frequently at- 


teſted; by ſa many large, and- united: 


by 4 


Bodies. of . Men, 'that conſiſt. of ſuch; 
Perſons, as have-left-their viciuvus Pra- 
tices, devote themſelves -to- the Ser» 
vice of their great Creator, and liberal 
zenefaftor, and. in all their Aftions, 
ave a moſt ſerious Regard to his: 
Honour, and- Intereſt in the World. 
_ And: tho! the, pretended Few, ſhou'd 
make no Apology for the Prophet Ezes 
 kiel, and. ]/aiah, ſince wei meet with 
Paſſages 10 their Writings, and in the 
reſt. of the. Prophets, which" are na. 
les ſtrange, I am ſure, than' thoſe 
which, are related in the Goſpels, . cor 
Cerning our Blefſed. Saviour - viz. That 
the Heavens were open'd, and- that he 
\ heard a Voice: from. thence ;+1I ſhall 
endeavgur. to.{ſhew , that all, -who 


” C be of 


be ieve an over-ruling Providence, ac- 
knowledge', there, have been- prater- 
natural Viſions, and ſuch: whortkn fu- 
ture Events, relating tothe Afﬀairs' of 
, humane Lite, have Fea more. clearly, 

pr. more ,ob{curely repreſented to eo 
_ Warm Imagination ; -1 fay, I 'ſhall en-- 
cleavour.to thew, that the: Aſſertors of 
Providence acknowledge , : that ſuch; 
Vaſions bave been ſeen, by :Perſons 1n 
their, Sleep ; and 'thar *ris' no: difficulr 
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Fc ooo oekeridgs We 
x6 Origen againſt Celſus. 


Matter to conceive, upon this Hypo: 
theſis, thar the "fame Impreſſions may 
be made on the Imagination, whea a 
Perſon is awake "Whether they be de- 


fign'd by God, for the private Benefit 


of ſome particular Perſons, or to pro- 
mote the ſpiritual Adyantage'of Man- 
kind in general, and as in our Sleep, 


_ tho? there be nothing to ftrike upon 


our Seznle of Sight, or Hearing, yet 
we ſtrongly imagine, that we ſee ſych 
ObjeRs, and hear ſuch articulate Sounds, 
when *cis our rational Faculty, that's 
all this while at Work, and undergoes 
theſe various, and ſtrange' Senſations: 
So there's no Abſurdity, ia ſuppoling, 
thar the ſame Thing might happen 
to the Prophets, when we read, that 
the Heav*ns were open'd to *em, thar 
they ſaw ſtrange Sights, and: heard the 


Voice of the great God himſelf. 


For my Part, I dowt ſuppoſe, that 
the yiſlible | Heavens were open'd, and, 
in a ijteral Sence, were cleay*d aſun- 
der, to. give the Prophet Exzekie/ an 
Qccaſion, for'writing as he do's. 

And-1-am' fully fatisfy*d, that they 
who read the Golpels, with any Mea- 
ſure of Judgment, won't underſtand 
our' Saviour's Viſion, in the, groſs 
Senſe of the Wards of Scripture, tho? 
F am not a little* ſenſible, that the ig- 


| narant Sort of People, who; at” every 
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Turn, —_ to RE an Idle. Whim- | | 
ſ\ of. their .own, will allow the Frame 
I Vaiverſal Nature,.. to ;be. .thak'd 
trom' off irs Hinges ;"and imagine, that 
ſo.,vaſt, and compatt . Aa Body, as. that 
of the Heavens, was rent.in two; will 
be. offended with any Diſcourſe in Di- 
vinity, that. do's in the leaſt; . interfere 
with the literal, and.. moſt; ; -obvious 
Seace . of Scripture. Ig 
© Bur. one. who dives. to: the Bottom 
of. Things, will find, . that, according 
to. the Account, we, have, in, Holy 
Writ, there is a certain, Divine Know- 
Ige, which none, - but- a few, happy 
Perions. have, (as Solowon. lays, Thog \,.. + 
ſhalt find ' the Knowledge of) the. Lord) Wo. 
and. that the ſeveral Branches of it, 
are. ſuch as: follow viz.  . A Sight; .a- 
dapted to the Contemplation of: Qh- 
jects,..that are beyond, the Sphere; of 
unaffiſted Nature, ſich as Cher nou and 
| Seraphims ; a Hearing; ſuited to the Fer- 
ceptien of Sounds, valtly. different from 
thoſs,,, :which are foray'd 1a the-[Awir; 
a Taſt, that can reliſh the living Bread; © -iv? 
that came.dowa from Heaven ; a.Smell; © -* 
that - can. diſtinguiſh 'thac Heaycaly 
Perfume, of which, the Apoſtle ſpeaks; 
whe he ſays, We, are upto God: 8 freer, Cor: i; 
Savour of Chriſt ; and a Touch, of which; V. 15. 
St. John,..ſpeaks, \ when..he lay 151.) Oar; 1ohn 
Harte have add. of thro Hoa of VL. 
Life. 


: : 


/ deſcending, and riniaining, the. 


The Bleſſed Prophet heh be- 
ing Parrakers of theſe Diyine Cty 
ons, and ſeeing; 
ſmelling, 'in' a Way that is > rey 
ſupernatural, we pc pr 
'Things;” in the ſame Setice ich 
we nook rake aher Pick th PET; 
where he's faid; to have ear the Book 
that- was deliver'd him. © © 
In this Sence' it was that 1/atc ele 
the feet Savour 'of the Divifie* Gar- 
tents of his Son, avid profiowid' this 
upon hirfi; ' See 'the Smell” of my 
Sou oo \s 'the Smell of '4 Field; which vi 
Lui has bleſp45 And after the fime 
Manner; our Saviour 'touchl'd tlie- Les 
per, which T think; mult be*tinders 
ſtood 'of a Spiritual, father thin Corp0s 
real Touch, - that © lie "might 'nbt -bnly 
cleanſe” him, as fome-rliink, "from! his 
bodily 'Diſtemper; but chiefly, thar he 
wight purg Fer T m {rom the viker, and 
ore dange foly ſy of Sin:® "Ahd 
after the ge wor fe omg the Bap- 
tit bears 'Withefs in "Y wing 
Words, 1 ſaw tht $1 pirit defce "4 
Heawn, like 4 Dove, and it” To 
him, and 7 kat bim wt; bat he that | nt 
me 10: baptize. with Water, the ſalt ſaid 
t0-me, upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit 
ame is he; 
who baptizts with the Holy Ghoſt; and F 
fan, , "and bare Records that this is the' $ on 


:God, And the Heav? ns were .open'd 
tour bleed Saviour, when there was 
no Perla; pre efenr, as far as I can ga- 
- _ ther from the Account, which we have 
"1 epopeys to be an Eye,.,and Ear. 
_  Witneſs.@f what ha' A 

. Cept John the Bapriff. 


0 our proge farerold his Diſci- 


alfo -fhow'd {ee ”t 

Lop Or” faymg;, Yerilyj Vx i, 
L (xy. anto ws that hereafrer you\flaul: 
Heav?n: opens and the ; Ajigels of aſe 

| 0 <Spndiag: hipor —_ Sans oj 


--,And, in the: for ping Sence,," we 
| muſt anderitand-:that: Placer of Strips 
ture ;: where ?tis ſaid, that St; Pal ad 
carry'd up to the rhitd, or highett Hea- 
ver, which before 'was open'd:try him, 
ſince; 'we are well-afſurd,' he:was,one 
'of he {incere Followers, and: molt emi- 
neat Apoſtles af+ out: Bleiſed Lotd. :Buc 


ro/him, CX<. 


as:for-thoſe Words; Whether in the Boay,'* Cor-vii 


Rs of Quit: of the Body, 11 cart tell," God:knows:; 
is not my Butih&ſs at preſent, oi In! 
Gt, _ ent. CB 9433 1 bt 
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ave _— oh *" 
\\ IS - this, 
by | Sicko any Warraat. from 
Scripture, or - Reaſon, -as far'as*I-can 
fee,..umagines, that our$aviour did :ac- 
___ his Diſci les, with the ſtrange 
that td dup pee to himyithat 
cavens. wh been open, and anc 
jeu the: Spirit'o God, h 
upon hini-at the River Jordan ' 
\Butthis mighty Man,with all his Wil: 
Es, domy ſeems not at in % 4 have coy 3 
E- e Incong zongruity..0 a Suppoſition, ' + 
=. - with 'rhe Gboeral: Practice of our _ 
j  - " 'Saviour,, who'forbad., his Diſciples, ito 
make +mentioa of the  Vilion, which 
he ſaw -upon/ the Mountain, *cill he 
ſhou'd riſe from the Dead. And; No: 
thing was more common, as appears 
from the Goſpels, than for our Bleſſed by 
Saviour, tO > what lay in his Power bis 
to avoid all Talk, that was in favour of 
Ka r. himſelf. - Therefore he ſays, If I bear 
3" Witneſs of. my ſelf, my Witneſs is not 
true, And becauſe he induſtriouſly Wi 
avoided 
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l ; "Evid ary | Thing thir favour'd of. 
0":  Self-A laule, and had rather. that. his 


BB Works ou'd. raiſe lim, and d&mon- 
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ſtrats to ths World, that he was the 
true Meſiah, the Jews fiid co lim, If 
'tbou be,zhe. Chriſt, do \thou tell As plainly; 

And becatiſe the Jew, whom Celſrs 


| ; E rſonates, ſpeakitg of the Appearance 


the Holy Spirir, to our Savior, in 


the Reſemblance of a, Dove, lays, 


44> 


tere's no Body; to auteit the Truth, of 
what Ls. x to | you, beſides / your ſet}, 


4nd another Perſon, of, the'\ [ame pityfal 


laſs, T rhigk ir will be ſeafonable, aad 
hly feceſfiry, to ſhew, thar he 
ks 16 ſich a manner, as is' very v2 uity 
e to the CharaRer he bears And . 


T this | is Evident, trom the diferene Rex 


, Whicli che Jews py ro Chriſt, and 
\' Johiz the Baptiſt, borli with Re- 
t to their Perivns, and heir Suts- 


"rings, which| ro me is a ufficiene 


3 Argument, that, after 211 che Pretgen- 
— fions which he makes ts Kuowledge, 
- -hecou'dn'r perfonate a Jew, d: :courting 


(e oficur. 


-toaliltently . with our Blefled 'Sa- 
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"FF HE NCelſ,(T dowt well know 
ENT how, but I tuppoſe, -purpoſely ) 
'2overlooks one of the moſt cogent Ar- 
+guments,. that can be. brought, in Fa- + 
your of: our- Ble(ſed | Lord'; wiz. - His © 
. being foretold by the:iJewiſh Prophets, | 
by. Maſes,-and thoſe, who fucceded him, 
-.and ev. by ſome, who liv*d-long before 
him. _: Lprefume, *rwas for.this politick * 
Reaſon, : becauſe he. knew very well, 
- that he cowdwt return any. tolerabk 
- Anſwer to a Propoſit:on, ro which both ' 
the Jews, and rhe greateſt Hereticks did : 
-atſent,, who all agree, that many of the | 
Prophecies of the Jewiſh Prophets ' were 
2ccompl.{h'd, in. the Perſon of - him, 
whom! we believe -.to be: cher: True 
Meſbahe. f : T2 re 
And: perhaps, he had never read the 
Prophecies, bur had heard @ general, and 
lovie Report concerning em. For if 
ne had known, that there have been 
ſeveral Prophets, who have foretold 
+ our Saviour's Appearance in-the World, 
G&rcainly he wou'd never have put 
thele 
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[hols Words, into'the Mouth of a+ Fer, 
ret T thiak , wou'd much: __—_ 
| have become .4 JDamarnt a; OT v.45 
| Tuce,) viz. 'My Propher fad porvic { y 
"4% Jerufalerh, rhat the Son of God: n we FA 
Come to i reward the Rinhteous, gl 
| the Wicked. ; 
For: ſurely, there have. been more! 
"than one Prophet; that have; propliz» 
dof our Bleifed Saviour, tinze ev 
> Sadddces, and the Serar itangy wo! 
no more than the: Peataterch , 
* can't but ſee; if they are: not Ww; fully 
Hud, that © Jioſes | I; mielt has pio- 
y*d hs eee him; ang;Jris 212; 
[= the Prophecy ſhaw, be! pubs 
ſd 'at Jeruſalem, ſince the: Name of 
no-fuch Place was known, tor Nnany 
_ Ages after Moſes. 
By the Way; I. wiſh with ail my. 
Heart; that all our \implacable Ad- 
 yerfaries; unkis it ſhou'd pleate God 
' convert *em, were as igaurant on 
1 Celſms, not only! of the true, | and 14 
-Sence of the "Things, of which _— 
- Sriprure treats ; bur alſo! of the vel y 
"Teccer of it, that 'fo+ their Dijcourics, 
2 mc having: that Colour of Reaign 
| whicli- ſomerimes they have, the > 
on:Puople! might nor. fo mui, as or 
LE ſhore Space ' of | 'Fime, yagi, -Cv': 
"the'weakeit Afſeor io any Lhung, they 


«rg able ro prodiice, againth us. 
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164 Oren againf WD 'Þ 
' Belides no Jw,'but. one, wha » 
brought over to the Religion whiclt |}. 
we embrace, .will acknowledge, thar KI. 
3 _ the Prophets foretold, that the Son of B'. 
IE God was to come: into the World. |. 
F ; What tlie Jews fay 'is this, that the. 
3 Meſſiah is to come, and in their. Dif: 
putations/ with us, the firft Queſtion 
almoit which they ask, 1s, H/bo #5 this 
Son of God, of whom you talk Fl much} 
intimating to us, that they don't bes | 
lieve, - that any ſach Perſon was ever. | 
ittended by the Prophets. . 
For my Parr, I firraly believe, that. 
the Perſon, of whom there are ſo many 
Predictions, in the Writings of the | 
ey Prophets, is the Son of God; 
ur I cawr, for my -Life, conceive; 
how a Few, who denies this plain Af | 
ſertion, can confittently with his Cha- : 
 radter, make ule of the following Words, 
: My Prophet [aid formerly in Jerufalemy 
that the Son of God was to come into the 
4O World. Then Celſus adds the following! 
Words, To reward' the. righteous, and to 
puniſh the wicked. And, as if this was. 
all chat was fore-told, and there were 
_ no Predictions, concerning. the Place of 
our Saviour's Nativity, or the . unjuſt, : 
and barbarous Treatment , which he 
met with, .at -the Hands of his own 
Country-men the Jews, or his Reſur-/ 
retion from the dead, or the Miracles. 
be 


) | 


vey be ſaig of many Perſons, 


Y fame Thin " 

4 ; : ee lin? befure, and af! er | you, with 
more reaſon, than you can ſay it of your 
W7 ? and ſeeming to infinuate, that 


tliere were abundance of-/Perſans, - ta 


whom this Prophecy might firly be 
apply'd, as well in all reipe&s, as tq 


gar-Blefſed Saviour ; he fays, Several 


_  Embhaſia/ts "and Impoſtors have. claim'd; * 
the venerable Title, of the Sox of God, 
and bave ſaid, chat they came \davn from 
Hearn ; | tho*\ F know not. 2 What, 


Ground he cou'd. have, for uſing this 


 KpreſGon, fince the Jews do ſtrongly 


deny, that vur Saviour was. the Son. 
gf God, Ta.thisI anſwer, that ſeve- 
ral Prophets:have prophecy'd in a dit- 


_ manner; concerning the Mah, 


ſome by obſcure, and almoſt avintelli- 


F ;ble Hines, others by Allegories, and, 


e in the! plaineſt, and moſt expreſs 
Terms imagioable. Anq becaule Cel/ws 


 diſtovers his Malice, and exceſhive- 


Heat, in the Sequel of his Diſcourſe, ic: 


where, the Jew, ſpeaking [thoſe 0 
his own Natiun, -that were converted 


tlie Chriſtian "Faith, has the, Conhs 
ow to ſay, That the Prophecies which 


gre" apply'd to. our Saviour, may be other-, 


wiſe and much better accommodated ; 1 


- think, it may not be improper at-pre- 


L F lents 


A as; he fays, Wh hows this 
© Prophee be appropriated 10 you; when the 


| 


"TTY to ate. 4n- oate Gw of 2 em A 
which 'are "molt" conſiderable. And _ 
here 1t any-Perſon employ: his aa , 
Skill, I- dety hin#-ro k_ the Faith: 


{#:ans, «7 34117; 


 D7AF ? 66-the: Place: of tae Ganienehi 6 


Natiyity, tis: ſaid; 1That''a- Rater ſball 
come” forth- from Berhlchem, in the tol- 
x ng Words, Butiirhow, Bethlehem 
. Pphratahy-#ho* 'thog"be\ little among the 
4 howſaus of Judah; yet aut of thee ſhalk 
he cont forth *unto" me; who is to be Rutey 
in Tiract ;*#hoſs Going forth have been 
from of Od; from Everlaſting... > 
Fliis' Prophecy cart, weath, any Shew: 
of Reilon;*be apply'd to thoſe Extha-: 
ftaſts and Tmpoſtors, as. Crlfus calls *em, 
who ſay, 'they came dowin-from Hea- 
ven, unleſfvirplainly appears, thar they! 
vere born at'/Bechlehem, or as the Words 
may be render'd, came-forth-fram Berh- | 
tehers, tobe Rulers of the:People. As. 
for our Saviour's being'born at Berkles 
hem, if any Perſon be-difſarisfy*d with 
= Prophecy- of Micah, and the 'Ac- 
ount -Which 15 giv*n by the Evyange+ 
" Bits let' bin only conſider,” that the 
Cave,-in which he wag born, and rhe 
Manger, in which he lay, are to becen 
£ the fore: menrion'd Piace-ta this yery 
Þa * And this 'is a Truth fo well 
known, * nad 16 cred;bly atteſted, that 
evan 


of any" p{cliGiqus, an cltabliſh'd Chris : 
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| Jr's, who & worfiped ty theyClertfhens 


F . And 'tis my -Opinion, that before! 
our Saviour did make his: Appearance ,  * 
in the World, the chief \Prietts; and { 

the Teachers: of. the People ,\ openly /.-: 


- confe(sd; and taught, that-ehie*Mejliah 
. was to he born at Berblehem; and that 
| vn the common People /among! the; 


Jews were acquainted with'this Pro- 
BF phecy, which was |delivet!d, in--ex+ | 
_ pres, and very familiar 'Fur.ps.- Hence, 


1©-came to-paſs,:thar- Herpd, enquiring 
_ ofithe- chief Prieſts, and Scribes, where: 
-. the- 74h ſhou'd. be | born, 'receiv'd 
this Anſwer,” that he ſhou'd ;be born 
= av'Beihlehem, in, the Land: of Judea, 
- which. was: honowr'd, by .-being - the: 
' Place;, ' from | which (no leſs. a Perſon 
_ than King David himſelf did ſpring; 
- Beſides we read: in St. Johns Golpe 
'. that the Jews ſaid, that Chriſt was. to 
' be born at Bethlehem ; which- was in 
. the' Native - Country” of the: fore-men- 
tiowd King. But when -our,: Saviour 
 was' come into the Warld, thoſe Per. 
ſons, who - left no Stone unturn'd, ta 
. appoſe. the Religion, which he intro= 
_ duE&d, did: no longer teach, that. the 
'2 Meſſiah was to be bora at Bethlehem, 


L 4 plaiply 


= 27 {who ate "Strangers to the 
_ Þ Chriſtian Religios, are frequently/heard: 
 # to'fay, Heres :the Cave, ip which, ”_ 
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plainly ſhewing, they belong'd to the I 
tame wie Rem with them) | 
* Wio prevaild- with the» Souldiers; 
(wlio wore\\ appointed- t6 guard the 
Sepulchre, and* were Eye-Witneſfes of 'Y | 
hs. ecriumphane Reſurretian) to ſay, 
piarbew fie Diſciples * came * by Night, "and ſtole 
iV. I3. hin aw), while "we ſlept ; and {aid rg 
V. 14: *em.,' If - this come ta the Governar's 
Ears, well petfwade him, and ſecure you 


b- . T 7 
E.. LY % Soch is the* Power of Prejudice, and 


00 
+. 


the Loye-of Oppoſition,” that it offen 
_ happens, that we can't diſcern the moſt 
#pparent PFruths, and/-are' loth to ens 
ure the Shame, which actends a Re- 
tantation, * of thoſe: falſe; tad dange» 
rovs: Principles, which we have once 
embrac'd, -f#nd: I thinky: tis every jot. 
36 ealy, 20) leave any” bad. Habit, that 
._ we lave unhappily: contrated, tho? 
3x be,/as- 4t' were, rooted in our. very 
Nature,” as'-to' leave: the! Opinions , 
which we ptiperty held\,, and which 
_ very dear,auf extreamly familiar 
us: + OR, | 


fit. Was 
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countable. Prejudice, ev*n.the common 
People: among the Jews, wou?dn'cſhut 
their Eyes, as they: manifeſtly do, a- 
aſt the glori 1ous Light of Scripture- 
gin th nor deny rhe extraordinary, 
:znd+ often miraculous Circumſtances, 
whiclt atrended+ rhe: Lite, and Death 
of our Bleiſed Saviour. Kut that Pre» 
- judice is one of the greateſt Infirmi-, 
ties, which our Minds can- poſſibly 1a- 
Ry under, is plain to-them, who con- 
ider, that "ris with no ſmall Diffi- 
culry, and Regret, that we l:ave the 
Opinions, which we receiv'd by 'Pra+ 
diction, trom our Parencs, tho' perhaps, 
they may be ſuch, - as on ;mature-De; 
Wotakian, do cover us with the deepeli 
Shame, and fill us with Vexation, and 
Confution. 
So talk to an Fgyprian, till your 
Heart do ake, and your Breatl1 fails | 
you, yet he'll be fo tar from renoun- 
cing- his Religion, that he will perſiſt 
in it, if it be poſſible, with greater. 
Obftinacy than before, and rarher 
dye, than be guilty of ſo horrid A 
Prophanation, as he accounts it, ro 
eat, and pollute the facred Fleſh of | 
Animals. 

I thought it neceſſary, to dwell 
he longer oa this Subject, that ſo we 
mains return a folid Anſwer, ro them, 
Who, Jernaph ey hor {tick to fay, 


L308 : 47 | , If 


If the Prophicies have ſo plain a reference, 
to your Saviour 'as you ſay they have, 
how, comes it ' 29" paſs, * that the (Jews, 
whoſe Wiſdom you'.ſo highly valne, dowt 
embrace the Chrittian' Religion; as wel, 
and, as 'readily 1s you, 'and regulate thcir 
Pratice, by choſe Precepts, which Chriſt, 
3 ſome Sence, has left behind him? 

. But let none 'reproach us, as if-we 
were {o wretchedly' ignorant,..as nor 
to' diſcern_the Soptuſtry, of ſo weak 
an Argumeat , (fince fome, and 1 hope, 
many of us - can make 'it appear upon 
Occaſion, that Chriſtianity 1s "built on 
the 'moſt rational, and folid Grounds, ) 
or refle&t- upon us, gs it we were ac- 
countable,” tor the : monſtrous: Blind: 
nels,. and. extravagant PraQice, of the 


Jews, | 


Can 


f Crar.. XL.” 


" Might, it ? ewere neceſfary; inſtance 
- in anocher Pr -ophecy, that was; Wrir, 
many Agcs before the Incarnation of 
our. Blefled Saviour, in. which | F4c0b 
| prophetics concerning, all his Children, 
204 \ſpeakigg concerning Tedah, has 


thele remarkable Words, The Sgepter Gen, alix 


ſhall n6t. depart 'from Judal, nor a Law- V 
giver from between his; Feet, *tf!l Shuoh 
come,' ana unto him ſhall the (rather ime 
of the People be, Now any one, wha 
reads this Prophecy, which isof greater 
Antiquity, than their celebrared” Maſes, 
( tho” perhaps ſome Infidels may ſuſpect 
It can't hut wonder, how , Jacob. cou'd 
foretell, that the Rulers of the Jew!ſb 
Nation, which conſiſted of no.lefs than 
Twelve. Tribes, ſhou'd. come , gf, the 
Tribe of Tagah, 
This we ſee has been ſo eyidently, 
and fo remarkably. verify*d, thac the 
whole; Body of the Fews, do tale their 
Woe trom the: fore-meariqn'd, Tribe, 
which held the Reins of Governmenr 
in: their Hands, aad manag'd *m a5 
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Orzgen. againit Celfiue. 
they pleas'd, and ?ris Matter of Wan- 
der to all, who are not biaſs'd by Pre- 
judice, that the "fore - mentiond Pa- 
rriarch, ſhawd not only foretell, that 
rhe goverping Power ſhou'd be lodg'd 
10 the Tribe of 'J«dah, but alfo, that 
it ſhowd come to a Period, ar a pre- 
fixed Time, as the following Words 


Gen. xlix 1Mport, 71 e Sceprer ſhall no: depart from 
cafe 0 Judah, HOY 4 Lawgtver from between his 


Feet, *Fill Shiloh come, &c. 

And he is come, tor: whom the Su- 
pream Authority was reſery*d,y I mean, 
the Meſiah, by whom the True Glory 
of the Trive of Jadzh, was advanc'd 
ro its greateſt Height, he, I fay, who 
was the Prince, whom God had pro. 
misd, who might haye laid a feirer 
Claiin ro that Title, 7he Deſire of Nas 
rions, than any Perion who ever wenr 
before, and I may- fately ſay, than any 
who -ever did, of will ſucceed him. 
For all Nations almoſt have -believ*'d 
in God thro! him, and haye plac'd 
their Confideace-m his Name, accord- 
ing to that Prophecy in 1/atah, In tis 
Name (ball the Gentiles truſt. : 

This is be, who proclaim'd Liberty 
to them, who were held faſt in the 
Bonds af Sin, 'and Satan, as all Men 
naturally are, and fajd to them, who, 
were coverd with ſpiritual Darkneſs, 
be ye Light ig the Lord, according 
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to that Famous Prophecy, 1 will previg. wii. 
erve thee, and give thee for a Cove» V+ 6,7: 


want of the People, to eftabliſÞ the Earth, 
- #0 cauſe to inherit the deſolate Heri- 
tages, that thou may ſt ſay to the Priſoners 
go forth ; 30 them that are in Darkneſs, 
Ge Jour ſel-res, And the vaſt Num- 
er of | Perſons, who flock'd from all 
Parts to our Bleſſed Saviour, did abun- 
dantly make good the Words which 
follow., They {hall feed in the Ways 
and their. Paſtures ſhali be in all high 
Places. - oY 


Canae. XLIV. 


 U T becauſe Celſuws, who pretends; 
he don't want to be 1inform'd, of 
' waat the Chriſtians hold, reproaches 
our . Saviour, as if either he was nog 
aſſiſted by his Father, or was unable 
to help himſelf, when he came to ſut- 
fer.; 1 muſt add one Thing here, and 
that is this, that the Prophess foretald 
his Sufferiags, 'and tae Reaſon why he 
waderwent *em, that they ſhou'd con- 
duce ro the Advantage of Mankind 
in general, that he ſhouw'd ev'n Geri 


Ace 
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fice. his' Life for *etm; and be treated: f5t 
their'Sakes, as a condemn*d; and moſt 
vile MalefaQtor. 'Thiey alto foretold; 
that tle Gertiles; who' had+ ho true 
+ Prophets, ſhowd acktidwledge him, 'to 
be lent 'ffom God, and thac He "him- 
ſelf, with reſpect to his outward. Ap- 
pearance in' the World, ſhou'd 'þe' £ 

mean, and very contemptible Perſon, 


ta. 1. The Words of the Prophecy ate theſe; 
Mops 14 Behold my Servant ſhall deal prudent; 


he fhall be exalted; extolPd, ind be wery 
high. As many were aftony'd at "thee; 
( his Viſage was ſo marr'd, more than 
any Man, and his Form more than the © 
Sons of Men) ſo ſhall he,ſprinkle many 
Nations, the Kznes ſhall ſhut their Mouths 
at him, for: that -which had not been told 
'emz ſhall they ſet, ard that which they 


Ifas liii: had, not heard, ſhall they conſiaer. Who: 
V. 142, bas believ'd our Report ? and to whom is 


the Arm of the Lord revead*? Fok, hh 
ſhall grow *'np before! him, as. a'' ttydba 
Plant, ana as a Root out of. 4 ary Ground; 
he has no Form; nor Comelineſs; and when 
we ſhall ſee him, there is no Beauty that 
ire ſhou'd "deſire him.” He's deſpis'dg and 
rejected of Men, a' Man 'of Sorrows, and 
cquninted with Grief: And we hid, as it 
were, our Faces from him, - he was deſpis'd, 
and we efteernd him nat. Surely he has 
born our Ciriefs, and carry d our Sorrows : 
Ter we d id eſteem him ſiritken, ſmitten 
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of God, and affiitted, Bat he was wound- 
ed for our  Tranſereſſions, he was bruigd 
for our Iniquities : The Chaſtiſement of 7 
- pur Peace was upon him, and 'with" his 
|. » Stripes we are heaPd: "All we like © 
| Sheep ' have gone aſtray; we have turnd | 
= every one to his own Way, and the Lord 
* * has laid on him the Iniquity of wsall, 
He was oppreſs'd, and be tas afflifttd, yet 
. "he opewa not his Mouth: He is brought 
| #5" & Lamb to the Slaughter, and a5'a 
* Sheep before her Sheartrs is dumb; ſo he 
*” operts not bis Mouth. He 14s \ taken 
from Priſon, aud from Judgment, and 
who ſhall declare his” Generation? For 
FLY —-umSogy þ out ' of 'the.. Land of the 
 t{iving, for the Tranzreſion of my People 
"was be ſiricken: | Wt | 
TI remember, I made 'uſe of this Pro- 3&5” 
hecy, in a Diſputation, which 'I for- 
* ,merly- had, with fome Fewiſh DoGtors, 
- "and one of em return*d the following 
_ Anſwer, that we mutt underſtand it, 
' ,as relating' to the whole Body of their 
own Nation, whoſe Diſperſion; and | = 
many -other Calamities, wer2 Means, \ | 
£ to gam Proſelites to their Religion,/And \ 
he explaiwd thoſe Words, He has mo 
Formi, nor Comelineſs; and'thoie Words, 
® That.''which had | not ' been ' told *%em- ſhall 
| they ſet, and that which they had not heard, 
(bill they © conſider 5 and thole Words, 
He was' wounaed for Our aa hat 
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he. was bruts'd. for.our Iniquities ; Þ fay;. 7 
he explain'd *em'all; 'in Favour of the « |} 
Sence,. Which he had giv'ai''%em. Ou | 
the\contrary, I offer'd teveral, tubſan- 
tial Argumeats,.to. prove; that this Pro- 
phecy inuit be underitood of a liagle 
Perſon; and by Conſequence. is. not. ty 
B= refersd t0-an entire Natign, or great 
Number of Peaple.. I askd- of whom 
thoſe. Words were ſpoke; fr: has born 
our Grieefs; and carity'd Our Sorrows | 
Jour Tranſereſions,. he was bruis'd for our 
Iniquities ; and thoſe Words, By hs 
Stripes we are heal'd: For they are 
plainly 'meaat of thoſe Perſons, .whoy 
whether Jews or Geztz/es, were cur'd 
of rhieir ſpiricual Difeaſes, by the Sut- 
ferings of out Bleffed Saviour, to. whom 
the Propher; inipi”d by the Spirit of 
God; accommodates theie ſeveral, and 
extraordinaty CharaQers. oy. 
But that which molt perplew*d em 
was that Expreſſion, For the Tranſereſ- 
JJ fon of my People was be ſtrickets + Fot 
if this Prophecy. has '-a Reference, to 
the whole Body of the. Jews, ?cis diffi- 
3 cult. to make. Sence vf the; foregoing 
I | Words. We muſt, theretore,. under- 
b ftand %em, of fone 1lingle Perſon, and 
J not of the whole Few/b Nation; and 
k- who can that Perſon be, bur our Ble{- 
; ted Saviour, by. whoſs bloody Keepes 
| all 
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= they, who believe in him; arg44mine» | 
| Giately, and will ac, kength. bei, vomr- 
Cds ;beaPd'; I fay, = bur ug: 
efſed Saviour, who has ſpoil: PripCis*; 
rg aud Powers, that: ;JufunÞ, aut; 
too long maintain a Tyranny, oves. 
_ the Souls of Mea, and has made a; 
_ Shew of 'em opealy,. upon' his #1 On 
NOURABLE' CROSS: Bur the 
cit.cal, and full Examinarion :ot- this: 
Frophecy, I ſhall reſerve to'a iogre ptoT 
Hlace, tho? I'thoughr;*cwas | necet>.) 
for me; to dwell a lick: vpon; 
"® on. the Account, of what'Cel/w's; 
By thought fit, 'to __- agyiglh ES 
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'O NE temarkable This, po has 
led: Celjws , at ad be. Inhdcls, 
wro grols Miſta'kes, iff this; 1mporiant 
Aﬀair, is their nos: kfawing) Of, at. 
kaſt,. their nat: co offering; that, the 
Prophets ſpeak: of @ twofold Dormnsg 
| of. the. Mehah; h i5 firſt Comin a AL 
which he was to: aw : Ar, cloatlys with 
all che innocent 1 gffemitics .of famane- 
Nature, and, {tr1 % | ng with 4he pre\- 
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ſirig'- Inconveniencies. of -4 amean; and. 
defpisdyContition, that: foy': living as, 
miong : Meny'he might the «more, tcel+ 
ingly infiragt;iem; in. thaſe;Moyal,:and' 
Divine Fruchs; which were! important; 
and - highly. neceffary $.:and: inculcats; 
upoh/em that aweiul-Account, which: 
they mult ſhortly give, when-they ſhall 
be funmmord,cto appear; before ths Bar, 
of God; and:;his. ſecond Koming, at» 
which he! will appear, ify&e: fromthe; 
@#ion, and\#hine: with the united, ar 
wully!d::Rays, . of: :his  Original,,and; 
iri forms Seace, naked Divinity. *Fwou'd 
be ted:ous, to relate all the Prophecies, 
that haye an immediate, and mani- 
feſt Reference to- our Bleſſed Saviour. 
I ſhall, therefore, at preleat conkine 
my elt, zo that which we meet with; 
mn the Fofty-ffth Palm, which is cn- 
tituaPd, 4 Song of Loves, and where 
our Sayiour 3s expreſly cal'd by the 
Name of GOD. *Fhe Words ate tWcic 
th 65 
y 


I POR 


Pfal, xlvaGGrace '&- pour'd into thy. Lips, 
Ve 2» 3: God "hs Met thee pep ekrns *Gltd cx 
Sword upon thy Thigh, "Oi'moſt: Mighty; 
with thy Glory, and thy Majeſty, and in 
thy Majeſty ride profperouſly,7 beenitſe "of. 
Fruth, '#na Meekneſs, and Rizhreouſneſry 
and thy' vight Hand (ball teach thee'vers 
7 ible 7 hinas. thine Arrows are fharp ih 
the Heart of the KRyng 's Entmi Sg iDere- 
b 


| by the Peopl e fall ct thee: Thy Thriie 
; 0 Goa, is for ever, 4nd ever : dhe Scepter 

of thy Kiog aoin is 4 tight Stepter, T hog 
weſt Righreſoe and hateſt Wicked: 
neſs, therefy yrs gd, thy God, (# cw0inted 
thee, with "t Os/ / of als, Jhovs thy 
Fellows, Where _ cru that the 
- Prophetical Pſalmiſt, making. his Ad- 
dreis'to:Gody Wheſe Thrts'# Fo Eve 
antl tver; ant the 'Scepter of :hbſe" King- 


Perſon (was anornred'\ by: God ,." who © was 
ths "God; and" thut\ be was ah0ivo, Above 
ar lows, wihh»*the» Oil of Glathneſs, bee 
taſe be" lou'ds Rogkrevdfurſs; an Daren 
Wilthednels.." 

iL/femeribvr, that once I twrribly 
a: Jewjſb. Dodor, with this very 
Sdiphecy, -who”being' at a grievous 
hols, to: SidagNs what Anſwer:he'ſhou'd 
give me, hadſeaſonable Rerourle tos 
pityful ' Bvaſioh , whict was! ſaitzble 
efough, tothe falſs Principles, he 'en= 
feavourd ro maintain ; v2. That thoſe 
Words, Thy Throne, O God; is for ever, and 
ever, the Sceprer -of thy Kin:2dom is a right 
Po, were ſpoke! of the/Great God 
mmtſelt ;/ and! choſe Words; 7hou' loweſt 


d0r\s a right Sceprey ; fay$/{that' this 


Right: -ouſurſi and hateſt Wickedneſs, there- 
fore\God, ev'n' thy God; has anointed tieb 


with the Ty, of. Gladineſs, above'tiry Fellows | | 


| tutt be underitood of the > ie ſrmnds 
" {40 
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W---; ELSUS's Jew. continues. his 
ve _ 4 Diſcourſe, with- our Bleſſed $a- 
E yiour, and ſays, If, #5- you your folf ae 
knowledge, every Perſon, who. comes into 
the W orla, | by the general | Concourſe of | 
Providence, ts 4 Son of God; What ſpecidl 

Prer»g ative is there, which: you can juſtly 
claim? To which I anſwer, that. they, 
who-ate! no longer acted- by. a Spirit 

of Bondage, "as St. [Paul expreſſes: ith 

Dut chooſe Virtue, for! 3ts | irtrinſick 
Worth, may;-/in a | leſs-noble Sznce 

be calPd, the Sons of :God,. But there's 

a vaſt; Diſproportion, : between thoſe, 

who are the Sons of God, as they 

are imperfedtly endu'd,:: with  Morah 

and Chriſtian Virtues, and our Bleſſed 
Savioar, who 15 the: inexhenuſiible Foun: 

tain, from which their borrow*®d: Good 

do's entirely, and will for ever flow. 

The Words of St.- Pal, which I juſt 

now refer*'d to, are theſe, Je have 
Rom.viii. 207 receivd- the Spirit of | Bondage, again 
: Ve 15:10 fear, bat ye have recerv'd the Spirit” 
| of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, thee 


which, as far as I can gather from 


 Hiour's Incarnation, there was a cet- 


born ) one Jadas of Galilee, drew afrer ' 
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'> The Fev continues his Diſcourſe, 
in' the following Wards, Abundance of 
Perſons well find Fault, with your pretend- 
ed Saviour, for applying thoſe Prophecies 
to himſelf, which, they think, may, at leaſt 
as juſtly, be applyd to them. To this 
T aniwer, that T' am apr to think, that 
Celſas didn't - know of any Perſons, 
awho rivald our Saviour, in his 
Miracles, and jultly claim'd the Title 
of Sons of God, or The Power. of the 
Supream Maſjeſly. ' But becauſe the 
ſincere, and ſtrong AﬀeCGtion, which 
T have for Trach, won't ſuffer me, 
to paſs by any Thing, that ev'n ſeems 
6' oppoſe the Chriftian Cauſe, I readi- 
y acknowledge, that betgre our Sa- 


ay wr ns 


Ta Perſon, whole Name was Theudas, 


Who appear'd among the Jews, "Pre- 


tending to be- a mighty Man, after 


Whoſe Deceaſe, his deluded Followers 


were {gon diſpers'd. Some Time atter, 
io the Days of the Taxing,” / during | 


Scriprure, our Bleſſed Saviour was 


him, a conſiderable Number of weak, 
and credulous Jews, who, affe&ing No- 
velties, cry'd Iim up, as a Man, en- 
dd with more than ordinary "Wit- 
dom, and was no ſooner brought to 


tondign Puniſhment, but his Do&rine \ 
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came;; immediately; into , Diſrepure, or, 


{i Dela. W2S ON Jecrgtly  mainzain'd, - 
by. ſome few Perſoas, of. mean Ravk, 


and. Figure), And; efters our Saviour 
appear'd, ..ppan the.Stage. of the Warld, 
one ..Doſichews, a Samaritan, \ enica- 
your*d,. to, periwade: his, Country-meg, 


that he was the very, Perſon, 'to whom 
the Prophets had tio plain a, Reference, 


when they: forecold; the: Coming of tie 
Meſfiah,. and ſome few 'Perions, .I con: 
ies, there were; who\ſeem'd . heartily 
to embrace his | DoQrine.. - | 

Here, T think, it; will not be im- 


on of /Gama//e!,. which we meer with, 


proper, to mention;that wiſe Expret- 
1 


in- the, AQts of the ; Apaſtles, to. ſhew, 


beyond,;all Contradiction, - that. . the 
fore-mention'd Perſons, were not 1ntend- 
ed in the Promiſe, -which God: gave, 


of ſending the Meſish, and that: ! nei- 


ther of *em deſery'd the honourable 


| *. Title, of /The Son, ar. Power of God; 
-. but that of all the Men, who ever 
appear'd,. and made a Figure in the 


World, our Bleſſed Saviour --was- the 
only Perſon, wha. cou'd juſtly. claim it. 
If this.:Conunſel, faid:he; or this Work be 
of Men, *twill. come to 'nought ; but if it 
be of | Giodg, ye cart overthrow it, leſt 


haply ye e + fauna, ev'n 10: fight - againſt 


&.* wo? Us. ? K + 
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: cian, of Samaria, who endeavourd by _ 
| his Magick, to draw People after him, - © Aj 
ind- for ſome Time he waswtwithour / 
his Followers, þut I- believe, there 2M 
are now.ſcaxce. thirty S7monians-1n the| 
whole habitable World: Nay; perhaps 
T have exceeded the - Nutnaber, fince 
there are only a few near Paleſtine, 
”_ ne Doflcine which:,/they! © 13) 
brac'd; did never obtain, ,1n, An "tt 
Parts, tho? its. Authoux did, foadly-imas | | 
gu : _ It ou dROPur 208 $i ' 
_ peach, and happily engage, the. mo 
diftaat, and CEE s > m it” 
_ Favour. , For they. who; know any; 
Thing, . of their —— Sim, OWs 5 
_ their Knowledge, entirely .to. the. Accs : 
count, -which we have af him, in the 
Acts ofthe Apoſtles. . So .that, were 
.ovt for the Chriſtians, his very .-Namsg 
7ouwd, before this Time, have been | 
bary'd in oblivion, and. *twas ſufficis s 
ently evident from Experience, that 
he bore none of the. ſhining Characs 
ters, of one, who had a; Divine Com« 
miſſion. 
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TT” HEN Ce/ſzs's Jew, not keeping 
'A- 'to the ſacred Text, fays, Thet- var 
Saviour boaſted, that ſome: wiſe Men of 
the Chaldzans, being mov'd, by a ſecret 
Per ſw afton ,: that he 'was born, came to 
py Drivint Worſhip to him, in his In- 
Fancy, ind that when they bad acquainted 
Herod, the Terrarch, with it, he orders 
hr Officers, to kill all the Infants, that 
wrre ' about that © Age, imagining, that 
gnr Saviour wou'd menr the ſame Fats 


with them, and thereby be prevented, 
from ever 'coming to the Crown. Take 


Notice, how groſly. the Jew 'is mitta- 
ken here, who confounds the wile 
Men, and the Chaldears, not diſcerning; 
that, tbr any* Thing that appears to the 
contrary, they might be. of Different 
Countrys, and Profeſſions, and notori- 
eutly PFallitying 'the Account, which 
we have. o _ Matter, in the Gol- 
dels. 4nd 2 know not how it comes tg 
ITY at he. dane ok fir, to acy 
quainc ys, thar the Star, which they. 
WY) the Eofe Was the Ground 

New 


3 22Þ** 
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their ſecret Pertwafion, that the'Meſsah 
was then born into the World; Let 
us fee thereforzg, what matter -of 'Dil- 
courle this Subject will aFord us; © © 

. I confels, *cis- my* Opinion, that"the 
Star , 'thar appear'd, at our Saviour's 
Nativity, was entirely new, and' vaitly 
different, from rhoſe which are -com- 
monly.-leen} whether in the ſuperiour, 
or interiour Orvs, and I am enclin'd 
to think; ir might: be much of the ſame 
kind, wich thoſe Comets, that appear 
tara Time, . and have different Names 
aſſignd *m; by the Greeks, accord- 
ing to. their different. Figure. And 1 
build my "Opinion upon the following 
Grounds. Ir has bzen obſerv*d by 
Learned Authours,, rhat when .ahy 
gonſiderable Alteration has -happen'd, 
_ in the Faceof Aﬀairs} fuch Stars have 
expos'd . themlelves to View, as did 
preſage ſome ſtrange Revolutions of 
Emp:res, ſome dieadful:Wars, or ſome 
{uch Accidents as theſe, -which put the 
whole World into a terrible, and- un- 
uſual . Commotion. - I have alſo read, 
in a Treatiſe concerning. Comets, 
writ by Cheremon the Szoick, that ſomes | 
times they have prefag'd very happy 
Events, and hs produces ſeveral Ins 
ſtances, from very credible Hiltoriaas, 
$0. make | good the. Aflertion, which 
he there [ays- dowa, FG 
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EI "nized oinſt Celfurd | 


If \ then,::at the {Eftablifhment- of 
—_ new \Monarchy, or before: ſome 
remarkable-.Scene. of publick :Afairs 
do's begin. to: open, thele. Comets, or 
Stars - 6t the like) Nature, do: appear ; 
*is a Wouderat all: that a Star ſhou'd 
be ſegn,. at the Nativity of our Sa- 
viour, - who was defiga'd. by the All- 
waſe-God, to make ſo f ſudden, ſo great, 
and ſo happy an. Alteration in the 
World, to publiſh /a- new, unadorn'd, - 
and diſcoyntenanc'd;Nottrine, not on- \ 
ly;to the Jews, 'and Greeks, but alfo ta 
a vait Number of the moſt diftait, and 

| barbarous Nations of the World; 
_ 2-Aad this T may ately ſayin Far 
- your of rhe Chrittian Religion, that we 
don't, meer with any, or at leaſt with 
no Scripture-Prophecy, concerning. the 
Appearance of; ſuch a Star,: at ſuch'a 
Time, fer Inſtance at the ' Eſtabliſh 
ment of ſuch.a Riſing Empire, but the 
Star, thar grac?d our Saviour's Nativity, 
was foreroid- by Balaam, as Moſes gives 
Numbers US: al. Account; There [hall come, ſays 
xxiv.v.17 he, « Star out of Jacob, and i.4 Scepter 
ſhall riſe out of Iirael. But here I mult 
argue with the Greeks, and \Fews, 'and 
theretore ſhall - be oblig'd, to diſpute 
againit each Sort of Perions, from very | 
lo 0 different Topicks. . To the::Greeks, I 
have” this to. offer, that the Magicians, 
who conv crle with Demons, and it 
Fe | Wit 
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with:a molt Herrid Solemprity; :invoke 

their-ſeaſonable Afſiltance, /tor the,moſt 

paſt attain- the, End, which: they; pro- 

poſe'-to themlelves, - unleſs! a-/\Divine 

Power 1ntertere,. 'that -is / Superigur to 

the Demons, or. lome Name: be! men» 

tiond, that has a greater Force,' than = 
thoſe, Names,; which are appropriated. 
by! *emto the: Art they (practice. But 
if , that ſhou'd;! happen, . then' all -their 
Magical, Operations; are / uhavoidably 
Joſt, and they! are,.as it were, dazzPd, 
and .contounded with the bright Rays, 
of the Sua- of :Righteouſneſs, 

It ſeems. to me, therefore, to be high- 

_ ly; probable, | that: when our: Saviour 
was born, :and- a ' Multitude; of the 
-Heavenly Hoſt|(-as St. Lake do's cre> 
dibly relate:the: Paſſage) praisf?d God, 
Yaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, Peace 
.0n 'Earth, ana: good | Will tonards Mex ; _ @ © 
the Demons were ſhock'd, and all 

_ their; Hellifh ' Meaſures moſt ſtrangely 
difconcerred, not only::by. good ; Px 

. gels, -who-came: down trom Heaven, 
t0 celebrate 'the 'Nativity- of: our | Bleſ(- 
ed Saviour, but aiſo by the Humane 
Soul -or the: Hoty, and: Spotleſs Jeſws, 
a5'-being a happy Inftrument. of the 
Deity,” which - dwelt | in' fo gloriqus, 
bue inconceivable a -Manner, ev*n in 
his Humane Nature. The Wiſe Men, 
therefore, -being' deſirous, to perform 
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their” uſual Operations, and failing 
in what 'they endeavon'd to effe&, 
we! may naturally ſuppoſe, enquir'd 
into.'the. Reaton of their bad Succeſs, 


and. were. ſenſible, that ſomething ex- 


traordinary mult* occury' ta defeat cheir 
rais'd. Expectations, and exceed the 


«Pow2r" of the Demoxs, / and when they 


law a $:ga in the Heavens, they had 
a ngtural Curioſicy,' ito know irs Meaga- 
ing, and having perhaps contulted the 
Prophectes of Balaam, and this Prophecy 
of the- Star, of which, Moſes gives us an 
Account, and particularly thole Words 
1 ſhall ſee: him, but cot n6iv ;, I ſhall behold 
him, but not nigh ; from hence they might 
frame this'rational Conjecture, that the 
very Perſon, at whoſe Birth, *twas 
propliety*d; that a Star ſhou®d "appear, 
was then a&ually born, 'and having 


-2 juſt Notion, 'that he was far Sups- 


riour to. all their Diemons," they came 


to pay 'himz che; juſt Tribute of DE 


vine Adoration” © | 


Fhey ſteer'd their Courſe, therefore, 
ro Fadea,”being* perſwaded, that forme 
great' Prince Was” *born, but ignoratir 


of the © Nature of his Kingdom, 'and 
. the Place 'of 'his Nativity; and: when 


they were happily come; to'the- Place 
where the young Child was; they 
ofer'd Preſeats to him, that were hve- 


1y Repreſentations of his Divine, arid 
' 4, K: 3-4 SU oe FINS & WO 5 ugh Ba Os Le 
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Humane Nature ;. wy Gold, an .Em- , 
blem--of his 'P,oyal Power, Fragkin- | 


cenſe; to note to: us-his [Divinityy! and | 
- Myrch, to. ſignify his: bitter. Paſhon.+ | 
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: IN C E: therefore, . "rwas- the 84 
42J/ viour of Mankind, that was;come 
to .the;World, who was, God, wx 
by. Confequence,. above. the Anz 

(.tho* they are: frequently. emp 

as miniſtring, Spirits;: in xa bo ary/r 
Mea ). the Worſhip which the. :Wiſe- 
Men paid; him, was; abundantly; tee 
© compens'd, by thg Warning, which-che 
Angel: gave 'em, that. they how'da's 
return to : Herod, but. Sons iatq-their 


"= 9 


own + Country.: another ' Way. » Aud , < 


tis no Wonder at a}l;:that Henad ſhou'd 
ſeek to deſtroy | the Infant-Saviaur., 
tho? Cellrs's few ſcemsto.dbubr-: very. 
much, of' the | Truth, of whatywe | 
'thiak was plain Matter of Fa&,.For 
Malice 1s 1ſo-'foohih;” and--fo daring a 
Thing, - that *rwill contend: tox.| the 
Vitory, with. the :Providence- of -God 
it ſelf, [This Paſhon: had. fo tar. the 
Afſcendant over. Hero: | that: he: was 
fully perſwaded, that the Kingiof ths 


Jens 


=” 


hc 'Oviged Apiinſt Eehii 


Jews way &borng and aRed-/unaccoun- 

y,! Whether'this'/Notion! were/tous 
or: falſe; ' ant «was! for weak;vithathe 
didn't-diſcern; that either! out Saviour 
was the very Perſon, whom the Pro- 
phets foretold, ro be the true Me/izh, 
and fo wou'd infallibly Pages the 


Throne ;z or,ory the contrar , meer 
Impottor, Ny Confeduet 5” there 
was no 'Groun for him, to diſturb 


the Peace" of -his,'Mingz/by any 'Jehloui 
_ Surmiſes:;” He tefolv?d! to: deftroy! Hin 
being 'hurryd- by! his. uarvlys: 
into;the groſſeſt>*/kncon and 
ſirr*d'up withoupDoubt-by/the Devil, 
who; apprebending.ogr Saviour'to be 
an- extraordinary Petfon;/and ia. moſt 
formidable: Hacmy xo his uſurp'd/:Do- 

minion, employ? allyhis War, Malice, 
and \-Jnduſtry againſt” him: +:Bie ths 
Angel: warn'd Yo Joſeph, .to1'go withi the 
young -Chifd, 4nd his Mother into | 
Egypt. Andhow'injp obable ſocver; rhis 
may ſeen! to 'beyion 'the firſt 0 View ; 
yet /thei:due” Series of Everits,) was 
very: 'crirically.nobſtry'd/ 54 Provi- 
dence. -- | > 183381 -1 Ee 25 

In the mean' Time;- Herod ied out 
Orders, that all rhe-Infants, thac; were 
in Bethlehem; tromiirwe Yeats old; 'and 
under, ſhou'd: immediarely :be put to 
Death, expectiag"that he, "who' was 
bor King of the'' Jews, wou'd! fhare 
mt 


* Oni ajzainſb.Ceſoed 


250 the, ſame — 6k ApProarhighy 
Calamity... - ey} 
Fer he di - x 3938 that, Tack file - 
and kind Hand of Provideace, that takes 
Care of them, who are the proper Ob- 


moſt watehtal-Protection-, 


and upon whole Safety, the Good of 


. Mankind, does ſo evidently, and fo 


greatly dobend; And arioahg which hao- 
nourable Number, our Bleiſecd Saviour 
deſerves to be eſteenv the Chief, as 
being one, 'who-vaftiy;andindeed, itt 
nicely”, ſurpaſs?d: all-ocher Men,"invre 
aad-intrinkck /Dignity,7 1 vo! | ) 
For: he was not1entinto the! ION} 
to' be-an' Earthly (King, as Herod-falſly. 
imagin'd;:but ro.ehter on «the Poffets 
fron: of ſuch a+Glorious Kingdom; as: 
i6-became the. Grear , God+-to. beſtow: 
on: one, who was toi; procurevanHappis 
neſs:for.h1s Subjeds, that.conſilts nor en- 
tirely, or or'chiefly, iniThings, which are 
in themlelves indifferent, and frequent- 
ly. prove perticious: tothe Owners,..and 


was to govern *em by ſuch Laws\as are: - 


truly. Divine, aud foto take: che; molt 
proper i Methods; to render: *er» coms 
pleatly,and: for ever happy. 
{Fheretore denying, that he! Was an 
Earthly. King, and) ſhewing, ,chatchis 
Kingdonr 'was of '# ſpiritual: Nature, 


he 1ays% If my Ryan don Wer &. of - 'this ' Joh, xV:11, 


W. orta, i then wowd. ty Servanss fights 
that 


K@H 


V ;6 


- 


Fg2 


that I -ſboudn't' be 'deliver?d'' to- thi 
Jews ; but zow is my Kijngdow 'not- 
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"F Cel/azs: had-been aware of this, he 
$:-wou'd never have talk*d fo weak- 
y, and ſo impertinently as  he::does. 
I;, fays he, Herod'was 'afraid, that when 

y0u' came t0 a fit Age #0 reign, y0u'wou'd 
difpoſſeſs him 'of his Kingdom; why didn't 
you reign when you” were grown ap'to 

Tens of | Liſcretion, © aud * Maturity ?.-On 

the: tomtrary, tho you pretend to be''the 

Son of 'God.; yer: you are forc'd tor go a- 

bout ' like '8 Slave, iand 4 Vagabond, 'and 

to ſneak like a Malefattor, not having 4 

Place, whereon you - may comfottably lay 
as SETS © DI; 

But-?cis' far from 'being an (Argu- 
ment: of a ſordid Spirit,” tor a Perſon 
to uſe innocent, 'and common. Pru- 
dence, that he may: happily avoid the 

Dangers, with which he is ſurrounded; 
not: trom a- {laviſh Fear of Death; bur 
a ftacere, and vehement Deſire with 
Submiſſi9a-ro the Will of God, ro-pro- 
long 


OY 


Intereſt of Mankind, 96's happily p36: 
ſent it (elf. 

That this was our Savjour's Caſe 

{me to one, who is xcquineed 
bo the Deſigq of our Bleſſed Lori 
it thoſe. vrigVOus Sufferings, which he 
underwent. of which, according to my 
Weak Ability, T have we 1p and 4 
hope ſecienrly, Abou - 


| HEN. that Cells, with afl his 
FF Kanowledee, didn't fo. much as 
| kiTapon the exa&t Number of the Apas 
ſes, may be gather'd from th: follow- 
bn Words, Being attended; ſays he, wth. 
Tex;. or Eloueh Wicked Publicans, and 
Maripers, he went ap and down with "em, 
beeving his Bread, from Door to Door, 
bike a baſe, and met miſerable Creq- 
Hr. 


N Let 


11" "his Life, thar 2 way be farthe? 
" fer\ 1ceable to the Publick. ll a. fair 

rtunity,, to fay down his Life, for 
. the! Promotiots of che Tiue,. 3nd Beſt 


193 
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wo Let me - therefore Slamine, "ru he. 
Pays, and reriirn him, fuch an Anſveh > 
as T judg E convenient,  *Ti g 
then, to tl toſe, who read the Me 
with: atiy tolerable. Cathy, .( which I'm 

#pt to think, ty bold, but blundering 
ya ak did ). that. Our Sayjour 
chofe twelve A poltles, S,. and nc{ that Rhee 


was ; nd # Pl ng. *em,. 1 


mean St." Mathew ; and b Mariners, as 
he pr rorhi Boy "calls? yeh +. I ſuppoſe, 
he may ath,, imer.and © bn, becauſe 


they gt thei L Father” Retbeate to ok 
tow fri, elied Lord: Foras for Peter 
1 and pong that got their Livelyhood 
A by their Nets, they were got ſo properly 
q Mari INEFS, as Fiſhermen, as the Scripture 
calls em. 

We'll alſp ſuppoſe, «tide Levi the 
Publican Was another, to whom he 
might have a Reference, - tho? accor- 
ding tg. ths Copigs ,, that. we- have - 
of Fic Man s. Gaſpel, he was no Apoſtle, 

$ for” the; -.reſt of hes honourable 
re 6 = 'we know Hop ney Em- 
ployinents they were, by "which, they 
pot © their Maintenance , before the; 
'elpousg't. the Jnterelt_of our Bleiſed 
"Sa ViOUr, 7 
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WA = to rem, who exathitie int 
'n 6 Marters, "With tlitt "Todemen ; 
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tit, that the Apoſtles were ited 
o extraorflidary, and fuper-naturat 
| h ef, when' they, publifh'd the Chr;- 
| Relieion to the: World; ad tnade. 
TEUrhal and haug ty Minds: of jomE 
of the worſt of ' Men ! Cabin ro” the 
commanding Abrhorit of the Word 
of God: 
; AFot"rlis worderfal ERR was "rigt 
't6 the Chatins of Humane Flo: 
Fee e,'the Fxiftneſs of ther Method,;' 
woſe other Artifices, with whiclt the 
v2 -and Rherofick 'of the (reebs, do 
frequently, ad perhaps, more than fuf- 
58] fitrnifh roo many ſob, and 
de going Perſons. 
| Fav bf the Op! £1on; t cobfetd; that 
"of $a ſyppote our $4vjour; to hive 
; ey e'Choice of Perſons; qualify' witle 


dogitteft humane Accom phihmens; 
N 2 [e, 


"RASA 


D F ods 
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© to preach the Goſpel, ſuch as had the 
-oefheral Character, and Reputation, of 
Ken of profound Wiſdom, and uni- 
 verſab-Eearning, able the Help of 
ſublime Speculations, polite Language, 
and a graceful Elocution, cou'd win upon 
the Audience, and: make the ſeveral 
Paſſions of their Hearers, ſerve their 
ſordid, and” vain-glorious Purpoſes, 1 
ſay, if our, Saviour, had, tak'n this Mes 
thod, he might juſtly haye been blanyd, 
for uſing the ſame, carnal Policy, 'thar 
was t00 apparent, .in_the' Heads of the, 
ſeveral” Secs - of Philaſophers, and his 
' Doftrine.. wou'd haye:; wanted. thoſe: 


: ” s : 


«- 


t 


4 b 


legible. CharaRers' *of,) its Divinity. , 
which were: ſtamp?'d: upon. it, had iþ 
been* maintain'd .by ſprightly Fancy, 
proper, and.clegant Language, and hay- 
monigus. Cadencies,,.. and .the , Aſſent, 
giv'a.to it, wou'd too nearly have r& 
ſembPd that, which is giv*g to. the 
Opinions of the/Philoſaphers among..the 
Pagans, and - wow'd,. manifeſtly . hays 
had its Foundation. laid jn the Wi/dew 
of Me, rather than... the / irrefiltible 
Poges..of Gat. ae, Ar Ot. 
Now. what Perſon, .who looks on 


o 


theſe 'Fiſher-men and . Pabliccns, . who 
_ were not; ſo much as tanght, the very 
firlt Principles of Humane Literature, 
(as the ' Goſpels acquaint us, ,;and- as 
 Celſus is ready enough to believe.) and 

j yer 


Ones againſt Celfur. 97 


bad ſich a" Preſence of Mind; that | 
£ were able, not only to di ſcourle 
to heir Conntry-mea the Jews, COn- 
cerning  Faith"in' Chriſt, but. alſo ra 
reach the fame DoArine to other Na» 
jons, ' and were favourd with mott 
wonderful. Succeſs, I fay, what Perſon 
who looks on theſe Fiſhermen and Pub. 
licans » will nor preſently enquire , 

nce they deriv'd this uncommon 
| Power of Perſwaſion, and acknowledge, 
hat our Saviour's Promiſe in the tol- 
bwing Words, *Come after me, and Ty. iv, 
$i make you Fiſhers of Men ; was evi- V. 19. 
ently, and remarkably accompliſh'd, 
m that Divine Power, which accom- 
pany'd the Preaching of the Apoſtles ? 
"Twas this, t0 which, St. Paul has 
0 plain a Reference, when he ſays, 
Speech, aad my Preaching Was rot 1 Cor. ii. 
= enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom ; V. 4. 
47 Demonſtr ation of the Spirit, and * 
» Fell rye Jour Faith ſhow? wt ſtand 
S the W; ifaom of Men, but in the Porer 

God. 

-Y For as the Prophetical Pfalmiſg (| peaks, 
who fore-told the Preaching of the Go. 
pel, The Lord gave the Word, great-wa ORG 
the Company of thoſe that publiſt?a it; Woe 
and* as it is fore-told in another Place, | 
His W ord rUns Very ſwiftly. "Pr, extyis 


Y- 15, 
, 7 


nM 


es that The Voi ce; of, the Apo: 
ti 2s Va he the thro? all #5 Wh Mi 
their Dottr: NE, and. Fgns tO, Was 
Iprcad to, rhe” moſt | ce en Regions. 
Fhey allo, .who hear 1s DoRciag,, 
are a ith, the Spirit of God, wha 
4CCOImPpanies the Froperung 'of -it, a$ 
_ abundancly appears, by the Diſpolitiog 
of their Minds, the Tenor of their Con: 
yerſ0on, and their \ Vigarous Defencg 
f the nzked Truth, ev/n. to. the, ap- 
Wy Hazard of their, Fortunes, their 
eputatiohs, and their Lives, tho? it 
' Gant be deny'd, but ought to be deep; 
_ If lamented, chat-tog many wha have 
tak'n upon em the Miniſterial Funition, 
after all the: Profeilion, which We 
make, of believing in God, thro? Chri 
and after havi Teem d to be wonder- 
fully attracte by the bright, aad al- 
molt- irreſiltible [hs hs: of Goſpel- 
F | Grace, ris to be fear'd, did never tcel 
þ 7 -- Re ſaving Impreſſioa 'of it. qa, their 
1 | Hearts, attended with. a ſuitable Influ- 
ence on their Lives, and Conyerſa: 
£10ns. 
And.tho” 1 haye already mention'd 
-" thar Expreſſion in the Golpel, accord- 
..- ing to St. Mathew, The Harveſt. is great, 
&: out the Tabourers are few. Pray; je. 
Bee *H therefore the Lerd of the Harveſt; that 
\V. 37. he mou'd ſend forth more Labourers into 
FRE the | en + think 1 It mayn't be 1+ 
. bv proper 
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foper to 'repeat-it, to ſhew, 'thar' our 
aviour's Foreknowledge of the Enter- 
minment, which his -Dodrine wou'd 
Meec wich in 'the World 3+ was a 
Divine Proot of 'its fature , happy , 
and more than-ordinary Effe&t upon 
the Minds of Men; a Doctrine, the 
|  pood Shccefs 'of which was far from 
. depending on 'the Affiltance of! rhe 
| OR it On. 
|. moſt Learned Dottors, but was pwitlg 
to that Divine, 41d  Miracalon* Power 

that-accompany*d"the Apoſtles in thei 
 SAQGRED MINISTRA TIONS. 7% 
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CHAP. Jil. ; 


AN N D becauſe Ce!ſus repreſents 
*'em, not only. as a Parcel of 1g- 
 -noraat Fellows, but allo as a:Club of 
molt: fcandalous Creatures, vile «+Publis 
ears, and Mariners ; I anifwer, it ſeems 
he aſſents to ſome Paſſages" 1n the Gol- 
pels, whereby, he thinks, 'he can ſup- 
port his Cue, but rejects, | when: ie 
thinks fit, the Authority of the Evan- 
yelifts themſelves, that he may nor be 
oblig*'d ro acknowledge, ' and reve- 

' rence rhale ' CharaQters of : Divinity , 
N 4 which 
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which: are, ſo legible. in -their Wris 


- Bur when he ſees, with what Faith« 
fulneſs they, relate,  &v*n; thoſe: Things, 
that ſeem to leſſen rheir- Eſteem, and 
mamteſtly expos'd *ern. ro the -greateſt 
Dangers, hs ought certainly to believe 


> rei$.. as being, diyinely inſpir'd, and 


y conlequence, intallibly true, and of 
the highelt Importance to/us. 
©. Barnabas, I contels, in. his Catho/:ck 
Epiſtle, (rom | whehce /*tis probable, 
tlrat Celſ#s' has borr word his diſadyan- 
tagedus Remarks upon the Apoltles 
ot our Bleſſed Saviour ) fays, & That 
« Jeſus choſe ſuch Perſons to the 
« Apoſtolical FunQion, as were wicked 
« to the Jaſt Degree.” And in the 
Goſpel according to St. Lake, St. Peter 
ſays to Jeſus, Lord depart from me, for 


8. I] am a. ſinful Man. And St. Paul, in 


one of his Epiſtles to Timothy, ſays, 


This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of 
5- al] Acqeptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came: 


into the World, to ſave Sinners, of whom 
] am chief ; tho? at laſt he becamea 
moſt Eminent Apoſtle. 

And I know not, whether Cel/ws's 
Memory, .or his Judgmeat, is molt de- 
tective, when he .makes no Meation 
of St. Paul,-who, next 'tq-our Bleſſed 
Sayiour ,,- was': the moſt; remarkable 
Faunder of the Chriſtian Churches. 
; ET, I yy Mb 2s 3{ 


at." - 7 
+ P 


againft -Celfib. 


-* But *tis probable, he thoughr jt wou'd 
' Not ſerve his Cauſe, and that, if he 
had tak*n Notice et him, he hadob- 
lig'd himſeli co have giva a rational, 
and diitiact Account, how a Perſon, 
who once ' perſecuted the Church of 
God, ſpit his Venom, and employ*d 
his moſt vigorous Endeavours, 1n Op- 
poſition _ to rhe ' Chriſtians, ' inſformwch. 
that he thirſted for their Blood, . was 
ſo ſtrangely alter'd on a ſudden, that 
he ſpread the Gaſpel from Feraſalem 
to Ilyricam , endeavouring. to avoid 
building on the. Foundation, which 
another had laid, and making it his 
Choice, and Buſineſs; ro preach. to 
them, who had never heard the glad 
Tydings of Salvation by a Crucity*d 
Redeemer. an 
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FHATF Abſurdity is there then, 
'Y--in ſuppoſing, 'that our Saviour, 
being deſirous ro'/ſhew Mankind, what 
Sovereign Remedies he had, and; was 
willing' to apply to the diſtemper*d:Souls 
of : Mev, ſhou'd 'make-' Choice 'of Per- 
ſons; that were notoriouſly wicked, and 
work ſuch a ſudden,” and fſarprizing 
Change'upon em,” that by the' Parity 
of their Lives, they became very ho» 
nourable EXnples to them, who were 
' afterwards converted by their Mi- 

f _ niſtry ? . 

A H Tt they, who have refarm*d their 
'* Manners, muſt he upbraided with 
the Crimes, which they formerly com- 
mirted, then we may as well bring in 
a molt heavy Charge againſt Phedon 
himſelf, ev'n after he had devored his 

Time, and Sriength, to the Study of » 
Philoſophy, becaute Hiitory acquaints 
us, that Socrates took him, from a 
Place , . where Debauchery was pra- 
ctic'd, without Fear, or Regret, and 
put Iim upon rational, and. learned 
ens TT dint Studies, 


he was. far trom being a mean Profis 
Ciear. | - 


ES don BR. 


it 1elf, by Reaſon. of the extravagaat 
Courſes, which .Polemox the Succetlag 
of ,Zonocrates had. formerly takin... Bur 
ia.Truth, chis Conſideration 90'S. great- 
ly brighten, and recommend rheir- Cha- 
racter, that by the Help al to Divine 
« 1hing as Philoſophy, they cou'd . be 
brought ro refalve. on. a virtuous, 'and 
ſevere. \Courle pf Lite, .in Spight of 
thoſe bad. Impreſſions, , with which 
they. were forc?'d to ſtruggle, and over 
which they did, with no ſmall Diff 
culty, obcain an honourable, and happy 
Conquelt. | 


And I ſcarce know, whether the 


Greeks can produce any Inſtances of 
this kind, 1a any,other Perſans,. beſides 
* Pheadon and Polemon, ar at belt, they can 
- name but very few Perfons, who ever 
left their Intemperance and Debauchery 
' to apply their Minds, to the gatertain- 
ing, and uſeful Study of Phuofophy. 

* But 1a the Schoo! of Chriſt, befides the 
twelve Apoſtles, who had the Honour to 
be contemporary with him, we {ee daily, 
8 far greater Numbey of Perlons,. thar 
become; virtuous, and pious, and join 
17.,a Bleſſed Choras, ' acknowledgipg, 
with the. deepeſt ſhame, and RN 
ir '/ of 9 rhe 
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Studies, in which, - in Proceſs of, 'Lme, * 


204 | ig Saints c 18) 
the'many falſe, and almoſt fatal- Steps, 
which 'formerly- they took. © We ' oar 

Tix, iii, ſelves (fays he Me) were ſome. 
V. 3:4" 33m0s fooliſh, and "diſobedient, deceiv'd, 
ſerving diverſe Laſts and Pleaſures, living 

in Milice and Envy, hateful, and hati 

one another, But after that the” K; in 

neſs, and Love of God our Seine f0- 

ward Man appear*d, not by Works of Righ- 
teouſneſs nhich we have done, but accors 

ding to his Aercy he ſad us, by the 
Waſhing” of- Regeneration, and the' Re- 
tewing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he 

fhed on as abundantly, For as the Pro- 

| pherical Pfalmiſt ſpeaks, He ' ſent his 
Pial, cvii, Word, and heaPd *em, and deliver'd "ens 
Y, 20: fram rheir Deſtrat#iozs. T might add, that 
* Chryfppus, in a Book which he 'has 
writ, EntituPd, The Art of Curing the 
Diſorders of the Humane Paſſtons, en- 
deavours to lay «down proper, and 

; effeFnal Rules, for the Management 

E-. ' of thoſe, whichdifturb the Peace of the 
C Mind; and to that end, he argues np- 

on - the Principles of Rveral Sects of 

Philoſophers, not examining, which of 
*em are-moſt agreeable to Truth, and 
has the following Words. -© If, ſays he, 
« Pleaſure be eſfeem'd the chief” Good, 
« the Paſſions "may, and ought thus 
« tobe curd; and if chhire” bs three 
«. Kinds of Good, they are td be cur'd _ 
'E after this different _—_— ==. 
Now 


« i bt - b 


Now they, who find Fault with the 
Chriſtian Religion, do wilfully Negle&, 
to conſider, how many unruly Paſſions 
are ſucceſsfully govern'd by it, what a 
. Stop it puts to that rapid Torrent of 
Vice, and Immorality, - which is too 
vifible in the World; and what extra- 
vagant, favage, and ev'in Diabolical 
Tempers it. has frequently; happily, 
and-rvery ſuddealy conquer'd;; Cer 
taialy, it ought to; raiſe their Admird- 
tio, and; conſtrain em, 'to' make it 

| tnoſt..thanktul ' Acknowletigements,.16 
Almighty.God, toi conſider, what! vaſt, 
__ 4nd apparent Advantage the Publick 
' reaps, rom thoſe proper, andimoſt ex- 
- celleant Methods,-. which our: Saviour 
took; tor the Reformation of Manners, 
won't allow Chriſtiagity to-be the True 
Religion ; yet. they \muit confeſs that 
x. 'conduces very much to the: true Tn» 
rareſt of Mankind, and which is: more; 
has an {mmeazate , ;and - Principal: Re 
vard.: to their ;betfer, and irnniertal 
"FF, ; 343! SVEN 113 166148 4 
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0 D: 'Our Suviout fas {io Spins 
"& ally conſulted; ev'n the Fompo- 
ral: S faniake of: his FolJowers,"/that 
he wortdire have”cmn-to' be raſh, and 
ceipitare,' but pives: 'er this Indteſ. 
tary” Leſſon, When the perſeedts' FIT, 
Ont' City, 5 e Unjo''an0 fg ' and<ttaches 
*etn byrhis own! Example, not” 'te* run 
into needleſs Dangers, 1 309) 
Clos". takes '1Oceafion vn (try 
hence, iro: form: #nt'Actufation” againſt 
him; In the: Perſon''of 'Q/ 'Jeip) in the 
followthg: Words; "Tow Tun up and down , 
way: Diſcip Veit Bur as-/ f6rvthe 
Chatgs; * Which þ is-licr&'broiught \chinſt 
_ out Blefſed* Saviour; we: -meet With 4 
 ParaltlebiCiſc, eyinin the' Hiſtories; 
which the Greeks have publiſhd. 'Þor 
Ariſtotle;that Famous Philoſopher, when 
he ſaw, he ſhou'd be condemn'd, as x 
wicked Per ſon, by reaſon ot ſome pecu- 
lar, arid im ſome Sence,” dangerous No- 
tions;headvanc'd, which, as the Athe- 
mans thought, did give 't00 great En- 
couragement to Licenciouſnels, took an 
. _ _ Oppor- 


Qpgorragiry 4080 from Athersg1;and 


FER97.6.2s Selgpl 10-halcts malig 


the following; Apology, to-ſome ofcius | 


AcquainraRce, Let: ps}. Jeave: Athens, - 
« ({aps, he) that we,mayn't {uffercit; 

« y9;be,ih the Pawer of the Arhtrians, 

<:$0.re-act that horrid Impiery, whiely 

« they. plainly dilgover'd,. by, their: all 

« -Ircatmear. ofi/a great « Genits 4,588 

& the World kaows 'Socraes:.to have 
« been,; and to; commit;a-tnoſt griev- 

« ous Offence againſt {10 ſacred a :}ung 

& as Philoſophy. 
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Wm os Is 4 
27 E LS VS | adds, . That OUT SAT dur, 


At running, up, and down with big Dif- 
tiples, was. forc'd 16. beg. his Bread, tike 


: 


+ ſordid Wretcht.-: 
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But pray ket him pIorm us,, Where 
he has rak'd up all theſe fcurrilous Exe 
preſſons. T conteſs, we readinthe. Gol: 
pels, , bat cortain, Women, that. were 
curd of their Infirmuties, among. which 
was Su/epaeh, did readily diffriburs ſame 
Part of .cheir Subſtance, to furniſh the 
Diſciples, with what was neceſlary: 10s 
kak FI | x n# * « GR P 
the Support of Life.. But 
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Relations and Far nary 1 intloya o 
Mankind -in general, - 'wou'd refuſe to 
have" his Wants ſupply*d'? Or; did it 
become the Philoſophers, to accept/the_ 
e, and generous Aſſiſtance, of 
their” Frieads, and others ; but a 
baſe and ordid Spirit, in our B 
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HEN the No whom che 
I**Ponares ,"contirmes his cock 
with” our Seviour ; "in the” following 
Words, What Neteſfiry was there," wn 
whey you were 4.  Infapt, Joh fd be 


y; Iavomi 4 a, to be 

| noel, eems 

fron Pa ra to-bid: ou, 

ET 4b RN: be- 

oye Fh4s leſt ou [b0u"d 

we roar To to age es 
rofl Almighty od, : 

"Told, 
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| gidiculing his precious Blood, that was 


| ſhed upon the Croſs, he ſays, *rwas 


A | | ( flow. V. 34 
But we, who give*Credir to our Sa- 

| Four, when” he gives a Teſtimony of 

Is Divinity, 10 the following Words, 

fam the Way, the Truth, and: the Life ; John xiv. 
| and in other Parallel. Places, and when Fs 
* he bears Witneſs to the Truth: of his 
Humanity, in the' following Expreſſion, 
| Now ye ſeek to kill, me, a Man, whohbas, 
| Told you the Trath : 1 fay, we, who be-1*y "i 
| eve our Savioar,” when he ſpeaks thus 

* of himſelf, do aſſert, and maintain, that 

2 he had 1wo Natures, the one, Divine, 

- and- the other Humane, and: that ſince 

* he came into the World, with an I1n- 
tention to. live, jn ſome” relpects, like 

.the ret of Men, *cwas- highly jncon- 

| gruous, | that: he ſhou'd run upon a 

| en ipiee, and be fond of Miſery, and 


| Such Blood as from the Immortal Gods do; 79 I 


O *T'was 
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Origen. againſt Celſus, | 

*Twas fit, he ſhowd-be direted, 
and govera'd” by "them, 'to. whom the 'F 
Care of his Education did belons, and # 
that the Angels' Orders ſhou'd be 
ſtriQly, and reltgioufly obferv*d, 'and MW 
the ſame Angel which faid at firſt, 
Joſeph, thou Son of David, fear not- to 
take unto thee, Mary thy 'Wife, for that 
which is concety'd in her, #' of the Hoh 
Ghoſt ; rand, Ariſe, and take 
the young Child, and his Mother, and flt 
into Egypt, and be thoa there, until I 

| bring thee Word, for Herod will ſeek th 

young Child, to deftroy him, 
_ And T fee nothing in this whole AG 
coupt, that ev'n ſerv to ſhock or. 
Reaſon, and deſtroy our Faith. For 
we read elſewhere, thar Joſeph. was 
warn'd by God in a Dream, and thi Þ. 
ſuch*Apparitions as theſe have been, is 
a Truth, in the firm Belief of which, 
Experience it ſelf may, I think, ſuffic- 
ently confirm us. What Abſurdity is 
there then, upon rhe whole; in ſuppo- 
ſing , that our Bleſſed" Saviour , who 
aſlum*d the Humane Natare, ſhou'd at 
with'the Prudence of 4 Min, in endex 


vouring to keep out 'of 'the Way 
impending Calamities,'” not as it le 
cou'dn't have avoided *em by his In 
finice Power, without taking ſuch Met- 
{ures as he did; but becauſe *twis 
conſfiltent with the Wi} of God, a 1 
| ag | with i 


EY * 


WI 4galnft Gel fu. 


.* wich the Nature of Things, . that his 
FF Life ſhou'd be preſerv'd; I» the U* 


. of Means, and nor by 4 Con:tnud 
| | X Conrſe of Super-nataral, and Mir acnlois 


FE Twas more agt reeable f the Dic- 
| kares of Infinite Wiſdom, that our Sas 
- yiour {h0u'd be carry'd | by his Pz- 
rents into Eg Ypt, and that he ſhou'd 
tarry there, *till they heard of the 
FDeach of Herod, tlian that he ſhou'd 
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k parerr's fiom the Evits to whicls 
was expos'd, being better. arm? 
an with Plato's. Helmet, and ſecur? 
rom che Rage of his malicious Enes 
7 tic by theif being ſtruck, like rhe 
" Jedomttes of old; with fudden Blind- 
y.. s. For ſuch, a Series of miraculous 
*Fppearances, had been very uaſuitable 
to: his great Deſign ; of acquainting. 
the World, as a "Man aurhoriz'd by 
a & Teſtimony of God hiinſelt j that 
Rl > TRUE SON of GOL, the ETER- 
Fd LL HORD, the W ISDUM ; and 
F UER of GOD, did glorioully, ths? 
$ wonderfully refide, in the Hamary N PE 
tare of the INCARNATE JESUS 
Bur ?tis not my Buſineſs at cnoſent; 
ls (peat fully of the 1wo Natures , 
Wt were: united; in his Perion &i Our ' 
wy | Bleſſed Saviour, ſince theie is a Pars 
My | eular, and it I may 1o fay,. a.Do- 
| Q z tcl ick 


-10 hs Native Country, and yet 
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K : meſtick - Diſpute between us, con- 


cerning” that Difficult, and ' Importanr 


Point. - 


© Cnae, IVIL 


> | 
"HEN. Celſus's Few, as if he had. 

E. | + been educated in the Schools 
 -. = oft rhe Greeks, and inſtructed. 1n their 
Kt: Learning, ſays, That the Ancient Fables, 
E.” "that attribute a Divine Original to Pet» W- 
7 ſeus, Amphion, Aacus, azd Minos, tho' 'W: 
they be not in Striftneſs true; 'yet a. 
diſplay the Attions of theſe Perſons, a 
being great, and wonaerfal, and above 
the Sphere of Hume Nature. But fr i. 
$ your Part, what did' you ever ſty, or do, i 
FB ' that was worthy of Admiration, tho) you ij * 
were openly thalleng'd, to give convin- if | 
cing Proofs, that you were- the Son of iſ * 
| God. | | | 4 
In Anſwer to this, TI need ay G TP 
\ 
: 


/ 


the Greeks, . whether they can ſhew, 

- that any,.of the fore-mention?d Per: 
fons, did any extraordinary Service 
to' the World, or pertorn”d any great 
| Exploit, to induce future Ages, C0 
believe the Truth of thoſe Fables, 

whict Þ 


IS 


FE Oricen avainſt Ciinu 213. 


Wi «OW 'em to us, as being 5 
pderiv'd from a Dive Original. 

- Bur I defy %em, to inſtance in any 
"of the Actions of theſe Fabulous He- 

[| | Toes, that deſery'd to be nam'd,”) much 
« I le compar'd, with what our Saviour 
; did ; unleſs they will refer us to their 
own Fables, and Hiſtories, and have 
= to believe *em, without any. more 
Fadoe, and disdelieve our Hiſtories, of. 
bthe Truth, and Importance of which, 


{ W ve have all the Evidence, that we can. 
; W reaſonably delire. | 
" bf ſay, and know, that the Di- 
's ine Power of our Bleſſed Saviour, has 
; & been ſirfliciently ſeen , and haypily 
| LHelt, thro* the whole habitable Wor! 
5 4 there any Churches are founded, chat 
þ Y nfift of Perſons, reclaim'd from many: 
; © Korbitant Vices. 

8 And the Name of JESUS, at this, 
, © fry Day, compoſes the ruf'd Minds 
: of Men, diſpoſſeſſes Demons, cures 


| Diſcaſcs, aid works a meek, gentle, 
Þ and amicable Temper, in all hole Per: 
Tons, who make Profeſſion of Chriſtia, 
 Nity,. from an higher End, than their 

; worldly Intereſt, and incerely believe, 
; T wha it teaches us, ' concerning God , 
[9nd Chrift, and a Future Juagmeat- | 
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. mention*d by us, to his Honour, a few 
| of which, T have related, makes as if 


curd; the Pead that were rais'd to 
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x HEN Celſzs, foreſeeing, how many [ | 
1 remartoble Attions,” chat were þ 
perform*d_ þy ,our Saviour, might he 
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he granted the Truth, of what is writ, « 
concerning the Diſeaſes, that were 


Lite, and the few Loaves, with which 
a great Multitude was fed, and of * 
which many Fragments did remain, : 
and thoſe ftrange Accounts we meet 
with in the Goſpel-Hiſtory, and im- 
mediately a&ds the following Words, 
Well, let us ſuppoſe, that you really dia 
theſe Things yen talk of. Put in the 
fame Þreath, he quite unrayels what 
he had ſaid betore, and ſets' them on 
a Level,” with the Operations, that are 
pertorn'Pd by Magicians, who pretend 
vo do mighty Things, and having tftu; 
dy'd Magzc&. in Egypt, get a litrle Mo- 
ney" out'of People's Pockers, by pra: 
ttigng the;r. Art. in the: open - Forum, 
pilpoiſef1ng. Demons ,- curing Diftem- 
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F Origen ot Celfus. "+ 


rs, calling ww departed Souls, and 
Eun to 'the deluded Sight, a 
able ſpread with imaginary Dain- 
"fies and Animals, that teem ro move 
—of.their own Accord, but have no in- 
£ ward Spring of Life, and Mation. 
His Words are theſe, Pray muſt ws 
obeems the Perſons, who perform theſe won- 
|  derful Operations, ty b: the Sons of God, 
oor muſt we not rather eſteem "em to be 
T vile Wretches, that are well-verSd, it ſeems, 
Fun 4 Diabolical Art? 
You ſee here, that he allows an ex- 
pordinar Power in Magzck, tho? by 
tbe Way, Pm much miſtakn, it he 
Ent the very Perſon, who. writ ſe- 
” eral Books, in which, he direaly 
Pmaincains the contrary. 
And yet, becauſe he thinks, it may 
L*&rve his Cauſe, 1e compares the Acti- 
Loos of ' our Bleſſed Saviour, with the 
ZDperations of Magicians. Indeed, there 
-% been ſome Ground, for. making 
iS invidious Compariſon, if our Saq-. 
— Vhour had made ſuch a Yai Shew of 
iratles, as the Magicians do. | 
$ Their Deiiga all, whatever Won» 
es they may effect, by the Aſſi- 
" thance of the Devil, 15 not ro reform 
bp Manners of Mea ; nor have ſuch 
ain Amuſements the laſt Tendency, 
| to beget in Perſons a True Fear of God, 
| and lo to regulate their Actions, that 
O 4 ; they 
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they. may |be' "Re Fra acquitted, 
when they ſhall be furmon'd, to ap- 
pear before his Awful Bar. 

The fore-mention'd Perſons, dan 
ſo much as aim et aoy Thing of this 
Kind, and. if rhey did, of all Perlons 


mY oy V/orld, e109 word: be moſt 


nf for fo STER. an Undertaking, 
{nce ; rhey t theraſelves, are guilty of the 
mo't notorious ' Crimes. Whereas out 


Bleſſed Saviour, who deſign'd by his ] 


Miracles, to reform. the Manners of |! 
them, who were Eye-- Witneſſes of : 
what he did; g gave not only his Follows 
&rs, but all Mankind , a Bright Ex. | 
ample oy Uniffefted Virtue, and Piety, .- 
that they,” who were” to publiſh his 
Excellent Doctrine, might at once be © 
dire&e d, and encourag'd, to acquaint 
EavIr Heaters with the Mind of God; 
and that the fore-mention'd Perſons. | 
being more convined' by the Native. 
Beaury, of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
the Holy Lives of their Teachers, than 
by the Miracirs that wefe wrought; ; 
might in all - their Actions, have 2 
lincere, and facred Regard to the Ho? 
gour of God, and the Interett of theit 

Dear, atid Fvet Blefled Redeemer. 
Now, if the whole Courſe of our 
Seviewrs Life' was tuch, as I bave re: 
prefented it, wirhout 'ufing any Arti- 
Hh : GEL ours, and B 9d Ri igures ro ent 
#- 0X. 0 b12208 
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KF Þ blazonit, as we know, is tov frequently 

& the Caſe of many, of the feigz*d Heroes 
--* of Antiquity, how abſurd a Thing is 

KF it, to compare it with the curſed O- 
WU perations of Magzicz2n5, and is it not 
" WU highly agreeable to the Dictates of im- 
BF partial Reaſon, to believe, that he was 
© GOD, as he himſelf aſſures us, and 
 condeſcended to aſſume -the Hamarne 
7 Natare, for our Common, and Everlaſt. 
ing Benefit. 
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= TPP HEN Celſzs, confounding Things 

+ 4 at a molt miſerable Rate, and 

> borrowing, what is peculiar to one 

XJ Se& of Chriſtians, that he may, the 

” more ſucceſsfully, reproach the whole 

Body of *em, fays, Certiinly, a God won'd 

never have ſuch a Body as yours, that 

'is ſo contemptible, as being liable to'ſ9 
many, and ſo conſiderable Imperfettions. 

In Anſwer to this, we ſay, he af- 

ſum'd A Humane Body, ( being con- 

ceived in the Womb of rhe Bleffed 

Firgtn, ) which render'd him capable 

of Suffering, and Dying, in ſome Re- 

EA bo nn | ſpeQts, 
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Fes "@& igen againlt Celfns. 
ſpeQs like the reſt. of Men. Ta. thi 
. | Sence, we my truly ſay, he was a 
Heb. iv. miſerable Perſon, Being rempred. in all 
V. 15. Things, as we are, yet" without Sin. For 
with. us, ?cis beyond all Doubr, that 
x Pet, : He committed no. Sin, neither was Guile 
* V 22, found in his Mouth, "and. that God did 
" * deliver him up as a & Sparteſs Sacrifice, 
for the Sins of an Apoſtare Meorld: 
Then Celſus ſays, the Body of a Gad, 
wou?d never have been form"d Hike your? s, 
But he can't deny, that if our Saviour 
. was barn, as we ſay, he was, then 
ev/n his Body had, in ſome Seace, a 
Stamp of Divinity upon it, and might 
be call'd rhe Body of the Great God 
himfelf. On the contrary, he disbe- 
heves,. and rid;cules the. Account, we 
have, of our Sviour's Conception by 
the Holy Ghoſt and thinks. he was 
begotten in Adulter y, by one Panthe- 
rz, a Souldier, on the Body of her, 
whom we call the Bleſſed Virgin, and 
that made him ſay, the Body of a 
God, wou'd never hxve been fornd like 
your?s, But I think, T' have ſaid enough 
on that Head already, to ſatisfy ary 
Umnparas', and Candid Reader. 
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} FUELSUVS goes on, neither ſays he, 
* A J Do's the Body of a God ſtand in 
| Need of ſuch Food, for its Nourifhment, 
and Support, as that with which yoars 
 & ſupplyd; as if he cou'd ſhew out 
of the Four Ev2zzelifts, not only that 
he ate, but alſo by what Food his 
frail Nature- was maintain'd. Bur be 
1t fo, I grant he ate the Paſſover with 
= his Difcrples, and not only made Ufe” 
of the following Words, With Defire, Luk. xxii 
I have deſir'd to ear this Paſſover with ©" i: 
o4 ; but did attually partake, of what 
; "was provided for him. I grant alſo, 
that being thirſty, he drank at Jaco/'s 
Well. But what is this, to the Pur- 
poſe ? ?Tis ſaid expreſly, he ate Fiſh, 
ev'n after he was riſen from: the dead. 
And this agrees very well with what . 
we ſay, viz. That he afſum'd a Real, 
and not a Phantaſtical Boay,' and was 
conceiv*d in the Womb of the Blefſes 
Viroin. . Ae. PO Eh L 
Then Celſzs ſays, A God hai mo 
weed of: ſuch a Voice, © nor ſuch ot 
IDF je OY : Wy "0; ; Oh 
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* . 220 Orizen againlt Celſus 
73 of Ye wt pg But rhis, I think, is 


one of the'.moſt frivolous ObjeQions, 
that he cou'd poſhbly have raisd a- 
gainſt us. For I might tell him, that 
Apollo, one of the Gods of rhe Greeks, 
who goes under the Name of Pythian, 
and Didyme.n, made uſe of ſuch a 
Voice, when the Oracle was giv*n by 
rhe Pythian, Priefleſs, or the Priefteſs of 
Miletam. . And yet the Greeks don't 
take Occaſion trom hence, to call in 
Queſtion, much leſs to deny, the Divi- 
nity of Apolio, or aay other God, who 


 eave Our Oracles, ar ſome convenient 


Pla CCy | 


Now how much more, did it con- 
duce to the-Spiritual Advantage of the 
World in Gezeral, that God ſhou'd re- ' 
veal his Will in the Perſon of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, who ſpoke-with ſuch 
Authority, and Power, that he made a 
ſecrer, bur irrefiltible Impreſſion upea 
the Minds- of Men. 
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- ITHEN Celſ//s, whoſe wicked Opi- 
- £4 nions, and Practices, render him - 
hateful to that God, who is a Lover 
of right Reaſon, and unaffeQed Vir- 
| tue, reproaches our Saviour in the fol- 
'. lowing Words, All his Miracles diſco- 
ver d him to be a Perſon, hateful to God, 
and 4 notorious, and wile Impoſtor. But 
- if we critically enquire into the Na- 
ture of Things, and the Signif6carion 
of the foregoing Words, we ſhall find, 
that in Propriety, and Stritneſs of 
Speech, ao Perſon, how wicked ſoever 
he may be, can have this Character 
giv/n him, that he is hated of God. 
For the following Expreſſion carries 
Abundance of Truth, as well as Weight 
in it ; viz.  Theu: loveſt all Things that Wl. xi. 
are, and hateſt nothing, which thou haſt : ** 
made; for never wouwdft thou have made © 
any Thing, if thoa hadſt hated it. 

If we meet with any Expreſſions 
in the Writings of the Prophets, that 
ſeem to intimate, that God hates hu 
Creatures, we mult interpret *em by 


this 
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222 - Ormen againſt Cetfus. 
this general, aad neceſſary Rule, that 
the Scripture, when it ſpeaks of God, 
do's often cloath him, as ir were, with 
thoſe very Paſſions, which are tre- 
quently working in Humane Breaſts, 

But ro what Purpoſe 1s it, to return 
an Anſwer, to a_ Peifoh, who ev'n 


za a Diſcourſe, EntiruPd, 4 Trae Re- 


tation , takes the Liberty , .to giye 
Vent to his Paſſton, in moſt unjuſt, 
and ſevere Invettives, and to treat 
6ur Bleſſed Saviour , as if he were , 
like hin, a Notorious, and Vile Im- 
poltor. 

For ſuch Language, as he gives 
him, don't become a Man, who pre- 
tends to. Reaſon, and Demonſtration ; 
tho* he diſcoyers at once, his Want 
both of Sence, aud Breeding. Oa the 
contrary, he ought to have fairly ſta- 
ted the Controverſy, which there is 
between us, to have examin'd Matters, 
with the greateit Imparuality, -and 
Exactneſs, and '{hou'd have avoided ; 
4s much as. might be, all needleſs, and 
- ridiculous Digrefſions, and Tauto- 
 bogies. 

Bur becauſe Ce/ſws Jew; dg's no 
longer continue . his Diſcourſe with 
our Bleſſed S$:viour, I ſhall draw.my 
firſt Book to a Concluſion, and if God 
will grant me the: Knowledge of his 
LFruta, which is able to overthrow , 
tho” 


Fn ""_ " * " WER, BY KY TOES, - y TIT" ao: — > 
* © 64" th Its ods 2Þ it $8. t-- 4 *. i” od ben 7 6. Ld + wt 5% os. WO» 
wi [EAT OE {34 han Lo nr ts Sie 3 RT OTB os WY ING . T7 
an ttnnys He EST : ' 
7 4 +> a7 jr PE $ + * ' ; 
y - T2 . 
S bal 4 7 : 


SORT 


Origen againit Celſus. 223 

= tho” not wholly to extirpate Error, ac- 
-- cording to that Expreſſion, Deſtroy ?ems 
by thy Trath, I ſhall retura an Anſwer, 
| to what Celſus offers, as perſonating a 
* Jew, dirediag his Diſcourſe to thoſe 
of his Native Country, who are ſup- 
- pos'd, to be unhappily,- as he-ima- 
-. pines, brought off from Judaiſm, to an 
open Profeſſion of the Religion, which 
= we embrace. 


ET. 
wed 
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'Origen againſt Celſus : 
Tranſlated from the 


IGINAL 


INTO 


k 


ENGLISH. = 


Cruaz I 


'Y Firſt Book in Anſwer to 

Celſs's Diſcourſe, - Entitul'd, 

* >Y7 4. 4 True Relation, ending where 

& i ceaſes to perſonate a Jew, diſcour- 

| fing with our Bleſſed Saviour, and be- 

8 ing {woln to a convenient Bulk, I re- 

— loiv'd to compoſe a ſecond, and therein, 

{ I ſhall endeavour to. confute, what'the 

| Game pretended Jew has to offer, to 

{ thoſe of his own Country, who are 

F inwardly perſwaded of the Truth, and 
| Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, 
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4, Origen againſt Celſus. 

And I confeſs, I can't but wonder, 
that ſince Ce!/uws was fo fond of ſpeak. 
10g in_the- Perſon of a Jew, he didn't © 
make him. direQ his Difcourlg to the. © 
Gentiles, rather. than to. his own Coun- _ 
try-men..,,,For *twou'd have carry'd 
with it, a far more plauſible Appea- 
rance, it it had beea directed by him, 
to thoſe, who, embhrac'd the Religioit + 
which we profeſs, and were Genres, . 
like our ſelves. But it ſeems, this 
mighty Man, with all his Kaowledge, : 
to which he makes ſuch great Pre- - 
tences,. did not know,. or at leaſt, do's. 
ſeem to me, not quely to confider, the. : 
Nature of that Figure of Speech, which 
we make uſe of, when we ſpeak in * 
| the Perſon of another. 4 

Let us fee therefore, what he ſays, 
to thole Jews, who embrac'd the Chri- 
ſttan Religion. He ſays, That aff rint + 
themſelves, to be moit {hamefully deluded W- 
by onr Saviour, they left the Religion of WW 
their Ancetors,, and" alter'd both their 
Name, and their Courſe of | Life. " 

But he don't conſider, that the Jews, W- 
who . believ'd in our Bleſſed' Saviour, iÞ 
d:d nor torally renounce the- Law of 
their uitly-admu*d- Progenitors,, and W- 
Fore-Fathers ; but liv*'d in the Obſer- 
vance of it, deriving their Appellation, 
trom a Word, that denotes the Poverty. 
of the meer Letter of the Law. £ 
For 


Fi £36k 


' 


; i For Ebion in ha Eilres Language, 
4 | fone Poor ., and the converted 
= Þ ews, were call'd by i: Name of 
| + Evtonites., And St. Peter himſelf, for 
b - 2 conſiderabe Time, obſerv*d the "Jew- 
be Rites, that are_preſcrib'd by the 
aw of Moſes , as not having yet 
| 7 Jearn'd, ev'n from our Bleſſed Savioar, 
 : 0 aſcend, as it were, from their lite- 
ral to their ſpiritual Meaning, as we 
j; "have. the Matter related to us, in the 
E A13s of the Apoitles, On the Morrow, 
as they went on their Journey, and drew A Ts 
Pazeh unto the City, Peter went up u As 
the Homſe-Top to pray, about the ſi Feth by 
EE Hour, And he became very hungry, and 
Ee wou'd have eaten ; but while they made © 


K reach, he fell into a Trance, and faw Hea- 

Fs ven open'd, and a certain Veſſel deſcentl-. 

Fang unto him, as it had been 4 preat 

Sheet, knit at "the four Corners, and tet 
2 | own to the Earth ; wherein were all Man- 
| er of Four-footed " Beaſts of the Earth, 

i "apa Wild Beaſts, and Creepin 's Thin * | 


ow Fowl of the Air, And there a; 
os Voice to bim, riſe Peter, kill, and eat, 
br But Peter- ſaid, not ſo Lord, for. T have 
= never eaten any Thing, that # commoy or 
= unclean And the Voice fon io him 
\4gain the ſecond Time , what God has 
"cleans d, that call thou not FOmmBay. 


P3 Yoga 


Fe is repre- | 
+ ; As g- the Yewiſh 
Pilklkiqn, | tween FI and Unclean 
Meats ; 9g *ris plain, from what fol- 
lows in Tt Hiſtory, chat nothing leſs 
than a.. Viſion cou'd 7 ppg him, to * 
preach the Doarine c in. Chriſt 
- to. Cornelis, who Lk not deſcended 
from the Ir aelites,, and. to his Friends 
that. attended. him. ; Far he. being a 
Jenn and obſerving. the Traditions of - 
the Jewiſh Church, had a contew ptir |» 
ble Nation. of the Gentiles. _ 4 
And the Apoſtle Paz/, in the Epiſtle 
to. the Galatians, acquaints us, Ns St. 15 
Peter, fox, Fear of diſpleaſing the Jens, © 
.refus'd to eat with T Gentiles, For © 
before that certain came from James, he _ 
-did. tat with the Gentiles ; but when they 
fol il. were. come be withdrew, and ſeparated bins © 
Y. 12. ſelf, fearing them which were of the Cir || 
 Fumcifion. . And the other Jews diſſewbPd * 
likewiſe with him, inſomuch that Barnabas | 
. alſo mas tarryd away with their Diſſimu- 
{atian, And it was not, I think, wholly ' 
incongruous, that they ſhowd' comply 
in ſame meaſure, wirh the Jewiſh Rites, | 
who wers entruſted with the Apoſtle: 
ip of the Circumciſion ; For' they, 


who ſeem'd ro, be Pillars, gave Pani, 
| jou Peg the. right Hand of Fel: 
ah the fpjiner Perſons directing 


theif 


: "4 | ir Courſe to! the \Circumeiion But 
- wy ne SEC t they W cl d 
; x o the Dows Be he and Epargnd 
Eh zemſelyes -om the Gentiles, w en the 
'F Cpoſtle Paz! himſelf became a Jew 'to 
h Jews, that he might win upon em. 
Ve read therefore, 1n the As of the 
g [poſties, that he offer'd- an Oblation 
t on the Altar, to ſhew that he had? t 
., altoget her regounc'd the Jewiſh 
*in which he had been educated, and of 
which he was once 'fo paſſionate an 
Admirer. 
© Had Celſus known all this, he wou'd 
7 ver have introduc'd a "Few, addreſ- 


-fing himſelf to thoſe, who' were con- 
Fyerted from udaiſm to the Chriſtian 


© þ © ies in the ollowing Manner. What 


7 rhe "Matter, fays he, my dearly belowed 
Wor auntry-men, that you have on a ſudden 
renounc'd the Religion of your Fathers , 
and wbefors, and [uffer'd your ſelves to © 
_ Jo Jpamefully deluded by Jon pretended 


« e2eoer, a: 10 be prevaifd with-to' alter 
your IL? and Core Y Life,” | : 


Cnap, IL 


UT becauſe T have already men- 4 
44 tion'd. St. owt and the reſt of _ 
hole, who preach'd the DoQrine of. #2 
vin, Chriſt, to wt Circumciſion, | p+ 
thin may not Improper, ta. 
160 ag Tag F our Saviour's in St; 3 
hs "Goſ ll; and a little to exphin | 
John xvi. it; 1 have ſays he, many Things, Mk 
V.12,13-t0 {i ſay uno ? Ys but ye can't bear *em _ 
_ now. But he ( an; Spirit of oy 1 
& come, he will. atde you into all Trut h >. 
for he ſhall 'not ſpeak of himſelf, but whats. 
ſerver he . ſhall. htar, that (ball he Ton 
Now T ask. 7 us Jew," what. were . : 
_ theſe Things, that our Saviour had-to 
. ay to his iſt les, which, under cheit 
nie. Circymitances, they were, not | 4 
omg to reliſh ? Was not ths 
; his Dehire, viz.. to inſtru& *em, ſince oF 
they were Jews, and by Conſequence, 
OE with the | en of the Mo- Y 
Law, I fay, to. inſtru& %em, in © 
ps true Sence of the Law, which the 
Types, and Ceremonies, ugder the Le- 
gu) Dilpenſation, did+ but imperfeRly 
'"' Teprelent 


"= iato thoſe good Things to come, ot 
8 which, the various Rices concerning 
= 7-re, aad impure Meats, and Drinks, con- 
© cerning Feſtzvals, New-Moons, and Sab- 
# baths, were all but obſcure, and in 
© themſelves, very mean, and contemp- 
| fible Shadows ? | 
Thefe,z without Doubt, were the 
© Things, which their Bleſſed Lord , 
= wou'd have communicated to em. 
== But knowing very well, how difficult 
(== Thing it is, to diſengage the Mind, 
Efrom thoſe Notions, which IT had al- 
moſt ſaid, ' were of as early a Date, 
as its own Original, and are daily 
& more deeply rooted, in our very Nature, 
by the ſtrong Prejudices of our Birth, 
ad Education, and eſpecially, when 
zone lobks. upon *cm, as having the 
eAwtul Stamp of a Divine Authority , 
zand by Conſequence, as being too im- 
{portant, and too true, to be calPd in 
© Queſtion, or but flightly regarded ; 
Fknowing, I fay, and conſidering, how 
+ difficult a Thing it is, to convince 
Perſons, under ſuch unhappy Circam- 
= ſtances, and to perſwade *em, that 
= the Ceremonial Law was Loſs, and 
© Dung, in Compariſon of the' True 
& Religion, he prudently waited for a 
KF more convenient Time, and differ'd 
3 bis | Diſcourſe, Pill after his Bloody 
FT Death 
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Death, and triumphant ReſurreRion,' 
And indeed, if he had talk*d ro them, W- 
of Thiags, that exceeded the Bounds, 
of their preſent, agd narrow Capacity, '. 
he might have ſhock'd their Peith 1m _-* 
him, as the SOW of the LIVING GOD, :: 
And-T leave any one to judge, ” 
wherher. this be not the moſt natural 
Sence of the follgwing Words ; I have . 
John XVi. }&z many Things FO ſay anto You, but Je 
V. 12. can's bear *'em now. For there were 
ſeveral Explications to be giy*n of the _ 
Law, with Reſpect to its Spiritual '» 
| Meaning, which ev'n our Saviour's ©! 
Diſcyples at that Time were not duely +? 
diſpos'd to hear, becauſe” they had been 
born, and bred among the Jews, and © 
fince their Religion, conſiſted very 
much of thoſe Things, which were *: 
Types, and Shadows ot the Goſpel-Dif- # 
penſation, Pm incliad- ro fink, that «7 
*tis upon that Account, that our Sa+ 2 
viour makes Uſe of the following Words, 
V. r;. When the Spirit of Truth is come, he will ©” 
guide you wnto all Truth, as if he had 
{aid, he ſhall lead you 1nto the true, 
and full S2nce of thoſe Things, wiz. 
_ Types, and Figures, which you were 
converſanc with , and whereby you 
imagin'd, yqu paid God, the true Wor- 
thip, which was due to him, and_ 
 requir'd by him. | 
And the fore-meation'd Prom ; 
PS ' -* WHIC 
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” Qriger - a againſt Celhus.. 


. Eh gur Saviour made tg his Dif. 
2  ciples, was abundantly. fulflPd' to the 
Apoſtle Peter, when the Spirit of God 
= ſhew'd him in a Viſion, all Sorts of 
$ nimals, Birds, and Four-footed Beaſts, 
= and creeping Things, and faid to him, 
2 Peter, ill, and eat. And 1ndced, 
{jar that Jun&ure of Time, he was ſo 
= fond of his former Religion, that he 
| en this Anſwer, ev*n to the Voice, 
which he heard from Heaven, Voc lo 
| Lord, for I have never eaten any Thing, 
= is common, or «unclean. But at length, 
; "his Underſtaading was enlighten'd, as 
® appears. from the following Words, 
What God has cleans'd call not thou com- 


And *fter that Inſtrutive Viſion, 
8 -the Spiric of Truth, leading Petey in- 
b to all. Truch, acquainted him with 

"71 + rhole Things, which he cowda't bear, 
WE bite our Saviour was preſent with 


- him in the Fleſh. But I ſhall have 


{ þ *Occaſiqn heteafter, to ſpeak of thoſe, 
who adhere, to the literal Sence of 
© the DMeſatck Law. 
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Y Buſineſs at preſfeat-is to ſhew, 
that Ce1/us betrays his wretched 
Ignorance, jn repreteating a Few,  ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to. choſe of, his Na- 


_ the Chriſtian Faith, in the following 

Words, What's the Matter, | my dearly 
beloved Conntry-men, that you have te- 
nouni'd the Law of your Fathers ? 

For how can they be ſaid to. re- 
nounce. the Law of « 4H: Fathers, who 
ſeverely blame. Perſons for got  adhe- 

Gal. iy, \T4Ng+t0 its Tel. me, ſays the Apoſtle, 
V. 21. ye that deſire to'be under the Law, ao ye 
not hear the Law ? For "tis. written, that 
. Abraham had two Sons, and ſo on. t9 
thoſe Words, Which Things are an At- 

tegory, | 

And how can they be faid, to re- 
nounce the Law of their Fathers, who 
are continually making mention of it, 
as if they were proud, of ſhewing the 

- honourable Regard, which che. {till 
8, Gor 5s Pay £0 it, and -argue after the fallow- 
: V. 8. 1ng Manner, Say I theſe Things as 4 

4 Man, 


tive Country, who. were converted to . 
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” or ſays not the Law the ſame alſo? For "tis 
” written in the Law of Moſes, thou ſbalt 
wor muzzle the Month of the Ox, that 
treads out the Corn. Do's God take Caje 
” for Oxen? Or, ſays he it altogether for 
| Our Ow ? For our ſakes, no doubt, this 
a writes. 

And how confusd is 'Celſzz”s Diſ- 
=. courſe, and how do's it want, ev*n. a 
* plauſible Appearance, to recommend it 
to the World, when' he talks after the 
- following Manner. Some of you, fays 
- he, have forſak*'n our Excellent Religion, 
 * under. a Pretence of giving Allegorical, 
and Myſtical Explications of the Law. 
'  » Others' of you are preat Admirers of 4 
| ſpiritual Sence, 4s you are pleasd to term 
' zt, and yet are diligent Obſervers of thoſe 
outward Ceremonies, which make ſo conſi- 
"derable a Part of the Religion nhich we 
embrace. There remain ſome others, who 
adhere to the literal Sence of Scripture, 
thinking, that: Abundance of ſpiritual Mat- 
ter i wrapt np, in the wery Letter of the 
Law, and profeſs, that Jeſus of Naza- 
reth was the Perſon, who was foretold:by 
the Jewiſh Prophets, and at the ſame 
Time, obſerve the Precepts of Moles, and 

the Traditions of their Anceſtors. 
© But' how cou'd it be expeRted, that 
Celſas*s Few', ſhoy'd give us a true, 
* and clear Account. of Matters of this 
| Nature, ſince in the Sequel of his Dil- 
x 2 courlie, 
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14 Origen. againſt Celſm. 
_ courſe, | he meations ſeveral very great, . ., 
and notorious Hereſies. And there were .; 
ſome Jews, who turn'd their Backs, as .. 
he ſays, upon the Creator of the Upi- .. 
verſe, and didn't know, that the bes... 
lieving Jſaelztes did live, in the {tried 
Obſervance of the Law of their Fa-:.. 
thers. ops 6 
, For his Deſign was not, to act the. 
rt of an impartial Enquirer iaco 
Truth , who readily ſubmits ts the... 
Evidence, Which it carries with it, 
but to veat his Malice, aad right,..or -. 
wrong, to make 'a_Vigorous Oppoſi- . 
tion to the Chriſttan Religion, and as 
he vainly thought, to expoſe it to rhe 
higheſt Contempt imaginabl&. | 
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"HE Few continues his Diſcourſe, 

_ *T'was, but Pother Day, fays he, 
thas we"\ſeverely puniſh'd the Perſon, who 
led you aſide, like 4 Company of filly 
Sheep, and by Conſequence, "twas wery 
lately, and on a ſudden, that you renounc'd 
the Lav of your Fathers, © 
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"% * But to this F have already return'd 
F. ſufficienr Anſwer. What he adds, 
I confeſs, carries with it a, much 
Zgreater Force, With what Face, ſays he, 
or Colour of Reaſon, can yor deſpiſe thoſe 
bs Sacred Rites, which not long agoe , you 
held in very great Eſteem, and eſpecially, 
* when the Law of Moſes, is the Foundation, 
op which, the Doftrine of your Jeſus 
| baile, 4s you your ſelves acknowledge ? 
© Thar the Chriſtian Religion, is found- 
| = on the Jewiſh Law, and. Prophets, 
= well as apo Chriſt, and his Apoltles, 
35, what, I readily confeſs. But we. 
/ muſt alſo conſider, that they naturally 
| lead us to rhe Miftery, which was hid 
| from Ages, but is now maae manifeſt, 
| by the Appearance of our Bleſſed Sa- 
 viour. 
And we don't deſpiſe the Law, be- 
"cauſe we have a clearer Revelation ; but 
| inſtead of that, have the greater 'Ve- 
-  neration for it, and endeavour to ſhew, 
What Depths of Divine Wiſdom there 
| are, ev'n in the Lepal Diſpenſation, 
| which the Jews themielves know little, 
| , or nothing of. And why ſhouwd we 
| think it ſtrange, that the Goſpel ſhou'd 
be founded on the Law of Mol oſes, when 
our Saviour ſpeaking to thoſe, that re- 
- fu&'d to believe in him, has the follow- 
ing Words, Had ye bilievd Moles, ye Jobn v:. 
mou 'd V- W_ 
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John.'v. wow'd have beliew'd me, for he wrate of 
SIN 2e ; but if ye. believe not his Writings, 
how ſhall ye belizeve my Words ? And 
the Evangeliſt St. Mark begins his Goſ- 
- * pel thus, The Beginning of the Goſpel of 
Mark i. Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, as tis writ- 
V. 1. ten in the Prophets, Behold, T ſend thy 
Meſſenger before thy Face, which ſhall pre» | 
pare thy Way before thee ; intimating to ' 
us, that the Goſpel is founded on the 
Scriptures of the O/4 Teſtament it elf. 
I can't conceive therefore, what Celſus's 
Jew propoſes to himſelf, whea he ſays, 
If any Perſon has foretold, that the Son 
of God, was to come into the World, he 
was one of our own Prophets, and inſpir'd 
by "that God, in whom we believe, 
And I wow'd fain know , how it 
EL tends, in the leaſt, to the Prejudice of _ 
" the Chriſtian Religion, that John the - 
p Baptiſt, who was the Fore-runner of 
our Saviour, was a Jew. For it dow't 
follow, that becauſe he was fo, there- 
fore all who embrace the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, whether Jews, or Gentiles, muſt 
elite the Letter of the Jewiſh Law. 
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THEN the pretended Jew tells 'tts, 

j That our. Saviour was punifh'd by 

| by own Conntry-men, accoraing 'to the De 

| merit of his-horrid Grimes. But I think; 

{I have ſaid enough already, in Ans 

| ſwer to ſo pityful a Cavil, and therefore, 

{ ſha!n't do-him the Honour, to .imi« 

| tate him, in his frequeat, and needleſs 

Repetitions. - YF: z 

| + Then he laughs at the DodQring 

| of-the ReſurreQion, and of a Future 

| Judgment, at which the Righteous 

| Will be rewarded, and the Wicked 

| puniſh*d/; I fay, he laughs at it, as 

| Ro, in his Opinion, molt highly ridt- 

- culous- Aad he ſays, That the Chriltians | 

| fay nothing, ev'n on theſe important Sub | 

| fects, as they are pleas'd to call "em, bat 
what was ſaid long before ;, 1hagining, * 
that this is an effeQual Argumeat, to 
overthrow the whole SuperſtruQuure of | 
Chriſtianity, ini 
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| Origen againlt Celſis. 
To this T-anſwer, that our Bleſſed 
== - . © Saviour, perceiving how little Confor- 
Ez -. mity there was, between the Lives - 
- of the Fews, and the Do&rines, eva 
of their. own Celebrated Prophets, 
-- thought fit-to teach %*em, by Parabies, 
Mat. 3 that the Kingdom of - God. ſbowd br 
abs from *em,. and giv*n to the Gentiles, 
- And we ſee this Prophecy, moſt 
. evidently, and remarkably ; For $: 


th 


18 


--, the. Age, in»which we live. For the 
_ "preſent Fews, not enjoying” the Benelt 
of, that, ſupernatural Light, which is 
highly -neceſſary, to the right Under- 
ſtanding, of the Scriptures, abound, to . 
their great Shame, with extravagant, 
and innumerable Fancies.: Whereas the 
Chriſtians are happily led, into the 
Spiritual - Knowledge of the Truth, 
_. which. alone is able, at once, to en- 
© lighten, and elevate the Mind, and 
don't live. after the Manner of the 
Jews, as Members, of an Earthly Re- 
-_ publick, but-like worthy, and honov- 


rable ,Citizzens of that Heavenly Feru- | © 
ſalem, of "which - their Pompous Wor. |} 
{hip, and. external Grandeur, is a very ; 
imperte&t Emblem. , 

This is evident, in as much as they | 
penetrate,'4nto the deep Myſteries of i | 
the Law, and are able,” to give a C4 ; 
tional, and intelligible Explication of | 
*em, to any Perſons, who may modeſlt- 
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And ſuppoſe I ſhowd grant, that 
bur Saviour himſelf weat : ſo far, as 
to obſerve the various Ceremoaies , 
| relating to the Jewiſh Sacrifices, this 
FE think, wou'd be no ſolid Argumear, 
| againſt our - believing, that he was 
"the SON of GOD. = 
He is the SON of that 4DO- 
 RABLE MATFESTYT, who gave 
the Law, and from whom the Pro- 
" phets did receive their Commiſſion, 
" and we, who are Chriſtians; and Mem- 
"bers of the True Catholick Church; don't 
wilfully tranſgreſs the Law, but re- 
= ing the Fables of the Jews, employ 
ur Lime, and, Strength, in ſearching 
- Into. the Spiritual, and Myſtical Sence, 
which. we think, the Law, and the 
Prophets do admit.of. For ?ris' plain; 
thar. they themſelyes wowdn't have 
us reſt, 10 the litteral, and moſt ob- 
| yious Sence of the Words, that are 
| made uſe of, in. the important Mefſ- 
| ſages, they delivery trom Time to 
Time, ſince *tis their common Prac- 
| tice, to uſher in their Prophecies, with 
\ me ſuch IntroduQtion as this, 7 will 
\ pew: my Month in 4 Parable: ] will 
 atter dark Sayings of Old ; and when 
they ſpeak of the Commands ofthe Law, 


 Tightly underſtood, without Divine Af- 
 Tance ; they put up this earneſt Peri- 
| $ £i0n 
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as being obſcure, and impoſlible to be 
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:N'D' by the Way, ſince I am 
ſpeaking of the Manner of Ex- 
preſſion; "which the Prophets* us'd, 1 
may ſafely” challenge - any Perſon, to 
inſtance 4n any Words, of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, that. were vain, or eva feem'd 
to have the lealt TinQure” of Pride, 


and Oftentarion: And how can he he 

accuvgd of Haughtinefs, and Arrogance 

who had "abundant Reaſon, to' uſe 

the following Words, Lear of me, for 

T am meek, ana lowly of  Heayt, and ye 

a> *. hall find Reſt to your Souls ? _ 

2” He, I fay, who after he had ſuppd Þ - 

with his Diſciples, laid aſide his Gar- ÞÞ 
ments, and took a "Towel, and girded 
himſelf, and pour'd Water into a Ba- 

ſon, and  walſl'd their Feet, and' r& ÞÞ 

prov*'d one of the” Company, who I © 

wou'dn't ſuffer him to 'do it, and faid, 

John Mii, Jf 1 waſh ' thee | not,” thog' haſt no Part 

V-'5. with me. He who ſaid to his ri 

mn '- ples; 
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F*: wa Ph an among Jon, 4s he has "[erves-; ct *Xx1 
To proceed, let any one Thew, if he "#7 
_ that our Saviour did ever ad- 

= Vance. any ſingle Poſition, that _ was 

— falſe, and let him explain the Nature 

Et a great, or ſmall Untruth, if his 
mai rompts him, to, prgve him 

a notorious ww tho? to ſpeak proper- 

Ly, I think, there are no Degrees of 

275 alſe-hood, 'and 9a the contrary, any 
true Propoſition is'as much. a Truth, 

as the moſt important Article of the 
Chriſtian Faith, - But , why ſhou'd T 

[2 alk as I do? Tit any Tot and par- 

| ticularly, the pretended Jew, whom 

;  Celſus perſonates, make” it appear t9 

| the World, by ſolid Reaſon, it he can, 

that our Bleſſed Saviour / as ever 

| uilcy. of the leaſt Impiety. ” 

' I Was it a Crime, to aboliſh the 


i 


of onial Diſtin&tion of Meats, and the 
carnal Obſervance df" Feaſts, New- 
| Moons, and Sabbaths, that his ſincere 
| Followers might have their Minds 
gradually rais'd, to the ſpiritual, and 
full Sence of the Law, which alone 
is wotthy of the Infinite Potity, and 
great Deſign” of the Supream Majefty, 
| who gave it, tho” *tisn't in the lealf 
[pongruots, that a Miniſter, and eyn_ - 
an Apoſtle, ſhou'd ftill be a Jew to 
the Jews, that he might gain the Jews 
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| being under the Law, 4s it were, $0 gain 
them who Were under the Law?” 
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| T HE Jew adds, that Abundaxce Pp 
Perſons, beſides our > age of pep led 
uch aſide, as La uffer themſelves to 
WF: j fern and 4 Go fond of Dex 
A laſion. 
I T' anfwer, let him inſtance: in any 
one Perſon, 'if he can, who ever gave 
{ſuch uſeful Precepts to the World, 
as our Bleſſed Javiour has left upon 
Recard, and taught *em a Dodtrine, 
which had as great a Virtue, to reform 
| the Manners of Men, as that which 
accompany?d the ſucceſsful Preaching 
of the Goſpel. 
_ Then 4 ſays, the Chriſtians find 
» Fault with the Jews, for not 6 tern 
that Chriſt was Goa, FA | 
bk. But this I have already anſwerd, 
..-..- and ſhew'd,. in what ReſpeQs, we 
| | own our Saviour to: be GOD, and in 
what Sence , ve believe he Was a 
| Re 68, Fit hi (Se ox tr 
RE : | 'Enar, 
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Cuare, VIII. 
E L SUS Few adds the following 
0 1 Words, How can any one imagites 
' that we, who all along declar'd to the World, 
| that God wow'd ſend a4 Perſon, to puniſh 
' "the dtſobedient, and rebellious, [nou'd treat 
him ſo baſely, when he came, in Compliance 
| with the Will of God, and.to accompliſh 
fuch great Deſiges, But *tis hardly worth 
| my while, to return an Anſwer, to 
Þ ridicvlous a Queſtioa. | 
| © *For *tis juſt-as if 2 Perſon ſhow'd 
| fay, how . is it poſſible, thar I, who - 
always preach'd up the DoFtrine- , of 
_ Temperance, ſhou'd be guilty of De-. 
*bauchery, or, that T, who in Dit- 
, courſe, did always yindicate the n+ ' 
*jur'd Rights of Juſtice , ſhou'd ever 
be guilty, of violating its Sacred Rules ? 
"And as nothing is more 'common, 
than for. Perſons to talk, in the Praiſe 
\ 'of Virtue, and yet be openly guilty, 
' of the moſt ſcandalous Vices: So the 
| Jews, who make the Prophetick Oracles 
| "the Matter of their continual Boaſt, 
FF #&o yer ſhut their Eyes, - againſt the 
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- . © +», @lorious Light, of thoſe Scripture. 
. Prophecies, which are_ evidently _ac- 
A --- _-compliſh'd, in the Perſon of our Bleſ. 
£8 . .= fed Saviour. : And if I may aſcribe 
b- cheir Blindneſs,; to ſome other, Cauſe, 
-.._ beſides the wretched Degeneracy of 
_ Humane: Nature, which. they plainly 
" difcover'd,,. I: may fafely.- fay, that 
-- was direaHly  foretold, -: bug very 

_- Prophets they ſo much . admure. - - 
* For Tſazah ſays expreſly, Hear ye in- 
a8 - fred but underitand net, and Jee ye indeed, 
Y += bat perceive not, make the Heart of this 
Bs - - People far, Now let any Perſon ac- 


quaint me, what it is, - that the Pro- 
-phet intends, 'by theſe, and the like 


xpreſhons. ?Tis plain, they ſaw our 
- Saviour, but wiltully ſhut” their Eyes, 
Again the piercing Rays. of the SUN 
of RIGHTEOUSNESS, and heard him 
- diſcourſe to %em, . but  cowdnt com- 
.prehead, that his humane”Nature was 
_ the living Temple of the Deity, which 
was going to forſake' their Nation, 
- and to_ engage all its -1nfinite Per- 
_feftions, jn_the behalf of the believing 


CxentiHesc- oo : 
-_: And *tis Matter of Fat, and a iſ. 
wt fl hing very Remarkable, that ſince the 
E..*---, Tncarnationof our Bleſſed Saviour, the 
&—* _-* Fews have been left by God, and that 
© the Baalty, agd Glory of their Re 
es ligiog, 15, in a Manner, entirely de- 
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- They have neither Prophets, nor Mi- 
racles, td atteſt the Truth of their Re- 
gion, whereas the Chriſtians, ev*n at- 
this Diftance of Time, have a Power 
of working Miracles, conferr'd upon 
2m, fome of which care not infe- 
riour to thoſe, which were wrought, 
when our Saviour was' oh * Earth. 


2 Cnare. IX. 


A 


C1 4 


'f HE N Gelſzs's Few breaks out into 

A the following Expreſſion, How cax 

any one imapine, that we ſhou'd treat a Per- 

ſon ſo ill, that was foretold by our own 

Prophets, unleſs we had a Mind to enhance 

_ our Crime, and ſo to aggravate our moſt 
aeferved Paniſhment ? 


F:- To this, I anſwer, that at the fiml 
Judgment ( which is one of the Ar- 
| © ticles of the Chriftizn Faith ) the Jews 
| - will/be puniflyd, in a more dreadful 


"| Manner, than the reit gf the World, 
Þ "oF. >  ERs: | © he 


[284 ng [the Mein, 
which was a. horrid Crime, t. alſo 
for their barbarons,. and OE un» 
accountable Carriage, towards _ the 
Prince of Peace. | 

Nay, ev*n. .at- this Day,” (ﬆ. re- 
markably do's the Vengeance of God 
purſte *em ! ) they are the, -moſt mi- 
ſerable People, upon the Face of the 
whole habitable World. For what 
Nation is there, beſides that of the 
Jews, that is baniſh?d, from. their Me- + 
tropolis, and deny'd the Liberty, of - 
ſeryitis God, according to the Reli- 
\ gion of their Fathers, and Anceſtors, 
1a their Native Soil ? 'Theſe are {ome 
of thoſe grievous Calamities, to which, 
their own Crimes expos'd *em (For 
no Hiſtory can parallel their Villanies ) 
and eſpecially thoſe horrid Barbarities, 
which they exercisd, towards our Bleſ- 
fed Saviour, who came into the World, 


to fave 'm, from Sin, and Hell. 
OS IS OT 


Caap. 


X. 


""HE Yew adds, How cou*d we look 
'  wpon him as GOD, who: on the 
' ave Hand, did none of thoſe Mighty Things, 
_ which he pretended fo effect, and or the 0+ 
” ther, was convitted, ana condemyd to 4 
; 7 ons Puniſhment, was ford to abſcond, 
4 i» that he might a0t be taken, ranhins, ite 
8 Vagabond, from Place to Place,. and 
yet Was at laſk apprehended, and«* bes, 
tray'd, ev'n by one of his mo## eminent | of. þ.96 
Followers , who of all Perſons in the ' 
- World, one word think, might have had 
| the Grace, to eſpouſe bis Maſter's Catlfe ? 
Was it in the leaſt ſuitable to the Majeſty, 
. and Wiſdom of 4 GOD, to flee, like 4 
"guilty Wretch, and to faſter himſelf to be] 
apprehended, and forſak*n by his intimate 
' Friends, who efteewd him their Lord, and 
Saviour, THE SON OF GOD, AND 
THE TRUE MESSIAH ? 
To this I anfwer, that we are not 
ſo ignorant, as to call THE BODY of. 
our Bleſſed Saviour, which was material, 
and ſenſible, . by the VENERABLE 
ns of OT Nay \ we we ne 
wo 
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bute ſo much as this, evn to the _ 


and ſpotleſs .Soul of FESUS, wi 
reipect to which, he uſes the follow- 
ing Words, My Soul is exceeding ſorrow- 


Mat-xzvifzl, ev'n unto Death. Whefi we meet 

*3*with ſuch Words as theſe, in the Wri- - 
Jer. xxxil tings of the Prophets, Behold I am the 
* V. 27. Lord, the God of all Fleſh : Or, ;Fhoſe 
A Words, Before Te there was W7, God 
V. 10. form'd, neither ſhaltthere be after_ me , 


the Jews acknowledge, that *tis: the 


great God himſelf.thae ſpeaks, but. he 


makes. Uſe of, the Prophets, as -Inſfru- 
meats, . to communicate, his Wall. to 


[ can the numerous Sands with Eaſe recount, 
Fathom the Sea, and underſtand a Mute. 


* After the ſame Manner, we ſay, that 


it was' GOD, the ETERNAL, WORD, 
the SON of the EVER-BLESSED 
GOD, that..made Ule of the humane 


Nature of the HOLY- FESUS, -as a 
proper Inſftrumeat, when he ſpoke the 


tollowing-Words, 1 am the Way, the 
Truth, 'aud the Life: I am the Door, 1 
am the Living Bread, that came- down 
row Heaven. And I might inſtance 


in. many other, Expreſſions to the ſame. 
A . We 


; Mea, and the Greeks confeſs, that *tis 
2 God, that ſpeaks the following Words, 
. by the Mouth of the Py:hian Priefteſs, - 
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FF 1 think not unjuſtly, for not acknow- 
' ledging onr Saviour to be God, of 
whom the Prophets' do ſo trequently 
produce their concurring Teſtimony, 
that he is the POWER of the 
» ETERNAL FATHER. 
--. -- ?Twas to him the Command of God 
was directed, which we read of, in the 
' Account that Moſes gives us,of theCrea- 
- [tion of the World,” Let there ;be' Light, Gen. 7- 
bet there be a Firmament, andthe like. *** 
 ?Twas' to himhe faid, Let. ws make bid. V.6. 
Man, in oar Image, after our Likeneſs. >d. 26. 
And the ETERNAL WOR#D. did 
eyery Thing, according to the ' Com- 
'mand of God. j 
And this is'not a ConjeQture, form'd 
-1n our own Fancies, but we build our 
Faith, in this important Aﬀair, on the : 
concurring Teſtimony, of ' thoſe very . 7 | 
Prophets, who are readily own'd, .and 
extreamly admir'd by the Jews them- 
Telyes. For we- are told exprelly, He 
commanded, and they were created, Now, 
what created Being, how noble ſaever, 
cou'd' execute the Command” of the 
.ETERNAL FATHER, with' ReſpeCt 
to the Creatioa of the; World, who 
but he, who was the ' ETERNAL and 
LIVING WORD? © e ONITT'OY 


CHAP; 


3 hs IS + 3 L - + 7 & + , . 
. - 
. y F * , C +4 4% wt ” ; - £ 
x Oo 
: : f ” » Md = 
I F aa; E, 
” 5 G i o a 
[nd _- ww _ 4 : 
» v . % 
| - Fry Y P. 
x p YI = 4 . 
. I b, 
. * s _ ». A. *s 4 a4 A. 
- - - . e 
F| 
Fi *% TO : 
. * 4% : R ” | £ ah a Z of 
y F ee I " 
- - - ” ; *\ Fr ” 3 4 F : a . 
. - wy - a . La» £ Pf —S 4 / # | 


Y ESIDES tis plairi,from ſeveral Paſ- 
| Þ ſages inthe Goſpels that he, who 
xe: thoſe. Words, .by the Mouth of 
the. Bleſſed. Jeſus, I am. the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life; was not circuim- 
ſcrib'd,: within the narrow Limits of 
his Humane: Nature: .- 
John the Baptiſt foretelling, that in 
A ſhort Time, the Son-of GOD ſhou'd 
make his Appearance..in the. World , 
8 ſpeaks of him, as a. Perſon, that* was 
| Jon. 1- Omnipreſent. There ſtands one amor 
=. V-25:27y08, ſays he, whom ye know not, he 
% is, who, coming after me, is before me, 
Now-1s it. probable, or ev'n poſſible, 
he ſhowd. apply theſe Words, to out 
Saviour's Body, or -his Humane Soul? 
And our-Blefled Lord Hhimſel;; raiſing 
the Minds of his Diſciples, to more 
ſublime Thoughts. of. the SON of 


» 


'GOD,: makes uſe of the fallowing Ex- 
Ma. xyiiipretfion o Where two or three are £45 
V: 20.ther*d together in my Name, there am 

| TI in the midſt of *em.. 
There's another Promiſe, that | 3s 
; much 


much" of the ſame Import, 'which he 
makes to'his Diſciples; Lo! I am with Mat. 28. 
= you alwitys, con to' the End of the Worldj* V: 
I hope, the Reader will ' not miſunder-- 
_ fland” me, as if I faid any Thing , 


Joe —againit T elfons. JT 


_ that might in the leaſt interfere, with! 


Magick. 


an Ss BESS A x : %u RY ». RS 
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that "tatimate, and ' glorious Union, 


| that there is, between the Humanity 
': of the incarnate Jeſus, and the Mifte- | 
> rjous Perſon of the 'ETER NAE 
 WORD.- 00 2753"! Mt Ih 


/ ” 


| © For if. St. Paul teaches us, that*He , Gor. 6, 
| that # Jojy'd to the Lord is one Spirit, NV. 17: 


certainly they that underſtand this 


'Doarine, will readily allow, thar there 
- 15 a cloſex, and more Divine Union, be- 
tween the WORD, and its afſum'd'Hu- 
- manity. And our Blefſe4 Saviour did a- 


bundantly diſcover, that he was nolefs_ 


- than the Power of God, by the' fre» 


quent, and unconteſted Miracles, which 
he wrought, ev'n in the Preſence of. 
the Jews, tho* they profeſs'd, to eater- 
tain a moſt unaccountable Notion, ( I 
can't imagine, for my Part, that it 
ſhou'd ever enter into any Man's Mind) 
that he caſt out Devils, by Beelzebub 


- the Prince of the Devils, and Celſus, we - 


know, aſcribes *em to the Power of. 


Bur our Saviour abundantly con- 
futed this Abſurd Conceit, by ſhew- 


| ing, that the Kingdom of Satan was 


going 
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32 Origen againſt 
going to: ſuffer a. moſt violent, Shock, 
as. evidently appears to them, who 
read the Goſpels with- any tolerable 
Share of Judgment.  . CERN. 
Let Celſzs ſhew, if he can, wherein 
our Saviour faiPd.in his great. Deſign, 
to. deſtroy , the Works ot the Devil,, 
and bring conviacing Proofs of the 
Truth, or ev*'a Probability of what he 
offers. But this, Pm apt to;think, is 
what he will ſcarce be able to perform, 
ſince. the ObjeCtions,' that he: raiſes a- 
gainſt, us, are founded, for the moſt 
Part, on ſome Matters of Fat, which 
are, grolly miſunderſtood by him, or 
, ſome _Paſſages in . the Goſpels, -which 
are.:ſbametully apply , .or ſome 
fabulous Accounts, which are owing 
to. the unhappy, : but fruitful: .Inven- 
tion of the Jews. . - Q | 
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TJ.UT becauſe Celf 15'S ow. affirms, 
4 | I. that he was. convicted, @nd, CON», 
| d&mn'd, after a'Legal Procels, L de- | 
| fre to. know, Low this can, be proy'd | 
| to be true, when tis plain, beygnd all, -\ 
| Contraditi on, that his: Enemies: wers © 

yery- zealous, in ſuborning falſe Wits 
. 7M againſt him. Perhaps they.weu'd |. 
Þ # make us believe, that our Savicur » 
was convicted, . becauſe his. Acculcrs 
| took great Advantage acainit- him, by 
\ that noocent, ant Juſt: "Expreſſion, of 

1s, 1 amavte to deſtroy the Terms of Mit.xxv 
Got, and, to build it in. thre "Derg. V. 8. 
| Tis true indeed,. he ſpoke sf Words, 
of .the Temple of; his Body, bur they, 
not knowing . his: Delign,. imeginych 
that they | had a Reference: to wt 
| Material ans Pompous Temple, tor wh: cf 
they - plainly dilcover'd. a tar. greater 
2g PHE9O than for_ that G/oriows, -a#9 
WW; Tem +, whereio the ETER- 
NG 'WORD., the TRUTH, \and 
& #8) ME of GOD did F erlouak }, tho" 
-Myit er.oully, reſide. . dT 
'R "But 
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But fince Celſus"s Jew infults over |} 
us, becauſe our Saviour was taken, 1 |. 
ſider'd, that it wasn't done, without F | 
| his own Conſent. | 

For when his Time was come, he | * 


ſurrend'red himfelt, as an eaſie Prey, in- 

x\| tothe Hands of his barbarous Enemies 
and abundantly made good rhe Cha 
racer, which is giv*a him, in the Holy 
Scripture, and particularly in the fol- 
lowing Words, Behold 'the Lamb of 
Jon © God, who" takes away the Sins of the 
' "World: This is no more than whit 
the Evangelift tells us, Feſws therefort 
Joh, xviii kzowing, lays he, all Things, that ſhoult 
V: 4:%© come upon him, went forth, and ſaid unto 
*em, whom ſeek ye? They anſwer*d him, 
Jeſus of Nazareth. ' Jeſus ſays unto "a 
1 am he, And Judas br which betraſh. 

' him, ſtood with *em. As ſoon then as it 
had ſaid anto *em, I am he, they ont i” 
backward,' and: fell to the Ground. Th fl, 
a5k*'d he them again, Whom ſeek ye ? And 

- they ſaid Jeſus of Nazareth, * eſas m- |; 
fſwer'd, "T1 have told you that I] am be 

If” therefore ye ſeek me, let theſe go their. 
"Way. ' And when one of his Difciples 
Rood by, and ſmote the Ear of the BW; 
High-FPrieſt's Servant, he faid, Pat «y I, 
thy Sword into its place.” For al! the) tg 
that take the Sword fhatl periſh by thi fr 
Sword, Thinkeſt thou, that [ cannot non 
| | re | pray 


z : i pe. me more than twelve Leg 
"gels. Bur how then fb 
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irge the Chriſtians ) that ſo they 
might vent their implacable Malice, - 
againſt all choſe, who profeſs to be the 
| followers of the Blefſed Feſas, and ro 
I believe, that thoſe Things /are | moſt 
 eftainly true, which are related. by 
| Terlons, - whoſe Integrity do's abun» 
 datly appear, from the Conſideration 
| the dreadtul Calamities, to which 
"ty knew their Religion did ſo ma- 
weltly expoſe *cm ? | 
_ BF For we can't conceive, that the Fol- 
» W bowers of our Bleſſed Szviour ſhou'd 
embrace the moſt thameful, and pair- 
4 Death, with undaunted Courage, 
adheroick Conſtancy, had they been 
Wicandalous Inventers of the Hiſtory, 
wich they tranſmitred to Poſterity , 


; 
*& on the contrary, we mult eſteem 
j 

) 

} 

| 


þ 


ro be Perſons, who were fully pei- 
 Wiaded, in their own Minds, . of the 
Firth, and Importance, of what they 
pamh'd co -the World ; fiace they 
"' a knew 
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CE knew, rs rem G Pxget Znce, 
that\\-Scorn\," "2a Injaniy-- were 'vhe 
ſhockmg Attendams, wand »Perſecution 
and: Death almolt che-nacural, and Nay 
voidable' Conſequence of. the 'glorioum 
Profeſſion, which | they” made of ts 
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HAT the "dah ew Fl 
v-&farther,: v2, That our Saviour. 
þ 31] 1424 betray'4 by his own Uiſciples ,- he. 
als might:leatn from the-Evangehitts, 21 
\t this: little” Ditterence , that whettss 
they: acquaint us, that he'was betraf 

by Judas, he chooſes to ſpeak in the 

Hog! Number, that: his ObjeRion 
ſeem to have the. greater pore 

bak has the Cunoſity,, I will nd 

lay tne Conſcience, 'to enquire : arrows 

ly, 40 the Account, which we have 

of 'Fud;zs, whoie Heart was miſerably” 
divided, berween his Maſter, and his 

Ludt; and Eovern'd' at once by extre- 
Vagaine aud ve; ry Offerenc Paſſions. 

For rac. Z5; FAIH OUS 17 4ttor TAY 'C a S: pit" 

£0; 5 Perions that came to 08 
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F I. Th 
[Seadihims: 1 holiforver-1 ſhalt: 4 iſs tht —_ Ig 
Man? ihe, 91d hits 'faſts 22!So that/%ir 
of ems,' -he retain fomething! ofithe 
© -whick formerly> he paiddiis 
'þ "tpn fince ortier@1ſe: he won dithave 
| thecray?d-bim iopettfprandiwichioartiar 
[- {ja Es Ceremony, and 0 "horrid 
| ny | emmity. 8174; - Hm on £ 
| as We have. Reaſon nhenifoiv: 10/be- 
 diafe, (that our (Saviour's molt excel- 
dete,. and; awakening” Diſconifesc hdd 
ade come fmt. Imprefſiy n, evia'up- 
| mich Mind-of-one;' who was fohon- 
oct quntably {way 'd'by a coretong Dit- 
wfition,; | that chehad- the: 'Impudeince 
' F&betraychis Lord;jand woutdmot op, 
ll he- hat ſhamefolly - leared the 
| naſt;vullanous::Defign,] for the Acoouk- 
| phſhinent of which," all chip] Þevits'f 
| tell: did (over Jend: their! Aififtance. 
' Therefore: the Evangeliſt telis us; that 
 Jiidas: when be Jaw' he 'was " tbydeMnd, Matxxwi 
| Whented, bimfelf, | and broaght oF it ta le Ve 3n 
= LA \Pieces of) S{wer , 
Pricfhs: und Elders, faying I have hoe 
4 have betray'd the H1n06en? Blood. 
Wit this ſaid, What's that | 1051s *, "She 
 thogtoothat, and he'caſt down tht" Piecks 
 afoSilwer 12 thi Temples and" Woh art, 
ad went, ava hang'd' himpelfo it: 50 
© Now: if: Judas,:: whoſe Cuftonri wwe 
\ may ſuppoſe it was, to apply to his 


nee fJ*e, the Money that was col- 
| 4 lected 


o.hnSranheg nn Þ as to: retu 
_ thirty Pieces of Silver, to — ary 
and Elders; I.think,' we” 
nally es that the / Pa ro 


oy fr 


7 th 


= _ Nor he 


omheſe Feſus. 
Wards, T bave finn'd in that I hav 
betray'd the intiocent Blodd, are 'a_- plain, 


and: open Acknowledgmens of his- hor; 
rid Crime, and you may partly.udge, 
what a hvely Senſe he had, of che great 
titude, that a 
in whasſha he had fo lately don 
ife it ſelf was:grown a Burthe 
im, he felt an azaſual Horror of Gon 


accuſe, and condema himſelf. 

_ ©,We have here likewiſe - a remark. 

ble, .and ſtanding Inftance, of the 

Fro8ion Pray , which our Saviour In 
. "2 


-wFors the vileſt Wretth, 

breath'd in the common 
Air, chat” tho? he added the Worf of 
Treafons, to his Cheating the - Poor; 
yet. fome Sparks*of Ingenuity were 
_ remaining, in a Perſon, who was little 
botrer tha! a Devit' inan rHumang Form. 


fun 


ſcience, 'and was forc'd to ara, 


| Jnder 


« againſt Celſu. 3” h 


44 *tis poſſible, after all I have 
| lp 4 "that Celſus? - Tew may give. 'no - REO 
| | Cre to the Account, which we have Rv 

\ 1n the Goſpels, of the Treachery, of. 
as, and will "hearken to - that art 
alone, that acquaints us, that one 

-of our Saviour's Diſciples did berray 
him, and will take the Liberty, to fa iy 
"im re than the Holy rr do's 
affirm, viz.. That he commirted ak 

"horrid Crime, with the full Bent of 
His Will, and withour the leaft Re- 
morſe. 

”" Burt *cis very unreaſonable, that a 
 B Perfon ſhou'd believe, or disbelieve 
"the Scripture-Hiſtory, as he is led alide, 
'Þy the unhappy Bias of . his deprav'd 


ea ir on ina Et dee Wn. a, THE 


” And our Adverſaries. themſelves, 
tt they have any Shame in am,” muſt, 
Think, in ſome Meaſure, be affe&ed 
tf they will but read the Hundred and 
Ninth Palm, which direQly, and en-| 
[2 tirely relates to Judas, It begins after 
the following Manner, Fold ” z0t thy pry. cis. 
| "Peace, O God of my Praiſe. For the Mouth, V. :. 
= the Wicked, and the Mouth of the De- 
"eeitful are open'd & ainſt me. ' | 
-* ?Tis propheſy'd there, that ole 
' ſhou'd be degraded from the 4 = 
| he Hee Frans on the Account 0 
' Torrid Crime he ſhou'd commit, Ev 
- that agother ſhou'd ſupply his Place, 


PR. 4 which 


ee as of 


Þetray'd, by. on vho 
was ;- if it had been. poſſible , more 


i. is prfrnc0h to us in the fol 
OYing, Words,. Let another. take bis 
F:OA ce. bs 
And ſup oling r Saviour had beeh. 

4 Et Diſciples, who 


wickedly diſpos'd thag le, and his 
por Iweet, and heavy” oly In- 
Bens hadn't. made- the lealt "M 
cret., Impreſhon upgn | his harden'd 

ind, gw wou'd. this in the leaſt 
Met on the Holy "Religion, which 
he Bleſſed Jeſus, igeroduc'd 1ato the 


| Worlds EX 


What relates to his being appre 
ended. by his Enemies, has, been al- 
Tidy LOPgor d; and' I haye ſhew' 
I; thade a. willing Surrender 0 
EE 430t0 the Hangs of thoſe Bloog- 
Tay Wretches,. « £& Ter us 'a Bright 
Io 'off Submiffon_ to the Will of 
God, þ ns darkeſt Diſoeaſa tions of 
His Bf. oy haly Providence. . 
at .tbe” Jew As, I confeſs, do's 
ſega to me to; be., very. childiſh, and 
ridiculous, A” good General , lays. $ 


who commands a NWImer Os, py well-di 


ciplin'd. Army, was meyer knownyto be 
betray'd by  hys Solaters. Nay, the Ring- + 
leader + 6 Company of Hgh-way-IMen, 
thi? the mereſt Rogue in Natare, -and * 
tho? bes Foll «OVvers be - the moſt capt enpri 
be, and exrſea & Ou] four ever was IM 

7 CEO oat 7; the 
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 aga1lt Calf. 
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the Warld ; yet neeau't fear being betnay'd, 


Juwce, they eſteem, him the "fitre#t Perſon 
for the Adecompliſbment of their\bafe ie 
figns.., But 4s for our; Prexendeds.Sp - 
.viour, he was betray d. hy his' own” Dul- 
.ciples,. 207 having, {o. great an Intereſt-Jy 
exp, 45 ,4.go0d OCtaeral, in, his Sptaiers, 
or, the Ring-Leader of s Company. of High- 
way-Men in his wile Accomplices, | (1111 

.Pn the} contrary',,, many Infanczs 
might- be _ produg'd from. Hritopys,.of 
Famous Generals., . and Bog: Hieapges 
of High-way-Men, betray'd by.,cthok, 


who, were under.their. Command,.ewn - 


afrer they, had. receiy*d from, *emz:all 
the Aſſurances. of. their -inviolahle,Fi- 


delity,. which they:,cou'd reaſonably 


deiire. +31 bot: 536M 0 
But, uppole ?rwere otherwiſe, Tap- 

eal 19, common.., Sence , - whether. jt 
cow'd be.datten'd, oa. oyr. Blefſed Sevs- 
"0wr,.95 #.zuit..Reproach, .thar he;iwas 
ſhametully betray'd;;by one, who was 
engag'd, by all ul 
Pury,, and . Gratitude, tq be.evored 
*to | his; Jervice, .. who..certainly 4, 4f.he 
.hadn's > been poſefs'a. by , the, Dew!” 
cou'd. .never. have forga'd 10, cyr{ed-a 
Defgn,. much Jets have ever,*Þroughr 
it,..to fo diſhongurable - an; Exect- 


t9n.2 
tc | 


as; Sacred. Ties of 


--no" bet better chan 
""Chimern' 2 and vain 


ak him, whether Plato's Philo- 
eps any' of its native Sublimity, 
all his were falſe, the'very 
did oppoſe him; or . 
Gl ta hs pain © 7+ 
Rk at ea tf ot a 
a whether 4; otle, as Learned 
as he was, didnt diſcove too 'much 
of CIS and Mo, Of by . 
'  Chryſoppu ſeveral Places in 
is Writings > dos Hs word the C 


a, 


many Years, in che. School of Cleen- 
- : Whereas s hadwt (conti- 
_— qu'd three Years with our Bleſſed S«- 
wiour, when he ſo ſhamefully betray'd 


+. 
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=. dif 'we read (the Lives of the | 
Philoſophers, we ſhall meet with-4re- 
- quent Inſtances, that, in forne Re- 
| beds, reſemble. the Horrid Treachery 
of Judas. ; 
| e ſhall:find, that the Tp agorean q 
_ built Tombs, for ſuch Perſons as left _ 
. the Study of Philoſophy, and betook 
_themſelves to a. different , . and-- leſs- 


4 


vſeful Courſe of Life. o 

_ , But I ſuppoſe no Perſon, will be ſo 
weak, as to take Occaſion from heace, 
to refle& on the- Doarine of Pyche- 
goras,. or the ſolid Arguments which 
his Followers, us'd in its Defence.” 
” The Jew adds, that Having many ( PF 9 
Things to ſay, with reſpect to our Savis 
'our, which are far from being fairly re- 


P* ſented . by his ZI be choſe to paſs 


em over 11 4 profound Silente- _ 
But I ask, what Truths are theſe, 
that are miſiaterprered by the Evan» 
geliſts, and which he forbears to men- 
tion ? Muſt not this. paſs for. a Rheto- 
Tical Flouriſh, ta. make us believe, he 
was furniſh'd fo" yy" FO of 
Argumeats, avainft our Bleſſed Saviour, 
Ee molt. if nor. all, that. he cou'd. 
poſſibly fay, if it-was true, and mate- 
rial, was rv th on co Oy 
Golpels, which ſometimes he ſo my 
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Cura XIV. 


HEN Cell” finds Fault "th 

our Saviour's -Dilciples, for.fay- 

> That 'be forekpen, : and foretg 5 all 

rhe remarkable Thiper that ever hippeird 


to bim,_ _ 
EE | But, we doubt” not 1n the leaſt, bar 
"Mi we can eafily” prove, by .an Epymnc- 


ration of. Particulats, . (let C elſus tay 
what he pleaſes to the CNY thar 
. our” Savioar foretold; ſeveral Things, 
that” ſhou'd. befa}l his Diſciples, ſome 
conſiderable. Time. before they. came 
to pals... 
hat' a. wonderful Inſtance of this 
Mar. x. is that, which St. . Mathew gives, 7; 
V+ 18: hall be brought before. has hs 3! 4nd 
Kings for. my ſake, for 4 Teſtimany 4 
gain them, and. the. FelMeahik I might 
quote. matly other * Places; where” 
Saviour do's exprelly, feperell Tet Sr 
,yous. Perſecytions,. ;thar 5h be: fre 
r00 common Lot of Cbritans,. IE; 
Now what Religion 15 there, ig, [the 
whole habitable World, that” wants 
the Advantage of a Lb OLERATION, 
EXCEPT 


Origen againſt Celſus, 
- except that which our Saviear intro- 
duc'd ? So-:that there's no Groun&;For 
that” fooliſh Plea, which our Enemies 
make” Uſe of, that: he ſaw, what*bad 
Entereainmentr, falſe,” and 'corrupt' No 
tions wow'd naturally meet with 4 the 
World ; and 'therefore, to raiſe his Re- 
putation, and promote his 'Tntereft, 
did only foretell thoſe Things, which 
any Child might have known wow'd 
betall him- WG 
Bur- if Perſons wow'd  unavoidably 
be brought before” Governors, and 
Kings, for holding falſe, and wicked 
Notions, one +wou'd think ' that the 
Fyreareans , who disbelieve an” over- 
ruling Povidence, -ſhowd be broughr 
before *em, as ſoon as any Perſons in 
the World, or the Periparetitks, who 
think, that the Prayers, which 'are-put 
up, 2nd the Sacritices, which are of- 
ted to the Goas, are wholly infigni-? 
ficant, and /itrle Arts unworthy - to d 
practic'd by thoſe, who pretend to the 
Sence, and Learning of Philoſophers: 
_ © \But perhaps our Enemies may objeR, | 


45. 


That the Samarzitares are periecuted or 
the Account of their Religion,”- © - 
- To'this T- anſwer, that they are 
condemmn'd to: ' dye; for circumciling 
themſelves, in dire& Oppoſicion to 
the Law, which - permits none” bur 
Jews, to obſerve this celebrated; and 
hw ©. Anctent 


Wa, 


Mat. x 


. 
x - 
g - 
* 
| » 


V.-22.93. 


ofa againſt c elf. 
Ancient Rite. \ And we don't find, 
that the Judge leaves it to their 
| Choice, whaiec they will obſtinately 

, and dye, or renounce their Re. 
gion, and ſo be. publickly acquitted, 
bur it they are found to be circum- 

cis'd, immediately they muft ſuffer 
Death. 

The Chriſtians are the only Perſons | 
in the World, who, tho? they are perſe- 
cured, according to our Saviour's Predi- 
Ron, Te ſhall be brought before Governors, 

ings for my ſake, are entreated, to 
4p laft Breath they draw, to renounce 
the ChrifianReligianand ſacrifice to Idols, 
and o to put themſelves direQly into'a 
fafe, and happy Condition, with reſpe& 
eo their outward Circumſtances. 

See therefore, with whar Authority 
our Bleſſed Saviour ſpoke the follow- 
5 


Words, Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me, 
ore Men, him will I con onfeſs, before my 

ather, which is in Heav'n, bat whoſo- 
ever ſhall deny me before Men, him will 
T alſo demy, before my Father, which i in 
Heav's. 

Take Notice, that this was ſpoken 
by him, a conſiderable Time before the 
Thing, that he ſpeaks of, was true ia 
Fact. Perhaps ſuch a Thought as this, 

may be ready to dart into. your Mind, 
that he builds Caſtles in the Air, and 
what he prophelies don't look at all, - 


" againſt Cel Is.” 


' if the, Event wou'd | be anſwerable. 
But if you can exerciſe a little Pati» 
ence, you'll ſay thus. to your ſelves, 
if our Bleſſed Savioar did readily fore-' 
|. rell, that Governours, and Kings, Fnowh. 


| uſe "their utmoſt Endeavours, to extir- 
of pare £* Rr. gion, he introduc'd into the 


orld, and if the Event has fully an- 


ſwerd his PrediCtion, certainly we have 
all imaginable Reaſon to GEE that 
he Wat ſuch a Power from God, as 
| was ence; to make his Dodrine 
| obtain, ſo Univerſally as it did, and 
that he knew very well, that all the 
Difficulties, that lay in the Way to 
its Reception, ſhou'd be happily, 
and eaſily ſurmounted, by the help of 


' Miracles. And who, without a Tranſport 


- of Holy Admiration, can ſet our Sa- 
wich, Feſary oY, Eyes, Su ar wary 
at the Go the dom 
be ed 3 in 4 Ae W orld, for « Wit- 
xe[s unto all Nations ; and ſee the Pre- 
dition in due Time fulfll'd, the Gol. 
_pel being preach'd to the Greeks, and 
( CES: to the Learned, and Un- 
learned, and the whole habitable 
World 'bein g brought, as it were, un- 
der its honourable, and happy Yoak? 
Belidgs let rhe Preten Jew, who 
don't. believe, -that our Saviour fore- 
told thoſe Things, which, we fee, did 
afterwards befal him, I fay, let him 


canfi- 


?o Mat.xxiv 
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all 4 hen. NEG! ory ” ahd" the 
Ut Corea rhe Jewiſh Reti- 
were ſoletnnly- pertorm'd. in it, 
e retold, *that'%ir" A be. irivaded, 
ad- by the Romans. © . * 
-1P ſuppoſe, no One: Will take the Li 
5erty "ro ſay, thit they who” were his 
 Fimiliar Friends, and conſtant Heaters 
dit ſatisfy themſelves, with teaching 
(Foe Voce) thoſe Things, *which are 
rhe Syubje&-Marter of the Goſpels, with- 
our leaving belnad *em'a_ Hiſtory, of 
the moſt fetnarkable Tranfaftions of 
"A our Bleſſed Saviour. 

"St! Luke has'the- following Words, 
Toke Ut, Whez ye ſhall {ce Tertifalem ompaſr'd with 
ws Armies,then know that the Defo! ation there- 
of ts. nigh; "Now at the Time' when theſe 
T hinss- were writ, ' there was 00'Sul- 


picion of a'Siege, or any grievous ea. 
-lamity”, thar- threaten” da” the”: gow b 
Church and State. "I'was in the On b 
of 'the? Emperor- Nerv, that, the Ria; 4 


matde*their firlt Attack, on this Ozce- 
glopions*Ciry , and it 'was' not 'takn s 
7 the Reign of the Emperot Veſpa- 
ftan, whoſe Son 11 15 Veſpaſtan Qd Ut> 
terly: deſtroy tipe*0s 
This azas aut; and; heavy Jadg- 
ment -of Godt on” *em , "far Killing 
Ravo'm the juſt, as 79 Sep” word fain 
us to bejieve,, Whereas! an 1'Fruch 
: Twas 
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| *twas owing to the horrid Crime they 
F committed, in embruing their curſed 

| Hands in the /oody Death of our Bleſ- 
ſed Lord. TT 
; Celſas therefore, might every Jot as 
well have granted, that our Saviour 
knew what Accidents wou'd befall 
him, and yet have talk'd with the 
kigheft Contempt 'of his Divine Pre- 
; _ as grant, that he was capable 
of working ſuch Miracles, as * he 
' wrought, and at the ſame Time af- 
| firm, that he was a Notoriows...and 
"Vile Impoffor. And he might with 
all. his Learning have ſhown, that the 
| tugurs and Auſpices foretold | Future 
 Bvents, by the Flying of Birds , 
| and by the Intrails of Beaſts. Bur 
| tt 'was loth, it ſeems,” to- make this 
| Conceſſion, whereas he do's'in Tome 
| fort acknowledge, that our Sawvrur 
wrought ' many Miracles , and yer 

fſerts, he did ern by the. Help "of 
Mapgrck. TER? 
Phlegon was much more ingenuous, \ 
 who"in the 13th ,and 14th Book of; 
is Chronicon, acknowledges, that our | 
fwour foretold” Future Events, and 
lays, "they exaRtly anfwer'd "his Pre- 


dition, tho? I obſerve, that he ſeems ( 


 bmetimes to confound our Bleſſed 


Lord”'with the "Apoſtle Perer. _ | % 
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And as it were,.in. Spite of . Preju- 
dice, , he . draws. this natural Conclu- 
fion , & That ſince the Founder of 


« his Followers were. able to foretell 
« many future, and remarkable Events 
& at, ſo great a Diſtance of Time, 
«© which exactly aaſwer'd their Pre- 
« ditions, we. muſt ſuppoſe , that 
« they were. acted,; by a more. than 
« ordinary Power. .. nk 


Ri 15” __ "Then Ce//us ſays, That our Saviow's 

: | D: tiples "not _ being, able to. conceal theſ; 
Things ,:"'which were expos'd to Publuk 
View, thought that the beſt Game thy 
had to play, was to give out that ther 
| Maſter. foreſaw, a long Time before, al 


a, 


[ him. - 


But <cither he- didn't know, or at, 
; | leaft ſeems /to be. ignorant, that our 
E-REE, Bleffed Saviour us'd the followin 
© * Ae. 5c, Words ro his Diſciples, Al pe od 

"V. 31-offended becauſe of me this Night ; which 
we know ha ppen'd accordingly,. and 


ibid.  £0.Peer, Before the Cock crow thow ſpl 
V. 34. Aeny-me thrice. ty 
-  ,, Now if they hadn't been. Men. 
undoubted Integrity, - but; had; de- 
ſign*d to 1mpole 'on our Credulity by 

falle Natrations,. they wou'd certait- 


ly 


« our.., Holy -Religion, and many df 


| the - Accidents that did afterwards btfil. 


: — 


was no falſe Prophet, when he fad 
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" Na againſt Caſs. 


| * have $5 by {.mutch of MJ orlaly 
; FR -y, as to*haye ſaid nothing at_all 


ff Peter's Denying his "Bleffed Lord, 


whole Caule-. he Tad lo reſolutely pto- 


nis'd to maintain, 20d never to have 


= Menrion'd | the "Offence which ,ev'n 


e , of the NO took,, at. the 
11 Condition in. which ottr Saviour 


een, and” thought, fit to 


and if theſe Thihs* -- 1wlich 


7 cn to repreſent rhe #t ks ot 
| Qur Bleſſed Lord.to a great Difadvan- 
age, were aot related in the Goſpels, 
| ow. cou'd. Celfus, or any other. Per- 
| Jon, have tak*n Occaſion from, thence 
t-calt a Reproach on our molt Holy 


| jv SF 


vere. not unwilling,” that 
Thow'd” be' acquainted 


WL h thee " Eetfngd: ſince; they 'were 
well, afur'd, that. this woudn't in 


"leaſt hinder the happy  Progrefs 


"of the Everlaſting Goſpel, or give 5 the 
| Reader any. jul Occaſion, co be guilty 
#. 5 the likes Irregular Pratices, © » IS 


| tba: G16, adds iS. icttbis tO 
#he_ laſt Degree, The Diſciples go? this 
Ps ys be, to ſcars 2hb Repuri- 


7 of W's "Maſter , Fr, is." if 70 


: rove that 4 Man i juſt,  - 'fho#?  in- 
: he in ſeveral Aﬀs of Tr: juſt tee that 


& dozye, of 10 prove that es free 


: LFIEL g nN from 


— 
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wn, GI 


F vs OI 


ts CORD. ok St; Paul als and the 
.-* ſeveral Pre 
. Record 'by the 1»ſpired Prophets, col 


+ 82-s 


EY ro Y mg,” Þ ; 
People off with We | ial , 
"that _he-: oreſaw hal ſever. reg wg 
hin” ns" - 

' But. here cis apparent , that he 


prolly miſa pppiic the -Inſtances, which 
1 


no Abſrr as'd 0 produce. For there's 


_ Bleſſed. Saviour. ſhou'd propoſe 


" himſelf to.us, aSa Bright Example of 
" Moral. Firtue , and "yet. teach us, to 


facrifice.c our Lives; aad' all that's dear 
to .us,. for . the Sake..of the Religion 
we embrace. 
oſider alſo, that the- -Death which 
he ſuffer'd, .1s of Getieral, and hag 
Advantage, as T think, T have ft 
tl T provid. already.. And tho' 
2] 0's fond} N— gin, that it 
nt the Ciuſe 


Fo 


iCtions, which are left upon 


. cerning this difficult, and important 
» Affair, -* © Beſides 


7 at all,” in ſuppoſing that | 


> md CD 
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has 
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| bs 'Beli des he ſens not to know, that "2 
there was a Celebrated Heretick, who 
deny'd ,that the Sufferings of our Sa- 

| i 10ur were real, 


b7 Me ao "IE 


This made him lay, You dow't pre- 


F Mend, thas his bitter Paſſion was only. in 
30 Appearawee , bat, without mixcing. the 
Matter, you hold that be 5 fer, in 4 
F | 5, et, and proper Sence. 


> For our Parts, we think, *tis a No- 
[2c (Or10US Hereſy, to maintain thar our 
—Saviour's Sufferings were only in Ap- 
þ+ earance, {ince- we muſt then affirm, 


the neceſſary Conſequence of the 


F: e-mention'd falſe, and dangerous 
; _— that his Refu 


rrection, as glo- 
rious as we ſuppoſe it to be, was a 


meer Deceprio Viſus. For he that real-, 


dyes, if he riſes again, muſt be 


_ ally ris'n, and on the contrary, he 
that dy'd bur in Appearance, can only 


7 1 tr 


'R ec emingly riſe. 


* Rur becauſe Infidels endeavour, to 
Expoſe the NoQtrine .of the Reſurre- 


6 ion of our Saviour, to the laſt De- 


Free of Prophane Contempt, I ſhall 


Br Occaſion to mention here, what 
Platy's 


\ relates of Er, the Son of Arme-c,, "i 
F-. Fins, who at the End of twelve Days) Wealth 
Froſe out of his Temb, and told. ſeve-* '* 


remarkable T ranfaQtions, that tg 
9 3 his 


1 


44d 


Kat- (hes Swap me 


10 the Story a 
which Herac!1rus” rells,. 


who continu'd” A confitterable Time 


without” any. Sign of. Life , which I 
think; do's” evidenrly, 'and not 2 little, 


ſerve . my preſent Purpoſe, ſince ?tis 


with” Infidels Pm now engag'd. 


And many pre :nant Inſtances might 
eaſily be uct from Hiſtory, of Per- 


ſons viho have: appear'd the Tay after 
their. Deceaſe. _. 


Is ir _then- any, Woader at all, that 


one, who in the whole Courſe of his. 


Life. did- ſo. many AQions, .which no- 


thing ſhort: of a Divine Power cou'd 
poſſibly enable him. to; perform, who 


ad Miracles, to atteſt rhe Truth 
of his PoErine, which. were fo ſur- 


oa. and ſo open to the View of 
1 


is molt, implacable Adveffaries, that 

Celſzs himſelf has +not the'-Face to 
deny, that they were "true in, Fad, 
tho* indeed he, aſctibes *%em. to the 
Power. of Infernal *Deamoys, 1- ſay, 18 


1t any” Wonder at all, that ſo Divine 


a- Perfon®© 'as, our Saviour * was, ſhou'd 


have Yomething that was remarkable - 


m his Death, and" that his Holy-Soul, 


having ' freely ;* and -ev'd chearfully 
* left” his” Body tora 


 eurn to of as Toon: as ever: it had 


Time, ſhou'd re- 


OV; pz ' perform'd 


« 


of Woman, 


p: - 
SY DET, 


pi Rform'd the entire Duty, of. 2 'D; {- 

U Fred Spirit ? 

{Our Saviour has the following | 

K Words, No Men takes it from me, \peak- 

ing of his Life, bar 7 lay it down -of % Jo. 
31 " I have Poyver to lay it- down ES. 

- Js 


and I have Power to take it uf 4 an, 
And perhaps "the Reaſon why his 
Holy Soul made Haſte, to y'ls his 
| Body, might” be* this, "that tits" regs 
might not be broken, as thoſe of the 
| Thieves were, who were crucify'd by 
| his Sides: 

Then \came the Soldiers , and brake Joke 9. - 04. 
; q Legs - of the firſt,. «nd of he, other, 33 
" which was crucifyd with him. But whow: 
y they came 10 Jeſus, and ſaw that he was 
"trad already, they broke not his. Legs. 
$0 that I have anſwerd thats Ob- 
| eftion of Celſr, how will ; you" per- 
[wade us, that he.cou'd foretell theſe 
Things 7 

FRAs for that other, How will you 
| ever . make us -belteve, that a Dead 
| Perſon is immortal? We lay *twou'd 
6 Im 'no Wonder at” all, if People 
$: ight ,. that he 
 thar dy'd was not Geri ly. unmortal, 
"bar he thac roſe from, the | Dead. 
' N: lay, we ſay, that our Saviour qwas 
not immortal , with reſpect to his 
| Humane Nature, before his Body was 
| Fparazed from his Jouh For no Per- 
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cies, to which he was expos'd, 
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n who is to dye, can properly be 
1: id- to .be umm | ral "OF bur then. he's 
truly "immortal , when. he's for ever 
loosd from the Bands: of Death. 

C rift being rais'd from the dead, die 
yo more ; Death has no more Dominion 
over him ; whatever ſome Perſons may 

| who don't underſtand the 
Meaning of theſe myſterious Words. 


2 3 , E re! Y. | i, 
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THAT Celſw adds, Is no leſs 
. Ill-grounded, than what goes 
hat Goa, ſays he, or Demon, 


before; Wh 
nay, what Man of Common. Sence, wil 
not take the moſs proper Methods thi 


2 


he” caw, to: avoid 


' avoid the Evils he foreſes 
will befall him, and eſpecially, when ht 
knows be can eafily prevent *em, if ht 
oo LI ; 

\ But Socrates was well-acquainted 
with the Nature of the Poyſoa, that 
was givin him, and if he_ had bat 
follew*d the Advice of Crito, he had 
elcap'd gut of Priſon,” and ſecur'd his 
Perſon, from . the 'great Incon re 
an 


yet. 
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> yet he choſe rather to dye, than.to 
> ad in the leaſt ucbecomiag the Cha- 
 ractterof ſo Celebrated @ Philoſopher. 
© __S0 Leonidas, the: Lacedemonian Ge- 
neral knew very. well, that. he, aad 
his Company iſhou'd. dye at Thermo- 
212, yet. preferring: his Honour to his 
rall, and tnortal Lite, .he ſaid, © Come, 
& let us dine like thoſe, who are to 
« eat their Supper \with the Dead. _ 
They .who will take the Pains, to 
conſult Hiſtorians, may find abundance 
of ſuch Inſtances as theſe. What 
Woader is. it then, that our Bleſſed 
Saviour .didn't_ ule all poſſible: Endea- 
vours, to avoid thoſe Evils, which he 
knew wou'd befall him, when a far 
inferiour Perſon, I mean the Apoſtle 
Pavl, foreſeeing what Things he ſhou'd 
ſuffer at Jeruſalem , . encounter'd the 
greateſt Dangers, and ſharply reprov'd 
"the: Cruel Kyndacſs of thoſe, who with 
ears in their Eyes, endeavour*d to 
prevent him, from. the happy Execu- 


tion of his great Deſigns. 
. Nay, many at this very Day, who 


| - are not ignorant, to what dreadful Ca- 
lamities the Profeffion of Chriſtianity 
t will expoſe *emp, and that if they 
] wou'd, openly renounce it, they. ſhou'd 
$ be. immediately diſcharg*d, and have 
- their- Goods reſtor'd ;. | ſay, many. at 
q this. very Dav, deſpiſe: Lite with all 


it's 2 


At 


{ Origen a a | i 
irs native, and gawdy Charms, and 
embrace Dezth ir ſelf, ev'n approach- 
ing to *em , in the molt frightful 
Shapes. | 
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/ F __ What Celts adds, is as ridiculous as 
what” went before, If, ſays he, Judas's 
Treaſon, and Peter's Denial of his Ma- 
fler were foretold by Chriſt ,* owe 'wou'd 
think, they ſhou'd. for that Reaſon, have 
had 47 Aweful Senſe of His Divinity, 
and thereby have been effettually  ſecur'd 
rom offering ſuch baſe Afﬀronts, to their 
fuppod Rightful Soverergn , and moit 
Liberal Benefattor. 4 
But here Celſus, with all his Wiſ- 
dom, do's unawares moſt grofly con- 
tradict himſelf, becauſe if our Savioar 
/ was GOD as well as Man, then the 
Events of Things cou'dwt but exaQtly 
agree with what. his I»finite Mind 
foreſaw concerning *em, and by con- 
ſequence ,+the one muſt Unaveidably 
betray, and the other by a fad, but 
Fatal Neceſſity deny him. If Matters 
cou'd have happer'd otherwiſe, if 
Judas hadwt betray*'d, nor Peter de- 
ny'd him, _ ſuſficiently fore- 
warn'd of the Folly, and Danger of 
committing ſuch horrid Crimes, his 
Veracity might ecafily have been call'd 
in Queſtion. For if our Saviour fore- 
law , as we fay he did, that ods 
5.” 7. TN 
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ſhou'd. betray  him,, he alſo foreſaw 
- that” Corruption of” his Nature; that 
* that inclin'd, him. to' his Treachery , 
and if he ſoreſaw, that St Perzy wou'd 
deny him, he alſo foreſaw 'his*Infir- 
mity, that was the unhappy Cauſfe"of 
| his committing ſo"baſe a Crime, and 
this was conkftent enough” with his 
permitting him, to be furpriz'd into 


% 


a grols Act of S.n. 


And what do's Celſu's Jew propole; 
I wonder, when he ſays, They betray a, 


and .denyd him, throwing off all manner 


of Reſpe# to him, whom they own'd 10 * 


be their Lord, and Majter ? For 1 
have already ſhown, that Jedas him- 
felf, as vile a Wretch as he, was, re- 
tained fome reſpeR , for. our -Blefſed 
Saviour, eV'n in that horrid Inſtant, 
in which he inhumanely betray*d' him. 
. And the like may be faid of St. Perer, 
| . who, after he bad ſhamefully deny'd 
\ him, went out, and wept bitterly ; as 
St. Mathew acquaints us. - 


What the Jew adds is very ridicu- 
lous, and childiſh, If « Perſon, ſays 
he, 4's once diſcover the Snares, that 
are lajd for him, and deteff. his Ad- 
verſaries, they commonly «if from their 
malicious Purpoſe, For the contrary is 
molt evidear, from the Expefience of 


all 
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cauſe be. foretold om, 
from what I have ſaid, that he never did 
foretell 'em. For "tis abſurd to ſuppoſe, 
that either Judas: wow'd ever heve be- 
trad, or Peter have denyd him, had 
they beew forewarn'a, and appriz/d 
of his Preaittion. __ 
* But fince I have already overthrown 
the Principles, oh which his Diſcourſe 
is founded, the Conclnfion which he 
dra PF, viz. We mee EY that 
theſe Things came t0 paſs, becauſe he fore- 
od _ muſt fall to, the Td of 
Cyurſe. | 
We ſay the Events happen'd ,\ as 
Things in their own Nature poſlible, 
and Ox they came to paſs, we ſee 
the Predictions verify'd. For the 
Truth or Falthood of Prophecies is 
beſt known by the Event. Therefore 
what he ſays, viz. That they didn't 
come ere the more t0 paſs, becauſe he 
oretold "em , but we muit rather infer 
from what '1 bave ſaid, that he did ne 
ver forergll *em. For. *tis abſurd to Fig 
poſe, that either Judas wou'd ever han 


av 
betray/d, or Peter have deny's him, had 
they - bees forewarn'd, and appriz'd. of 
bis Prediftion. This I fay, is moſt ap- 
| | $5 | '__  pareatly 
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hawe had ſo mac 


I ſhall! return an Anſwer. to this 
long InveRive; rather in Compliance 
with the ftrift Tnjun&ions, that are laid 
upon me, than for the fake of any 


Force, that I diſcern in the Obje- 
Qtion. "ON | | 
Celſus 


EI ating, 3 IS. 
; "Wk | N 

S= . 
be, 
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20 


"IS EINE; ©: En 0] Pat 1. 
 Celſus entertains a fond Co 
that whatever is foretold by a. G 


X do's-.therefore come to paſs:, | © 
1t.. was. foretold by him: |. 
.. But-here I muſt beg Leave to. differ 


from him, and am, I confels, . of the 
Opinion; that he;who fore tells: Future 
| Events, \ St , properly the Cauſe df 
their Coming to. paG, at the prediQed 
Time, | but that -on the «contrary, he 
| foreſees, that Things will happen fo 
or ſo,.. whether ever they be foretold 


K 
lor nat, And I don't think that his 


 Preſcience, ev?n. upon the Suppoſition 
. that: he's G OD, do's in, the leaft. in- 
terfere. with the Poſſibility of Future 


 Eventsto happen, or not to happen, 
according to the natural, and regular 
_ Courſe. of Things, as if barely on thar 
Account, they. muſt-infallibly: anfwer 
tus Prediftion. *... 4 Fre 


XVI. 


\ Cnas,) 


dance of prep egnant. Inſtances : 
from the Sacred Scriptures, and from 


. the Hiſtories of the Greeks themſelves, " 


to ſhew, that Future Events. are not 
owing to PrediQions, but fall out al- 
ways 'in ſuch a Way, as perfeQtly a- 
grees with the Liberty of the Humane 


ill, And either Wy Notion of this: 


Matter is juſt, or what the Greeks 
call” 4gy& xiy&, .will be Ne Sophiſm 4t 


ERE I m—_ - altbes's 'Abun-. 


Xx 


all, . tho* the contrary , be vety” appa-. 


rent, to any Learned, and Fadiklous 
Perſon. | 


' ble as may be, I ſhall inſtance in th 

Prophecies concerning Tudas ,, WRth 
the Sacred Scriptures do, furniſh us 
With, and ſhall produce one | temar- 
Kable Inſtance of, the Truth"of my 
Aﬀertion, from the Hiſtory © of the 
Greeks, viz. The Anſwer of, the Hea- 
thea Oracle. to Lajiws. 
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To. render this. Matter as Iofelli _ 


5k: 4 _ Tos 


" "thy Peace, O God of my Praifs, for the 
ed, . and the Mouth 


ibid, 


/ 
\ \ 


judice to the Subject, which I have 
now in Hand, The Author of 'the 
Hundred and/ninth Pſalm, peaking in 
the Perſon. of our Blefſed Saviour, 
has. the following . Words, . coacerg- 
ing that Traitor Judas, Hold not 


Mouth of the Wiz 
of the _ Deceicfal are "open'd againſt me. 
And : if you . take diligent Notice , 

you?l fd, that throughout the Plalm, 
the Prediftion muſt be underſtood, in 
2 Sence conliſten: with the Crime-'of 
the Traitor , and | his. deſerving all 


thoſe. work tl Curſes, 'that are "here 


mention'd by the Pſalmift. 

Let *%m ful upon him, ſays he, by 
a Spirit -of Prophecy, becauſe he” re- 
member d not to fſhew Mercy, but perſe & 
cated. the poor and needy May, "hs he 
might ev'n {7 the broken in Heart. 
'Tis plain, he might, 'if he wou'd, 


have remember'd to {hew Mercy, and - 


was not forc'd, to perſecute the poor, 

and needy Man, tho? he' iſemploy'd 
that. Power, which Go: Originally 
gave him, and aCtually betray'd his 
| Maſter, and fo render'd himſelf moſt 


Yaltly obroxious to thoſe dreadful 


Curſes, 


ay, I po kate? 4 it 
for ST that the Oracle was true, 
fince I think, I may miake the Sup- 
poſition, without doing the leaſt Pre-. 


WEST ES. 


Aagaint 


FF kn ous. Peoptibey) 
= And as for the Anſwer, that the 


entioa in Favour of the Greeks, '* 


is pedians to this Effect. 


E- Seek n not vain Man in Spite of Difing, 
The blefſed Fruit of Marriage to enjuy, 


And dreadful Miſchiefs.vn 2 Ly Houſhold 
( ering, 


q "Ty no Neceſlity of begettiag an an- 
happy Son , but if duc Care were 
{wanting , a Tragical . Scene ' wou*d 
' preſent it ſelf, and Oedipze, and FJocaſts, 
and their two Sons, wou'd ſuffer all 
| thoſe grievous Calamities, which as 
| the Hiſtory acquaints us, . did afte:- 
£ wards befall tm. 

- The ſame: Sophiſm is frequently 
| made Uſe of as an Argument againit 


taking Phyſick, tor the Recovery _ | 


our Bodily Health, and Strength ; 

God has decreed, ſays one, that I an 
be effetually cur'd of my Diftemper, 
1 ſhall certainly recover | my former 
I:are 
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ch are mencion'd in that, 


"0 Yracle . return'd ro Laiws, which ; | 


lated by one of their Ancient Tra: 


Here *t1S plaka; that Laizs was un- 


' Teo ſoon alas ! thou'lt find it prove thyBane, 
| for he who to tby native Heet his Life will q 
( owe, 


© With Death it {elf F ſhall ill-req uit ethy Pans, 
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State of Health , whether I'uſe any. . 
Remedies or no; and if he has de- 
creed, that I ſhall not be recoverd. 
from it, Whatever Medicines I may 
take, *rwill infallibly remain upon me, 
therefore whether he. has decreed my, 
Recovery or not, the Endeavours of 
the Phylician are equally, that is to 
ſay, entirely. uſeleſs. 

And the Sophiſm in the Caſe of 
Laiws, is very Comical, and runs at- 
ter the following Manner, If the 
Fates have decreed, that I ſhall have 
a Son, I ſhall certainly have him, 
whether T am ever concern'd with 
any Woman or no ; and if they have 
decreed, that I ſhall never a a 
Son, I ſhall never have one, whe- 
ther I hve in the Uſe of Means or 
no ;* and therefore whether they have 
decreed, that I ſhall have'a Son, or 
have deter min'd the contrary, no car- 
nal Copulation will eyer have. the 
deſired Effect. 


Bur as tis highly abſurd te reful 
Phylick, which 1s che uſual, and pro- |: 
per Method, tor the Recovery of our 0 
Bodily Health : So ?*tis no leſs ab- 
iurd, to abſtain from Carnal Copu- | 
lation, if a Perion be deſirous ot a Þ 
Child, ſince *tis the ordinary, and pro- IU . 
per Mezhod of Humane Generation. | 
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© Theſe T hiogs I mention,” becauſe the 


«+6 "gy Celjus., has the following 
ords, If Chrift was Goa, and did really 
forerell theſe Things you talSof, they 


&- maſt infallibly come to Paſs, at the preaict- 


Led Time. For I deny, that they muſt 
 Neceſſarily come to pals, ſince, *twas 


| poſſible for *em to have had a quite j, 
contrary Event. Bur if he only means, | 


| that Divine Preſcience do's, ia ſome 
ence, neceſſitate the Event, I readily. 
4 grant it, and this I think, I may vigo- 
- Touſly maintain, and at the ſame Time 
 afferc, that *twas very poſſible, that 
Matters might have happen'd otherwiſe. 
- But I-think, he's far from proving what 
| he boldly aſſerted, viz. Thet on the Sw p- 
 poferion of the Divine Prxſcience of OHV 
| Saviour, *twil Naturally follow, that he 
| made his Diſciples turn 'Traitors, and 
| Comards, and ſo was july chargeable with 
| their aggravated Guilt. 

[Tis true, that fince the Heart of 
| Fudas was, as it were, Open, ard Trant- 


parent to his All-piercing Eyes, our 


| Bleſſed Lord was fully appriz'd of the 
- Helliſh Deſign, which he had torm'd, 
| and plainly perceiv*d, that the Reſpect 
| Which he had for his Maſter, was not 
* ſufficient, to ſecure him, from the Fa- 
"tal impreſſion of a covetous Diſpott- 
| tion. "This made him tay thoſe Words, 

with an Eye to Judas, he 1has dipper 


1 2 his 


[ 


| 
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8 Oragey againſt. Celſus. Þ 
his Fanas. with me inthe Diſh, the (me N_ 
OO ſpall barge. 
X [| © Take Notice farther of the Abſur- 
-  dity, and Falſhood, of whet Celſu 
WM ſays, Tis wnuſual, ſays he, for Per-. 
EI fons, to betray their. Friends, 10 whale 
Tahle they. are welcome, yer here even 
a God u4 ſupper 4 to be beiray a, 
On the contrary, tis too well 
known, that Perſons, who have been 
- engag'd, by the moſt Sacred, and 
endearing Tyes, have often and moſt 
ſhamefully betray'd their intimate 
Friends, and liberal BenefaCtors. 
'The Hiſtories both of the Greeks, 
and Berberians do furniſh us with + 
buadant Inſtances of the fore-men- 
tion'd PraQtice. By | 
This 1s what the famous Poet, who 
dwelt at Paros, and is ſo much ad- 
mir*d tor his Iambick verſes, reproaches 
Lyceambe with. For ſpeaking of his in- 
trenching on the Laws of civil con- 
_- verſation, he ſays, 
Archi- Thog haſt diſſolu'd the Sacred Band of 
loctus. F, jendjbip, and art Notoriouſly guilty of 
the baſeſt Treachery. on 
But for the fuller . Confirmation of 
my Argument, I ſhall reter the Reader 
to them, who have apply'd their 
Minds, to the Study of Hiſtory, both I - 
Secre, and Prophans, of 


Then 


tf 


FE © 


-- Then Celſzs, as if he had” urdeni- 
| able Arguments, for , what 'he offers, 
has the tollowing Words, Nays GOD 


© if which highly eggravares the Matter P; 
- ks ſuppord, to intrench _ the. Rates 
| 'of Civility, and” common Friendſhip, and 


| "to mike his Diſciples turn  Trattour , 


"and Comwarads. 

+ Bur this is more than he can,ever 
prove, unleſs we muſt allow the'Con- 
— Jequence, which he draws, to be Na- 
£ rural, and juſt, which I am ſure is 
fo very weak, that any Child almoſt 
| xvou'd fee thro? it, and be ready ro 
Expoſe it, _—_—_ 


*,+ 


Ct AP; XVIL 


FT1HEN fays Celſus, If your Savi- 
— 4 our ſaffer'd freely, in Obeadtence to 
1 bu Heavenly Father , "tis plain, that 
| ſince you ſay that he was GOD, «nd that 
| bu Sufferings were entirely voluntary, you 
| Prſt acknowledge , *twas ry ey , that 
' in the midft of his Jappos Aganies, he 
 ſbow'd have had ſo quick 4 Senſe of Pain. | 
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But. here, tho* he dow perceive it, | 
his Words imply a plain, and very |. 
groſs Contradidtton.. . For he will.not ' |} © 
deny, that our Saviour ſuffer'd freely, 
in, Obedience to his Father, and.rhen- 
certainly he mult feel ſome. Pain , 
which 1s inſeparable from rhe . Notion 
that we have of Suffering ; ſince tis 
very..ungrateful ro Fleſh and- Blood, 
as - P61 FAR. but know , and. 1s. not 
eaſily ;reconciPd, ev'n to the calm 
DiQates. of impartial Reaſon. And 
if he. thinks thac all Sence of Pain 
is immediately excluded, where there 
1s a partial, or ev'n an entire. Cane 
/ fent of the Humane Will, why do's 
\ he acknowledge. that our Saviour <& 

ver fufferd? In Truth he hadn't re- 
;  ſembPd us i all Things, Sin only 
- :. excepted, had he aſſun'd the Hu- 
x mane Nature, withour- 'thoſe many 
Infirmities, and Miſeries, which arc 
its common, and almoſt inſeparable 
Attendants. | 

So that after his Yolartary Incar- 
nation , he was under ſome Sort of 
Neceſſity. to ſuffer, and in ſome Re- 
ſpetts, the Calamities to which he 
was expos'd, were occaſion'd by the 
Malice, and unwearied Endegvours 
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of his cruel. Enemies. - * 


= '0 Irives apdindt Celſws. 71 
And. indeed, as 1 have already 
Fg if he hadn't giv'n his Con- 
pov, it had been impoſſible, that 
. One who was GOD as well as Man' 
ſhou'd ſuffer, but he willingly, and 
"origh chearfu!! ly embrac?d ihe moſt 
= painful, and ſhameful_ Death, from 
a deep, ard . molt affecting Senſe 
«7 "of che vaſt Advantage, , that wou'd 
——redound from it,' to a degenerate 


"Wortd. 


Then Ci granting what he 
Rr”  jeem to deny, has. the follow- 
Vords, Pray why do's - he make 
es horrid Complaints, and ſo earneitly 
» defire, that his Sufferings may be pre- 
"wented? For he ſays, Father, if it be 
po ble, let this Cup paſs from me. ny 


But here Celſus do's plainly, and 
ngt a little diſcover his impotenc 
' Malice, againſt the Bleſſed Founder 
of 'our moſt Holy Religion, For i 
inſtead of admiring the remarkable | v 
Integrity , which appears in the | 
Wo OIOgs of the Evangeliſts, ( who 

isht, "if they had pleag'd , have 0- 
Sed this Paſſage, which he thinks 
do's' make ſo much for the Intereſt 
he efpouſes, but were induc'd 
by ſeveral very urgent Motives, to 
relate it ) I fay inſtead of admiring the 
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22 One aceint Oct” 
\ . © _ the remarkable Integrity, which ap. FF 
. pears in<che Writin Ss 'of the Evag- 
"oeliſts, he takes their, Words in a 
Sence, in which they never under. 

ſtood *em,*and adds ſome- Things, 

that are owing to his own Invention, 

and takes no Notice of what im- 
mediately follows, from whence he 
might have learn'd, how. ſubmiſſive 

our Saviour was, to the All-difpo- 

fing Will of his ETERNAL FA- 
THER. Newertheleſs, ſays he, not a 

T will, but as thou wilt. And Celſus 

ſeems to have never read thoſe 0- 

ther Words, {_ which, plainly ſhew, 

how ſubmiſſive a Temper our Bleſſed 

+ Lord difcover'd, under all. the grie- 


P. 


vous Calais, which his Father 


Was pleas'd. to bring upon him, ) 1 
| mean thoſe 'Words of Sr. Mathew , 
Mat. 26,, Nevertheleſs if this Cup cannot paſs 
V- 42: from me , not my Will, bat thine bt 

| gone.” 


Here Celſus acts the Part of thoſe, 
who horribly pervert the Scriptures, 
and are rot aſham'd, to do it in the 
moſt open Manner. $78 

Our Adverſfaries ſrequently take 
Notice of thoſe Words, 7 kil, and 

Dent. 32 reproach. us with *em, bat they will- 
. fully overlook the following Words, 
I make alive, 'which Paſſage of Scrip- 
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ture- plainly intimates . to us, that 
tho” Tod do's deſtroy all them, who 
live 1a a Courſe of Rebellion againſt 


— him, and are horrid Plagues to their 
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Native Country ; yet at lengrh” he 
will make *em Partakers of a Spiritu- 
al, and Glorious Life, ſuch a one as 
will make %m trample upon” this 
lower, and periſhing World, with the 
greatelt Diſdain imaginable. 

They take, Notice of thoſe Words, 


I will". ſmite him, but the following 1. 57, 
Words,' 1 will heal him:, 'are wholly V+ 27: 
diſregarded. 


Here: God is repreſented ' to us, as 
aQing the Part, of a moſt Skilful 
Phy ſician,, who makes; grievous, and 
often .deep Inciſfions, into. the Fleſh 
of his. Patients, not./with. a Deſign 


.to do 5t_ any: Prejudice, or put em 


to any needleſs Pain, but to remove 
the Cauſe- of their: Bodily Indifpoſitt- 
on, and that which keeps them 1n a 
low, and languſhing Condition: 
' They take Notice of thoſe Wards, 
He makes fore, but thoſe Words, «2d 
binds up, are not. mention'd by *em. 
So Ce!ſus dwells .on thoſe Words 
of our Saviour, Father, If it be poſſivie, 
let this Cun paſs from me ; But don't 
mention the leaſt * Syllable of the 
following Words, which plainly dif- 
cover. the entire Reſignation of our 


Bleſied 
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74. Origen againſt Celſms. 
Bleſſed Lord to his Father's, Com- | 
manding, and all-difpoſing Will. 

Here a large Field of Diſcourfe 
reſents it ſelf, which wou'd be of 
conſiderable Service, to thoſe, whom 
St. Pat calls perfect, We preach Wig. 
aom, lays he, to them that are per- 


feet. 


But this I ſhall referve to a more. 
convenient Seaſon, and a more pro- 
per Place , and only - perhaps juſt 
touch upon itz: as. I paſs along. | 


I have already, and I think more 
than once obſervd, that ſometimes 
our | Saviour's Expreffions - muſt be 
underſtood of the Perfon of the 
aiy&-, the firſt - born of the Creati- 
on, as for Inftance, when he ſays, 
1 am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life, and ſometimes muſt be re- 
ſtrain'd to his Humane Nature, as 
when he ſays, Te ſeek to kill me, « 
Man thas has told you the Trath, whizh 
I have heard of God. 


So in the Caſe which is now be- 
fore us, we muſt underſtand him 
ſpeaking as a. Man, diſcovering at 
once the Weakneſs of the Fleſh, 
and, the Willingneſs of the Spirit, 
the former in thoſe Words, Father if 
#t be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me, 
and the latter in thole Words, Ne- 

Er Wi tc oo 
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F Origen againſt Celſius. 75 
' wvertholeſs not my Will but thine 'be done. 
And ?*tis obſervable, that he begins 
with thoſe Words, which are a plain 
Indication of the Weaknefs of the 
Fleſh, and concludes with thoſe; 
which diſcover the Willingneſs of 
the Spirit, and the latter are oftneſt 
repeared by. him. | | 
_ | - Beſides, tis worthy of our Notice, 
that he .don'r abjolutely pray, Les this 
Cup paſs from me, but expreiſes a moſt 
-_ profound Submiſſion to his Father's 
Will, in rhe following Words, If #t 

be poſſible. 
1 am not inſenſible, T confeſs, that 
- ſome iaterpret thoſe Words after 
\. the following Manner, that - our Sa- 
viour foreſeeing what Calamities 
wou'd befal the City of Jeraſa/em , 
and not only '{o but the whole Na- 
tion of the Fews, on the Account of 
that unjuſt and barbarous Treatment 
he ſhow'd meet with at their Hands, 
had fuch a tender Compaſſon , for 
this fintul, and miſerable People, that 
he deſfir'd tro be excus'd from Suffer 
ing, thar he might prevent *em, from 
being forſak'n of. God, and expos'd 
to thoſe threatning Calamities, which 
he had in View. 
& And. then ?tis as if he had ſaid, 
 & fince the'Jews, upon my Suffering , 
& will be fadly left by that God, who 
a | | ance 
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76 Origen againſt Celſas. 
* once took *em into his ſpecial Pro- 
« tection, and put *em under ſo happy 
* a Government, as that of a Tbeoeracy, 

. © I deſire, -if it. be poſſible, that” this 
< Cup way eſcape:me. ?” Beſides if our 
Saviour's, 'Sufferings put him to! n& 
Pain at all, as Cel/as, wou'd fain have 
us to believe, it was-impoſſible: they 
ſhou'd, upon our 'own Hypotheſis; I 
{howd be. glad to know, how: he 
cou'd' ſet his Followers a bright Ex- 
ample, of Patience under the moſt 
grievous Sufferings, for the Sake of 
their moſt Holy Religion, 
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'F H EN ,Celſiss, Few. accuſes: our 
| Saviour's Diſciples of Impoſture, 
Tow impoſe: on ,s., ſays he, with 4 
/ Company of Old Wives Fables, and 
han't the Sence, to give *em the leaſt 


b- ' Colour of Reaſon, to recommend 'em 10 


To this I anſwer, the Evangeliſts 


cou'd eaſily have omitted theſe Things, 
if they had pleas'd, and then there had 


been 


” Origen againlt Celſus. 77 
been no Room for this horrid Slander. 
'-. For how cou'd our Enemies, 'ualeſs 
they  wou'd invent Fiftions,' our 'of 
their own fruitful Brain, reproach us; 
with ſuch, and fſach Expreſſions of 
our\ Saviour, during his moſt bitter 
Paſſion, if the Evangeliſtshad- ſuffer'd 
*em, as it were, to jeep /in an eter- 
nal Silence ? Sl | 
And Celſw wasn*t ſenſible, that 
*rwas morally impoſſible for em, to 

, allow ?emſelves to be tamely deluded, 

- in the Aﬀair of the Hiſtory .of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, ſo as to be prevaild 
with, to look upon him to be: no 
leſs than a God, and the very Per- 
ſon that was ſo frequently, and fo 
expreſly Foretold by the FJewifh 
Prophets , and at the ſame Time 
be convinc'd in their Conſciences, 

that all \that they writ concerning 
him (at leaſt what ſeem'd to favour 
.him,) was made up of Fictions, that 
were, entirely - owing to their fruit- 
ful, but unhappy Llavention. 
But *tis plain, that either they were 
Mea of Integrity, and publiſh'd no- 
thing, but what they firmly believ'd 
was true, or elſe their Goſpels are filld 
with trifling Fictions of their own, and 
by Conſequence, they cowdn'r poſli- 
'” bly be per{waded 1n their Minds, that 
>. our Saviour was a GOD. 
- Then 
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Then Cel{uw"s Jew afferts, That ev» 
ſome of the ara , ( like Men that 
are intoxicated by the: Fumes of Wine, 
and don't mind at all what they ſay, 
or do) have alter'd the Original | Text; 
of the Goſpels, ſo that they may- ad- 
mit of wariow, ana almoſt infinite 
Readings. * And this, I ſuppoſe, they did 
out of Humane Policy, that when we 
preſs ?em home with an Argument, they 
wight:' have the larger Scope, for their 
Pztiful Evaſions. 

S 

But for. my Part, I confeſs, I know 
no Changes, that the Original Text 
of - the Goſpels has ever undergone , 
unleſs by Means of the Followers of 
Marcion, Valentinus and Lucian. Be- 
ſides *risn*t fair at all, to' charge ſuch 
a Thing as this upon the Chriſtian 
Religion, as a Crime,- and unworthy 
of its--pretended Purity, bur thote 
Perſons who were concern'd in the 
FaR, ought by all the; Laws of Ju- 
ltice to anſwer for ir. 

And as'*tis no ſolid, tho* a plau- 
ſible, and popular Argument, againſt 
the Heathen Philsſophy, that Sophizs, 
 Epicureans, and Pertpatetices have usd 
their utmoſt Endeavours, to delude 
the World, with their falſe, and dan- 
gerous Opinions ; 50 tis no convin- 
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| [HEN Celſus*'s Few finds Fault 


L with the Chriſtians again, for 
miſapplying, as he fondly imagines, 


.the Scripture-Prophecies to our Blet- 


ſed Saviour. But I think, I heve ſpoke 
ſufficiently to this Point already. 
Beſides, if the Conviction of his 
Reader was the End which he. pro- 
pos'd to himſelf, he ought to have. 


Fl ry us a Key, for the right under- 
wR1 


anding of the Jewiſh Prophecies, and 


*-- might have offer'd, one wou'd think, 
* ſome ſolid Reaſons, why they can 
by no Means be fairly acccmmodated 


to our Savicur, and really he needn't 
have been fo ſparing of his Time, and 
Strength, in examining a Matter of 
ſuch vaſt Inmpottance, ard eſpecially, 


{ince 
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 » 8 Oren againlt Celfis. 
| fince he confidently affirms, that there 
are Abundance of Perſons, ro whom 
the ' Prophecies might more fitly be 


apply 'd. : | * 

But Celſs, it ſeems, isn'c ſenſible at FX 
all, that rho? ſuch extrabagant Dif | + 
courſe as this might become one, 'who 
is an utter Stranger to the Prophetick | 


Oracles ; yet *ws very improper, to 
cone from. the Mouth - = - == 
and fober Jew; 

Indeed, a.Perfon of the fore-men- 
tion'd CharaQer, will do what lyes 
10. his Power, to evade the Interpre- 
tations of Scripture, which we Chri- 
ftians give, but hell never grant 
what 'Celſus ſays, viz. That there are 
Abundance of Perſons, to whons the Pro- 
phecies may more fitly be apply'd, than 
to our Bleſſed Saviour. Ws 

I have already obſerv'd, that the 
Prophets ſpeak of a' twofold Coming 
of the Meſſiah, fo that *tris needlets 
for me, to anſwer the prerended Jew, 
when he ſays, The Prophets repreſent 
the Mrſfiah, as a mighty Prince, and 
Soveraign,of the Univerſe, © 


ee 
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| (fl. Haba I :9110 Q7] &: 1 > 1&1 et! it 


VV: deſton'd robringe fo greatch Bl 
wo org nl rack ire o ground a 
\g/or, do's ftrongly favour: df.!tire>1M4ad 
ce of an inveterate Jew, who 1upplies 
| hid-Want of'Reaſon, by a vat Stock 
of Litipudence, chat: he has always>by 

| bim.o+ But I: defy» Ce//ahquatndnall the 
Men inthe World, to: prove,: that a 
-Dogtrine, introduc'd by one, who re- 

' ehigm?d? fo: many. Perſons. rome«the 

| kfolb-ſcandalous- Vices, and ef -etually 
engag*d *em, to.enter upon aivirguous 
| Courie of Life, did deterve fo {.orn- 
| fulia ;Firle!, as. that which» the! Jew 
| bettows upon our {T0 Maron; 7% 
SOL $ 
| Cel adds! with equal Dnadvertein. 
77 No: one, ſays: he,:!bat 4 bitdbiln, 
' mog?d take: your": \Sawoar tors God, oh 
_ of . God, 1730 inftead of CF 
(te awerul Stamp of . Divi matgran bote 
ll Marks. of Infamy ,attouÞ ter mes 
Wl nn Fae this Daiiyine 974, £24 
11107 $90 V tirely 


JF 


HAT heaflds, that Ga noury 


tirely hbilh on OR » ſave fwed; _ ev 's ridi. 
ed PN Om of Scripture, 


"But "he ought to 2 ſome In- 
ſtances of theſe forc'd Incerpretatioas, 
which he xcalks of, and theſe Marks 
of Infamy {-ashe thitiks ) which do fo 
much diſguſt him, 4s 264 us ſee, what 
it nt pho to offer nee us, 
rhat- ſo the Chriſtians mig 
him fron © ray or at-leaft a Tak 
ficient Anſwer, i they Oe the 
Matter did require it 


- He ſos, The Fu the (Sun, enlig be- 
3 y #s. 2 4 Re ſ, 
wE Foe as + And gry kf ro ” L 
by the gloriews Light, which #t tranſmits, 
over the whole S>here by turns : S0'your 
pretended Saviour, had: he bien God, . or 
the Sow of God, word bave- Teſemb(' 
that gforious Lumina. 


This we tay, believe, hal. and 
can prove, he did. For when he came 
into the World, or which is the ſame 
Thing, when the Sun of Righceouſ- 
neſs did but begin to ſhine, aad its 
Co Rays were- intercepted, by a 
_ and ſullen Cloud, Juſtice ſeem'd 
ali its native Seat, the Neigh- 
Horſes, the Clangor of Trum- 
= the Ig of Arms, and the 
- Piercing 


Pder'd Matters, that he prepar'd the 
Way, for the Succels of 'tlie Goſpel, 
by ſubje&ing eatire  Nartious! to: the 
Rome Empire, 'thar fo our Saviour's 
Apoſtles might not be hinder'd , as 
—atherwiſe they/ might have been, in 


| al the Orders, which their 
Bleſſed ' Lord had giv'n %em, to reach 
Pall. Nations. For how wow'd this 
have been pratticable, / I won't fa 
"eafy to be done) if People of difte- 
feat Countries had l:v*d' under Princes 
of -theif own, had wanted a murual, 
Land fair Correſpondence, and had not 
lived under the Juriſdition of rhe 
Roman Emperors. 

E*. 2?Tis very well known, that our 
Saviour was | born, in/ the Reign of 
he Emperor Az«guſtus, who brought 
[the greateſt Part of the: World "under 
"the Roman Yoak, and made Man- 
"Kind, almoſt, as-ir were, one: Body 


*+ This manifeſtly , and greatly con- 
—auc'd to the Spreading of” rhe Goſpel], 
not only, as-it laid\'a Foundation for 
=t Freedom” of - Commerce , ' but alſo 
"Sit happily -preveoted* thoſe dread- 


PR View <# MS 20 0 Reatbn to 
 believe;*Wou'd unavoidably have hap. 
pen'd, #*all the Nations of the Earth 
hadn Sn. united; under ' 0ne*com- 
moni Empire. For before the Reign 

-of Anurn} 2 © the Arbenians wag'd War 
- witlv! 16-Peloponneſiens, and many” Pa- 

oth TN, if-4t; were needful, 
wan be producd from Hiſto- 
Andithe:ftriQy and/i moſt peace- 

£o-ty Religios, *which+the Chriſtians 
embrace, wou'd:never;/in all Proba- 
bility, have; been Jeſtabli{h*d in:.the 

Worlds: AS, Blefſed" be God, ' it is, if 
pur ' Saviour hadn't |. been leaſonably | 
born , _in' a. Time of profound, and 
univerſal Tranquility. oa 00 he 


"Then C eljus (ays, That the Chriſtians 

are guilty of wretched . Sophiitxy,, when 

, : they have the Confidence to ſay,» «tht 
'he, whom they affirm, .to be the Son of 

God, was the VERY: ETERNAE 

WORD. And he thinks this is ute 

anſwerable. | BY Ta: gong ol] 


IE" {fays he) ibfcad, of. [that 

Pare , ana Holy Word, which we 'e#s 

sS ſpetted they" won'd give oY am Account 
of, they only xell #5 of; a: miſerable. Maty 

F- ad ſeandalugs, Wretsh, 1ithat ended this 
"81 | [Days upon a Croſs,” whick:y was: certainly 
| | : The TN ae weak . 16 well; ar\.; painful 
Death, 
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Wes, that he wes: poſſi Ns _ hs 
C ra, 


$ - But this Ob -Qion has 5h already . 
x and 'T have plainly ſhew*d, 
i "that The Fir ſt-born of every, pCreetere 
was pleas'd f0 aſſume a Human Boa, 
and Soul; that at the Creation of the 
| W orld, God gave's politive,:and firict 
CE Command, and-ithe Perſon, who: was 
F "concern'd in its honourablez”%and ſpeedy 
Execution, was no other than he 
ELIVING, and C O- ETERNAL 
WORD. 3:4 | tr 1G:48]-* 
Fz- And: fince my Buſinefs at! preſen 
n to 'calk-to a pretended Jem,ul Hall 
quote a Paſſage out of theOle: 'Feſtas 
| Meat,  v:z.. He ſent HIS'WOR D:; Pal, ror, 
| and head m, and acliverd * em Jyou V. 20! 
_ a 7 Deftructtons. 
Fa What Cetſas adds, in the Perſon of 
a Jen, That if this was the Word, that 
was he Son of God, we heartily agree 
with 304, 15 more th21 1 ever heard any 
Efew acknowledgs , tho? Irhave' fre- 
gently convers'd; ade difputedz”wich 
thein.wnott Ceich: aced DoRtors:*. - 
> have alrcady prov'd,' that.'our 
| Befed Saviour - was no\ Magician, nor 
| Filer dmpoitor, and I don't think fit, to 
imitate. Celſws, 1n us frequent and 
| ridieulous E aolagies; 0R 


a TY ' $388 


Y 3 | Coke 


_ - 


F E T: us fee now;-whit he has to 
day, againſt the Account we 


| have; of the GzxNzarocvy of our 
Sf #, JO AFR 1h | 


_ Here one, wowd think, he night 
ſeaionably have mention'd the Dif: 


poi the” Chriſtians themſelves 


ve. often had ; by reaſon of the 


1::ming' Diſagreement , thar there is 


between the ſeveral Evangeliſts\, in 
tis, important  Aﬀair. Bur wich all 


ereaulous, as $0 take any Notice of him. 
Lin 2 And 


44 4 

þ Fs % 
b, 
; 


/ 


Z** aint 


OR (Hays he )**\u 4 litehy ad 511 
greed {ber the'C hriſtians can ſaallow any 
| Thing ') that tht Carpenters Wife was 
hevaen, from jo' Noble 4 Rate, and, 
| lth "is move "unactonntable', that ſhe 
i ſelf ſhow's tow wy of the 
* fatter.” 


bs 4 


- But: pray whicr% this to the Afﬀaic 
in” Hand ? Suppoſe ſhe was igno- 
+ 3 that ſhe came from a Noble 
Does, what I-beſeech youz-can you 
 jofer from thence, to the Prejudice of 
| Chriftianity? Might it-not be true, 
that ſhq was remorely deſce hes. 
| the common Parents'sf Matkidd, and 
- more immediately from the Kings 
F «ach, whether Me knew it, Fa 
And: pechay $ Celfue' thinks, that all 
Z the Anceſtors ps Ceſk Perſon , ''whiv is 
—opprefs'd with Poverty,, Mult of 
Courſe: reſemble-him in Condition, 
and” rhat all the: mes. of a King 
did infallibly attain to. Royal Dignizy. 
Bur. *iwou'd be Loſs . ims, £9 re- 
turn an Anſwer, to ſuch ridiculous 
 Difcourſe as this. For the Age-in 
| Which our” Lor is (caſt, will 'furtiſh 
'S Us, with innumerable Inſtances - ' of 
Perſons, who fcame of a Rich ,. and 
| Noble Family, and ' yet by forms un- 
Lo happy RENE -or other, were foon 
| V-4 - noe 


1. «| aty KGAE 
Qurataed 1 - Eo 
Or eNG ave been ad; 
WY *by ſome Sudden, and: Re- 
markable. Turn of -Provideaee, to the 


HlghcGFBiteh of Exeenny Grandeur. 
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FIHEN be Fn in "lis © Cavilling 


12 Ways: Proyggohee did | your; Jeſus 
contigs MPa A. _Grehtgy. 44 
1any Wax <1 orthy;, of 4 i. Dia: 4 
affiei lth. Kar and. di pA. H#e5 
moſti POUS* Meyſwregd 2. v0 A 
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1 Fo chis bf ” ofa. chac we are told 
12 the Goſpels, that the Earth, ſhook, 
the; .Rocks, were rent, .the}. Grayes 
wars open'd, the Vail-of. the; Tempis 
Ayas Tent 10 Tea Sun, ſuffer'd 3n 
Eclipſe! 10g Be hart pes. cover'd 


wal 4] $lick Tock: eva fuch.,2s 
mags: bg; tl fel, we PuWsre dome. of 


tg 
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""Ociter againſt Celfos. 


the . idy/a/ Cirogm|t ances , that; at- 


 tended- the moſt. bitter P-ſ/ion of our 
© Bleſſed Lora. | And. I think., Celſme 


aud . have diſcover'd much -more 
of an .ingenuous yt if initead 
of relying oa the Authority of the 
+ Evangeliits, only when they offer any 


+ | Klyog, that makes,'as he rhinks, for 


the Cauſe, which he eſpoules, he had 
either wholly rejected che Golpels , 
or £hles wholly admitted. 'em, and had 
bus chankfully.danjc dl. the\ Ames ESL 
Cond:jcenſion of the ETERNAL 
Wt R Dy; Wi: Wibiogly beeametlly- 
Lhe wirhoflio cecat Detign , :co 


6 TE i ;Depaheture X Wotldagi: ' nos 
By ti z 


Ryvings Þhotheir barit,, Apo» 
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by”, | Nature 


{tapcs, that-makesbtor the: Honour 
our: Bleſſe d Sawourcis thus;* viz. Thar 
NPY 7, 4 -Diitince 0! Trine.,; His 
has;1lucb an Ad;nioable Vir- 
mu that it 1nfallibly, aut eafily cares 
the..moit dangerous! Dittempers, 'boch 
of. Body, and: Mind. And as for the 
Sympathy," which the Sun, if 1 may 
ſo ſay, diſcover'd, when the Sun of 
Righteoufneſs'it IF wes ſuffering a 
more, dreadiul Ecliple , which. hap- 
pen!d in the: Reign of the Emperor 
Tiperics ; and as tor the ſtupid Earth, 
- Which trembPd',. when the God of 
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Euripid, 


Bacc. 


Nature cob _ was cv 
expire; We have: the'concurrir Te 
iimony of Phlegon, if T miſtake- 
in the Thirteenth Book of his hrs 
nicoh., THe 6 | 
|  Theh the Jew, thinking to ridicule - 
our Saviour, quotes hole Words of 
Bains 1 Sap not | 


| | FO Oh I ple 
| Hoddink for my Reſeue daigns to inter poſe. 


But hers in the: firſt Place, I can't 
but make. this obvious Remark ; 
that the. Jews, of all Peop le 'in' the 
World,: are leaſt fond of he Heathen 


Poets.” However for up well ſup- 
0 


rae our Few, to-differ from "all- tis 
ntry-men, and -t0-\exprefs @*ſin- 


gular AﬀeRion, for" the Learning” of 


the Greeks, And; ask him: 4-whe- 
ther, according to the: Rules of any 
Logick, that he ever read, it ev'n eertis 
to, follow , that; becauſe our Swbi0%r 
didn't avoid his Sufferings, he condn 
have freed himfelf [from %em y Af he 
pleas'd.... 

[ think, he oright much rather to 
believe, what ; 5 related: to us 1n-'the 
AQs of the Apoſtles; *that an Angel 
ſhook of $t. Perer's Chains, and deliver'd 
him from-Prifon, and\-chat-Pas/ and 

Stl.ts, 


% 


” Origen againſt CaI/ſw. gr 
” Silas, who were put into the Stocks, 
at Pbilipp/, a City of Macedozra, e(- 
cap'd out of Priton by a Miracle , 
and much more wou*d the Pawer of 
God live been engag'd, to preſerve 
- our Sawiorr, trom the grievous © Sut- 
_ ferings, which he underwent, if the 
Decrees of Heav'n, and the Reaſon 
of Things hadn't confpir'd, if I may 
ſo ſay, to render *em moſt highly ne- 
ceflary. + | 
For ought I know, Celſus wou'd be 
ready to ridicule thoſe Stories, or 
perhaps might never take the Pains 
| to read *em, fince in-all Probability 
- if he had ever minded %em at all, he 
wow'd ' preſently have refoly'd em, 
as he do's our Saviour's WO it- 


£ 


to the Power of Magick. 

"Then | Celſw has the following 
Words, The  Perjow that . condenn'd 
your Pretended Saviour, giar'r ew- 
dure & Puniſhment, comparable to that 
of Penthenus, who was deprind of His 
Senſes, and torn to Preces, 


But he's ſo horribly ignorant, as 
not to know, that Pate, conliderd 
in his Publick Capacity, was , not . ſo 
properly concern'd, in Condemning 
our Bleſſed Saviour , as the Whole 
Body of the Yewiſþ Nation, which, 
we 
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| Origen againſt Celſuc 


+ we. ſee, is for that Reaſon diſpers'd, 
Fa oyer the whole habitable World/"and 
ſuffers: a far worſe Diltraction,, than 
. ever Penthews did. 

Bur why do's. he, make no Kforkioa 
at all of the troubleſome Dreamy. that 
the Wife of the Roman Governor had, 
infomuch that. ſhe faid to: her Hus- 

"Meh band ,, : Have thoe nothing to. 'do' with 
* '7" that jeft Man ; \ for-l have ſuffer" d\ mary 
rate this Dy in 4 aps vecanſ of 

17s , 

Then he Jjeaves.x out: thoſe . Thin 
that are evident, . and uithih. 
Proofs of the Divinity of our a 
our's Perſon, and Commiſſion, 4and 
takes Abundance of Pains, to ';dreſs 
up the, LORD of GLORY-ina 
Fool's Moat, by the diſadvantageous, 
and crous .cRelation, which he 
gives,;.of tn bprrid Aﬀronts,y/| that 
were offer d | hing,,. vis. The, Scarlet 
Wore Fn? they. ppt upon, him, 10 4 

ay.,ot.. Mockery ;.the Crown. of 

Thorns, that- they. put upon his Head, 
and the Reed, that..they put into his 
Hand.. - 

Bur it may not..be amiſs, to ask 
you. the is, Queſtion, From 
whence cou'd pi learn theſe Things, 
bur from thoſe Fe Goſpels,. which 

ou take the Liberty ro reject. at Plea- 
jure * Andit this be nab true Pay 
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of the Caſe, how-comes it to paſt be 
-ſeecti you, thatſuch Perſons as' you afc 
_ *can' take Occaſion; toi reflet*uporr our 
Savioar,' from thoſe very Paſſages of 
'Scripture, which, as -matiy others, with 
-grear Reaſon, judges" do leave an Fer- 
nal- Brand of Infamy, on thoſe,” who 
fr WE ene” fp! pare A to inſult 
am ! he 


«I *think, you: ſhown rather LEnlle- 


the Remarkable Integrity , which 
appears ;* in thi (Writings of \the 
Evangeliſts, and be'i6IPd with's' Holy 
Awe; when you” conſider the” —_— 
;  Condeſcention of ' the-Bl:ſſed- Jeſter,” who 
- ſeald : his Doctrine, wit his moſt 
precious Blood.” For we have no 
Account,... that, .after-the. Sentence. of 
Condemnation was paſs?d upon hin), 
he made the leaſt Complaint, or ever 


- utter'd, a Word, that ev'n ſeem'd to 


be unwaorthy of theTGreateft# Hero , 
that the World cou'd ever boaſt of. 


Thien Celſws ſays; 1One'wodhl think, 
has wow ,. if over, the had fair Oppor- 
unity, r0\give full Proof of his pretended 


Deity, and in the Face, if 1 mayifo\ſay, of 


the whole habitable World, to be reveng "Ad 


TY 


of he: Jews for: 4he'' baſe Afronts,” | which - 


noun ſeewere offer'd, both ro: him, and 10 + 


his Dear! [3-hetow'd, ard hy he rgs 242 
##ther. 
But 


DN uk I o_ thoſe "of ” Greeks, 
belie whicye an. Ower-ruling  Prowi- 
rant that Miracles: havg 
PE Brays why dent -the 
ons. ke that Advantage 
{( as, on. Lan  eparke is he wight £all- 
ly..do ) "which js plainly. giv'n; him, 
wy y hoſe innumera le, and' great. AL 
ronts, which are daily offer'd: him, 
RON bold Afſertors ofa Blip Fa- 
fa 
And when they return an Anfy oy 
to this ſingle Queſtion, all the py 
meats, . which they. rings, way: 08 collly 
be retorted on themſel Vee. 


Cnr. XXUIL 


” HE N fays:the pretended: Few, 

What ! Shall we ſay, thats this 

Fellow On WAs."SrMcIf"A Sama 
Do. has 


Hom. 11. Such Blood, As from. ho immortal God Ws s 
1. $oV+ 340 | ( flow! 


- This | 


" Orige aginft Calc. - 
LA we muſt ſu 
tt 4; hg alien. Way of Their, 


ſeems to. me..$0 be his peculiar 


Bur wn; ſhall ſhow, that the Evange- 
lifts, who relate theſe Matters, with 
= ROIIng Gravity, and prudent 
, have left behind **M.. a true 
-ſufficiear Account , of the moſl 
pL TRY Paſſages, that occur'd , 
let Celſs lay what he pleaſes, to 
| the contrary. They acquaint us, 
that the Blood, which flow'd from 
our Savzour's Body, was not fabu- 
lous , like that, which Homer ſpeaks 
but that foon after he: expur'd, 
One of the Souldiers with 4 Spear pterc'd john rg, 
his. Side, and forthwith there came out V-34, 35- 
Blooa, _ ater, and he that ſaw it 
| bare Record ,, and his Record # ;rrac , 
and he. buows that be ſays [rRe. 
In + Dead Bodies , *tis common 
for the. Blood to ſtagnate, and we 
- dot uſe, to ſee Water trickle down 
from the Veins ; .but when: our S4- 
VOUT. WAS dead, Water, and Blood 
flaw'd from his pierced Side, in 2 
| prafer-garural Way. And if inftead of 
—_— an improper, and forc'd Sence, 
|. upon Jome Paſſages in the Goſpels , 
p: n= thereby ſeeking all roſfible. Oc- 
caſian, to reproach our ' Seviaur, and 
tis Followers , one wou'd but dili- 


gen tly 
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gently, Yo. "and ini paktizlly confider* he 
{range Events, whith are 'there*rel4 
ted, "Sik might” +eallly © perceive,” at 
the Centurion ,. and they who'*x ere 
2t to watch the = Body: of au 
Sa01087, (who had'BednF; Wine 
of the (Eagi-q uake; * nd many = 
ſarprizins Acids; that ha ppeie 
at that Tims } were \ſtruck With le 
9 27-unufuzT” Terror," and faid, ns 
ta OO the” T0 N* of TODD: ne: 
| Then otir Bigorted Adverſaty, who 
only reads the Goſpels, ' with" De- 
ſign to *'pick' up ſome” Scraps 'of em 
here and there, which, as he fondly 
imagines, \do make for "the Intereſt, 
whiclHhe eſpouſes, ridicules our Sevi- 
oar ,"\on the _ Account of the Gall, . 
and" Vinegar, that was giv! him to 
drink. w* q | 
He ''1rs ſo very "rhirſh, ſays * he! has 
he” greed; iy drank of the birrer D#%ught: 
in abfwer to 'this 3/1 might eatily 
ſhow,**that that AGion'-of our rod 
dar Wiladmit of att Allegorical' Sence, 
and! maſt by no Means be'confird 
to the bare literal Ihterpretdt36A of 
the'Words. But -I-'chobſe at preſents 
ro'return a more" general Atſwct; $0 
this vile; ind notorious Caltt#ttiy! +#£: 
Thar this'Relation ' of 'the Evangelifts 


Fm agrees, with what was Tore- 
told, 


en ed nalftiiiiadg'? 05 oo grucd 2x od 6 that 
% 7 , SS SLE i . 
4 Os 4 ", i nk *%, 


” Origen againſt Celſu.. 97 


told, under the Old - Teſtament- Diſf- 
-penfation, For in the 69th Pſalm , 
The Mefliah is brought in fpeaking 
the following Words , They gave me 
alſo Gall for my Meat, and in my Thirſt 
they gave me Vinegar to arink.- 

Now let the Jews acquaimt us , 
| who it is that the Propherical Plalmitt 
os of, and name any other' Per- 
an, recorded in any Hiſtory; whe- 
_ ther ,Sacred, or Prophane', who had 
Gall, and Vinegar, giv'a hiav to driok-; 
or,. let *em freely. acknowledge, that 
what 15 here related was. .predicted, 
as, what wou'd certainly betall thar' 
Perſon, whom we believe» to be the. 
TRUE MESSIAH, and: then 
we. come upon *em , and ask : *eny 
this natural Queſtion, how. .comes it. 
to paſs, Gentlemen, rhat you {hou'd 
\ be 1o loth, ro ſee YOUR OW N 
PROPHECIES accompliſh'd, for: 
which you have delervedly fo pro-. 
found a Veneration? s HA. 

And methinks, an impartial En 
Quirer into Truth ſhou'd icarce need 
any other Argument, to convince 
| him , that our Blefſed Saviour was. 
the Perſon, who was all along fore- 
| fold, than this, chat in; him all the 
| Few Prophecies concerning \the Me/- 
ph were ſo exattly fulfil'd. - 
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T” HUE N' Celſu's. Jew ' addrefſes: 
'N'' himſelf to us, in the following 
ords: "Do tlyou” really: believe ( en 
you who-are-jo'apt to- fmullow any Thing, 
that is 1propod'' to you? by - ſome People, 
how ridiculous \forver -it may. be ) 1 ſa, 
do. yout'really- believe, -that "we "do ill, in 
wot acknowledging your pretended $S A- 
V:IO U*R 29% be 'G Of'D;,, and wor 
looking" wipon' him, as: one ' who" ſacrific'd 
his Life, for the General | Advantage of 
the Humeze Race, with this' great De 
ſigng WT.) others, 'to' fet' us 4a Bright 
Example of Patience, under the efflicting 
Hand of Almighty God. + 201 


: T6 this.I anfwer;-'that we juſtly. 
blime *em 3 becauſe tho? they were 
born, in-#-Land' of Light, and edu- 
cated in'the Knowledge of the: Law, 
and 'the-Prophets, which ſhow'd! have 

been” School-gtafters, to have-brought 
7m unto-Chr/t, they” can't anſwer. 
| the 


OI i CT. 
os. a a0 2 ES 


the. folid Arguments, which we bring} 
againſt *em, and; yet will obſtinately. 
perfilt in” their wretched Unbelief , if 
the , Grace of God don't, fealonably ,, 
and remarkably interpoſe in cheir, Bee . 
Farther, we have great Cauſe:ro. 
blanc em*, becauſe. they will, nor. fee 
that- rhe numerous, and great Advan- 
goes, Which the Followers of oar Blef- 
ſa Lord did moſt certainly reap, from 
the Heavenly Inſtrattions which he gave , 
ty, were an, undemiable Argument, 
[Ul {he allun”'d Humane Nature, with. 
Kind, and generous Intention, to pro- 
mote our common Tutereſt, and *cwas 


s 


not Tis, Deſign at his, rſt Appearance 
g_the World, immediately to .diſtri- | 
ite icompleat Rewards, and 1nflict »; 
meTevereſt Puniſhmeats on Men, ac-, : 
wording to their good or bad Beha- 
vour, but to have his Doctrine pub- 
yd to the moſt diſtant Parts, as 
the Prophets had moſt expreſfly forc-: 2 
wid, and to that happy End to ac-. "A 
Ompany , the Preaching. of -the Apo- = 
fles with an irreſiſtible Power. 
Farther, they juſtly incur our Cen- 
lure, by re{ufing to believe lus Miracles, 
winch fo evidently carry'd with em 
the StamHy of a Divine Authority, avd 
laying, T7 hat he caſt Ott Devits, b Dis 
dub, the Priace of Devils, 
Y R 2 Laft 
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'izen againit_ Celfus. | 
' Leftly, We think they render'd 
themſelves highly obnoxious to the 
_ juſt 'Vengeance of Almighty God, 
by treating him as a Slave, and a 
Vagabond, which was" an odd Re- 
uital of the Kindneſs, which he 
ſhow'd tm, in cauſing the Goſpel 
to be preactvd, to every -City, and 
,Village, throughout the Land of Ju- 
Pg ets | 
For there was nothing. mean, or 
in any Reſpefts / unworthy of his 
Character, in all the ſad Farigaes 
which he underwent, but on the 
contrary , *twas a great, and highly 
Henoarable Attion , truly, and every 
Way worthy of an incarnate God, to 
ive wholeſome Precepts,. with a li- 
eral Hand, to fuch Perſons, as 
were capable, of receiving Inſtru&i- 
en trom him. 


What Celſws's Jew adds, .is moſt. 
notorioutly talle,, Not being able, ſas 
ht, auring the whole Coarſe of his Life, 
- o much as to prevail with his owe 
Diſciples, to adhere to him, he was it 
lajt wery ſeverely puniſh'd, as I hope al 
the World is by ibis Time ſufficient) 
inform'd. | / | 


Burt pray what was it, that 
Er-atiy Excited the Rage, and. Envy 
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of the Chief Prieſts, Elders; and 
> KF Scribes among the Jews, but the 
, \ Conſideration of the vaſt Numbers 
: KF of People, that follow'd our B!-{jzd 
. -Savioar , ev'a into Defarts, ſome of 
e | em being ſtrangely charnyd , with 
| I "the tweet, and Heavenly Expreſſions, 
] *that dropt from his ſacred Lips, and 
- &F -others* convinc'd by the Mirattes, 
-which- he had wrought, which fll'd 
r 8 "the Minds of his moſt 1aveterate Ene- 
s FF "mes, with equal Malice, and Aſto- 
s  *niſhment? And how apparemly falte 


T 


e | ire''thoſe Words; which follow, [Thar 

/ BW be coudn't prevail with his own Diſci- 

5 BW ples, ro adhere to him, but they gave 

0 i 0d evident Proofs, of the Fratlty of their 

- BW Natnre, by their wretched Cowardize ? 

S$ MW For what Malignant Influence fozver : 
- BY their irregular Fear might; have'up- 


on their Minds, which were not 


" yer duely fortify'd, againſt the vio- 

t. W Jenr” Shocks, of outward , ard ap- 

s & proaching Calamitics, they were. ful- 

8 Þ farisfy'd in rheir own Minds, and EE 
» Were ready, for the moſt Part, to by 

t | 


profeſs, 'that our Bleſſed Saviour was 
I F © ho -other, thani' the TRUE MES- 
BE STAH: © -- 
| = Por St. Peter had no ſooner deny*d 
- his Lord; bur firuck with the Hor- 
OS raur of his - Crime, He wenr out, Mit 26, 


1 and wept bitterly, as St. Mathew tells MS. 
" | RX 3 | US, 
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102 ""Otss: RY; Celſas 
4 u3., and | thoſe of his Diſciples, that 
- we react of, who :retain'd a n5rofound 
Refi p2Ct for their. Lotd, and Maſter, 
bat Were a little amaz'd., and for 
the preſent, ſhock'd, by conſidering 
the fad” Calamities, which betel him, 
regain'd that., Nazme ! Conrage , - when 
he appearjd, to; *em, ,after his, Trinms 
phant Refaiveltion. - Nay, , they, nc 
' only. bcliev'd, | he .was;. the. SON OF 
GOD z: bur, Were: eoplion'g, UN -the þ 
Sriſtias. Faith , and - became ' more ; 
Couragiaus , than ,ever., -under.'the 
happy .Coadutt 'of the great 5! GAPGain E 
of. bt Una 1 "43H 


+4 "KO Ip 


4.thinks, 5 appears S by. py | 
Sh 8 his Diſcourls, there was mo Nl 
has ESIeweT 10.0 in, our. Saviguts Dq- 


Aripe, pon Nun om Regularity, and Str Y 
I Eee nels,.. obſervable, 10..his Morals. fuj 
= | Heat t0. $9.0dyancebin Above other, Men, | - 


| ». Contrary, to haraQer, | 
Gr 6g Ons, bs, Se Fs ood to have : 
dy:d at, Ro) At lealt | there. au 4 
have. been moth ing igzhis Death,.thu | . 
might. jnullly induce -us;, tg Ns ct p7 
our; : Lives; : when,Occaſion offers, fc 
the Sake of our moſt Holy 3. af 
But..zo .ms, 1 contefs; this ſeems. tq be 
a Notion, not a litt A rae oi of the 
t Learning, and good. gnch, ov Ph A 
bei. a Blalofophres (IP 


SIA EL 


OR Saint Coffs. 


On the contrary , our Sevioar, Wi, 
dying for Mankind, has ſet us a 
) 
BB -Bright- le of Patience, under 
all che Sufferings, ro which the Pro- 
\ vidence of God may. call us, for the 
"Sake of, the- /I'ruec Religionz, ,.in Op- 
ficion to the ungrounded Prejudices, 
Which the Generality of Mea are too 
apt to labour under, who arg. Natu- 
Tally] ready ro'ipay Divine abr ation, 
" x05rhe- moſt ' Infienificant rifle, ra- 
| So then the Swreme, . and/ Fruty- 
dar able Majefty, and wiewing'' Per- 
_ ſons, and Things, ii» a falſe, or -very 
perfect Lightg>are iwrerchedBlyfland 
| frequently miſtikenan che Judiment, 
Which they paſs upon; 'em.;;iFos: the 
-preatelt Inſtance | of the preteided 
Pigry., of choſe: Bigots. ro: TdotattY} is 
0. leyel all-their, Wir, and ©Malice, 
at thoſe Well meaning, and” Truty- 
Teligious. Per ſons, - who from 'a 'deep 
Sente!! bo) of their andiſpenſible! Duty, 
ve. Exirely. deyofed- themſelves: « 
fy, i. 4nd, Living. Sacrifice,” to - the 
zrear, \Creator, and .Supreanm; Govere" 
- Nor of the Univerſe, 
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Car XXV. _ 


J5 E N_ Celſus, in the Perſon & 
_ the pretended Few, continuss 
- his Charge, agaiaſt our Bleſſed Savicur, 
1a the Glowing Words., Toxr Jeſus 
couldn't keep himſelf | free from Evil. 
- But I think he wou'd do very well, 
ro inſtance in any MORAL EV 1L, 
that- might juſtly: be: charg'd- upor 
him. VN? LED 
It he means, that our Saviour was 
guilty .of ſome Vice, or other, (which 
muſt: be his> Meaning , or elfe 'tis 
plain, that he ralks very improperly ) 
**will lye upon this vile Caviller, to 
name. any ane. Vice, if: he can, -that 
ever ftain'd the Life, and obſcurd 
. the Bright Charafter of the HOLT 
But if his Meaning be no more 
than this, that our Bleſſed Lord him: 
jelf was expos'd to: many outward, 
and grievous CALAMITIES, 
Juch . as * Poverty , ' Perſecution ,' the 
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Orrgen againſt Celſus. 1og 


Treachery of wicked Men, and eſpe- 
cially the ſhametul, and painful Death, 
which he ſuffter'd on the Croſs, then I 
y think, we may, with equal -Juſtice, 
bring in a ſevere Charge, againſt fo 
rear a Man as Sverates, who, with 
all his Philoſophy, and Moral Vir- 
te, cowdn't avoid falling into. innu- 
merable external Dangers. And how, 
many of the Greek Philoſophers cou'd 
I eafily name, who were not only 
oppreis'd with extreew Poverty , but 
? made it the Matter of their ae. 
liberate Choice. ' 
For Proof of this, we may have 


Recourlſle, ro their own _ Celebrated 
Authors. | — 
| They tell us, that Democrirus was ? E 
fo. rak*a up; with Nobler ,Thoughts, , 
= E that he had no Leifure--Hours, to 


FF 1" bÞeitow upon his Farms, that Crares 
gave away the Income of his whole. 
Eſtare, with ' the greateſt Freedom 
imaginable, that he might have the 
better Opportunity, for Philoſophical 
Speculations, and. that Dyogenes, que 
of his firange Frugality , was con- 
rented, to ſpend his Life in a Tub; ln. 
and yet no Man, I think, of com- 3 
mon Sence, will, for that Reaſon , I 
entertain hard Thoughts, of ſo. ex- 
cellent a Perſon, + £ N 


Then 


Thea Cehiv adds , That aur Se 
viour ,was far from being regular, aud 


unblameable. 


"But let him give an Inſtance, if 
he can, of any . one, among the 
Numerous Followers of our Sew0z7, 
who ever obſery'd, him, ww, Qo..an 
unworthy AGion, or if he :refuſes 
to. rely on their united Teitimony , 
I think, *tis fif., he ſhou'd acquaint 
'usS , With the Grounds, on which he 
builds his unjuſt, and heavy Charge. 

'Tis  yery unlikely, ( to fay.. uo 
more, ) that our Savioer ſhow'd. be 
guilty of the leaſt Breach, of ; any 
Promiſe, that he ever made, if we 

conſider, how much, and how readily 
be © cohſulted the true Intereſt | of 
his Followers., T mean. the. Welſare 
of their Precious, and | Immortal 

And when we ce, that, the re- 
markable, and unlikely Events, which 
he foretold,- at _ ſome_ Diſtance *oi 
Time" from | their | Accompliſhmear , 
have exaQly an{wer'd, his Prediction, 
that his Doftrine *is, publiſh'd,,to all 
the Nations of the. World, and that 
they, who have embrac'd it, have, 
meerly oa that Account, beea broughr 
befare Governours, and Kings; we 
OM | can't 


bs » Aiinlt 2] 
can't, but be flfd with -a-i Holyr. Ad- 
miration ,.and... encourag'd 5a thave 
our, (firm, agd,ieatire . Nependande;, 
Tg his fo Wings 4.Irreſi- 
ible. ;Power , ; And. Unjverfal raven 


ae "Arjd ſure & a ; that Cells bing 
ſell CRiV't,, £ þ any defire.,:40have 
greater Evidence , of the Lruih,.of 
.- ny: Dactr; vine, -the a..thar, which our 
o 73047 has, , giv n..us q of the-Lruth 
..the Gaſp: el. 5 Ut be +; Yo he {0 
weetchediy , ighopans. pt. thy: Ingarnas 
Wi T7 754 ET. Gp AL: W1Q RD, 
IH to: A 6c if pars che ,H UMA N R 
R it, W A : uy d. by 
hin, ſhau'd, 0h bej, ſubje&,.to-zhe 
| Calamines., bas ;Atzgnd 
Jumane, Life, and by. Conſequence, 
r0imagine, that, we 9g. wagr. 9 
Shteſt, Example, _ Submiſſipg r9 
"Will , -ot., God ,.. that, any] Mor 
- Er... GAVE. | nerd” ane! 
Ma f _ IRS 4 if wy may be 
calPd 1o, has can poſſibly be af- 
ſign'd , for ſuch an extravagant 
(omen; is this, that Celſs eſteems 
PAIN the GREATEST #E- 


VIL, and PLEASURE the 
HIGHEST GOOD. 


& -, 
* OY 
” & % 3 i _ 


 Calamities, to which he was ex 


And + here he &'4 Stiain be- 
yond moſt of the | hiloſophers. them- 
telves,” 1 mean, of thoſe that believ'd 
an Over-raling Providence, and allow 
Conrage , and Conſftanty , and the like 
Endowments , a Place among * the 


MORAL VIRTUES, which 


are at once ſo Neceſſary : and ſo Or- 
namental. 

And our Seviour was fo far, from 
ſubverting the Foundation of our 
Faith, by the various, and Fe] 
and which in "the Eveat did- befall 
a that T think, "he has tak'n” the 

effeftual Method, eo confirm it, 
if v we can but divert -our Thoughts, 
from the ſhocki Calamitics, that at- 
tend” Humane Life, ro the Bright 
Objeas, and Glorious Entertajnments 
of he Future State, in which we 
ſhall look, with an Holy Difdain, up- 
on Jin, Satan, and this lower World. 
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Ch. 2. EVE 


'T HEN Celts has the following 
Words, Swrely you will not have 
the Confidence to ſay, that your JESUS, 
being unable to work upon the Minas 
of 'Thew, in the wretched World, im which 
we live, went down to Hell it (elf, to 
ſee if he cou'dn't make Converts there. 


But our Sevidur when he was here 4 
on Earth, had ſo many, and ſuch zea- 2 
lous Followers, that, for that Reaſon, 
he had abundance of Enemies, 2nd 
when he was ftript, as it were, of 
his Humane Body, did converſe with 
Naked Spirits, 'in the Infernal Region, 
to.make Converts of thoſe, that were 
capable, of Faria duly wrought on, 
by his powerful. Miniſtry, and there- 
by of anſwering the DEEP DE- 
SIGNS, of is ETERNAL, and 
UNIVERSAL LOVE. © 


Whar Cel{iws Jew adds is, I think, 
very ridiculous. If (ſays he) after 
| you 
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you have tamely ſuffer'd your ſelves, to 
be led aſide, Rr C os of prodi- 
gi0us-Fools,- you think you need no other 
Apology, than « few Pityfal Arguments, 
en your own Defence, Pray why mayi't 
all thoſe Sconnarets, and Villains, ( that 
like your JESUS heve been publick- 
ly executed, according to the juſt De- 
merit. of . their Crimes ) be accounted 


Perfons,who had the Broad-Seal of Heavn? | 


But nothing, in_ my Mind, can be 
more 'clear,, than the wide Difference, 
between the, Exemplary Sufferings" of 
our 'Bleſſe# Savioar, "and. the inſt Be 
cution of thoſe, who have been con: 

 demn'd as Impoſtors, or puniſh'd for 
ſome ſcandalous Crime. ' And fure*L 
am, that no'Man can fhew, with any; 
Colour of Reaſon; that {a Perſon can 
_ ever be rechim'd, from” the moſt ng- 
rorious: Crimes , . or. indeed from! arty 
Immorality, by the Help of Magick:. © 


Then the pretended. Jew ,” compa- 
ring our Seviour with'a Company, 
of High-way Men, ſays, That 'by « 
Parity .of \Reaſon 4 Perſon may huve the 
Impudence,' to fay, that "fach Fs Fligh-way 
Man, inſtead of being a Perſon of (0 
infamous, « Charatter , was no leſs than 
4 GOD, becanſe forjoorh he acquainted 
his carſed\ Crew beforc-haxd ," that' he 


ſhows 


* 38-8 (399 bs £2 tory 
2 B82 IL 5 "3 WII F 
& oF. $ AE <a {LM 
<-- % -CSFEL $5 > ot Be. ER". 
=. b , 


5 Re WOK on” 08 Is Dn I Ye PL FIG gn 2 gt] hs wy Lake, L 6 any Wh as Wy, 
+ re {06d » 4h i Mee © 9 "OO ads Ee - She Las 
T4 74 + . . | 6 } $7” 
4 . Rh * < Con ED] 
: OY 
” Origen againlt Celſys) 11; 
| «LS od. $7 LAG act 7-4, +: WF" A. 5 "I 
”d. ſbortl II th ; 
ſhou"d. ſhortly Jaffer ail thoſe grievous 


Cal amities, which in the Event did be-. 
fall him, q.. 


T6 this I anſwer, .in_ the firſt Place; 
that our Believing our Bleſſed Saviour 
to be, .the True Myſſiah is, not meerly, 
or chiefly founded, on his Fore-telling. 
the dreadful Sufferings, ._ to which he 
was expos'd, and which for our. ſakes: 
he reacily underwent. PLS! 

In the ſecond Place, I acknowledpe,. 
rhat the Holy Scriptures acquaint, us,: -v 
that tho* our Saviozr was, G OD: as 
well as MAN, yet He was number'd. 
with the Tranſgreſſors, that Barabbas, 4 
Robber, was releas'd, and our Saviour 
crucify'd , and plac'd hetween two 
Condemn*d Maleta&tors. And1I grant, 
that-if our Sayiour's Diſciples bore. 
any Reſemblapce to "Thieves, and if 4 
 *twas known in the Memory of Man, . © =< * 
that Petſons of that initamous Cha- A 
racter did readily expoſe themſelves po 
to the greateſt Contempt, and Scorn, _ 
and the worſt Treatment, that Hue . 
mage Wit, and Malice cou'd invent, 
and if they can rationally be ſuppos'® 
to do_ all this, from a juſt Regard to 4 
the Glory of GOD, and the. Holy -1 
Precepts of our *:B LESSED_RE- <Y 

DEEMER ; then. I confeſs, Celſws, 
wou'd have had fome Ground, jor, 
| Fol 23 ue 9 Oy 
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his 'bold., and 
ruon. © iy 
But our Sawiowr, who laid down 
his precious Life, as a Sacrifice for 
the 'Sins'of Men, and his fincere Diſ- 
23 ciples,” ( who, by.. their uaparalled 
hd Sufferings, bore an Honourable Tefti- 
8 Dany, to the Truth of his moſt. Ex- 


vo 
q 


cellear DoQrine, 'and were the only 
Ay : Perſons , whoſe bare Religion CVeEr 
> + brought 'em into Trouble ) uader- 
— ©” went the moſt violkat Perſecutions, 
from their Enemies, without the 
leaſt Colour of Reaſon, and contrary 
to the Known, and Fundamental 
Faws of Humanity. 
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\ ] OW. obſerve, how Ce!ſz. renders 
WJ himtelf ridiculous, by what .he 
s," of the fiacere Followers of our 

Lord, Dating the greatef Part of 


his © Life, Says he, they convers'd wit 
him; in a Faemilias Manner, and ſeem'd 
ro” liftew ro the Inftradtions, which he 
give *em, but withal, were ſo canning, 
a | that, 
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thats: whets' they ' ſaw / he mas condemn'd 1 
| dye}: they wou'd.utither dye mith... him; 
non: for; bim, aud were fo far, it. [eems,. 
 fram (putting in\Praffice that '; wholſuns 
| Dottrine, which thety Maſter had taught. 
"em, viz. Chearfully tp  enconneer; the. 
| greateſt | Difficaltyes, awd Dangers, and 
| 10 be: ready \8/'n #0: dye, for the fake of 
| their Religion, that they ſhamefully. deny'd.. - 
hit, and: dida't twuy «ny Mavt)rs, the, 7 
' imaginary Honour of \ laying down. their 


7 Here: Celſwv- takes. the Hint from the 
| Goſpels, |-and aggravates ſome. Faults 
ofthe: Dijciples,, -with, a- Deſign, no 
| doupt;4a0 expole. ihe Chriſtion Relagion.to 
| Contemps, nog-\epnidering. they, were 
| jaſtenter'd, iot0 the School :of C riff » 
har!) memtioning ons Syllable of, cheir 
* Recovery, from their grievous, Falls, 
which was -ſo- remarkable, thas;they 
| preach'd the | Gaſpsl/boldly,, and ſut- 
| ter'd: abundance of. Hil-rreatment, - at 
the! Hangs of the "Jevs, and had the 

| Courage, ito. welcome, and ev'n dety 
& Death, in-its molt horrid Shapes, ., 
| perceive, he: didn't care at all,, vo take 
Notice of what: our Se3-106r'forerold-ro 
St. Peter, When thou fhilt be 01d, thou ſba/t 
| ffiretch forth thy Hands. Nor of thoſe "= "I 
| Wards, This pake he, ſignifying by what » fates 
Death he ſbou'd g/oriſy God. 
Y | He 
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ns not 006 Word of'S It. - Jamar 
the* Brother 'of St: "John," 'nor of the 
Jatter,, and ſeems to"be-ignorant;"thar- 
Heyod kilPd John the Baptiſt with the 
Swott, becauſe: heebore Teſtimony to' 
the. T rath"of Chriſt, Nor! do'#he do 
St. Perer, -and the-reſt 'of the Apoſtles 
fo much Juſtice, : as"to- mention: theip: 
flaiing. Zeal, in ſpreading the Goſpel 
of *our © Saviogr , and to give us.an 
AQts 15, Account,'-how ' They departed from \the 
V- #1- Preſence of the Comneit, - rejoicing, that 
they were counted worthy fo ſuffer Re- 
proath for" his "Name-; where 'rhey 
vaſtly: exceeded alt that is: ; 
the ny wer .of ' ithe od _— 
ing*the- Cour _ pnſtaney-c 
ter joſy-adrns d! yards) p 
Die. that'we -plaitly® ſee, . that'ifroin 
very Infancy of: Lbriltianton 
embrac'd 46y7 were! effectually 
taught * by it, "0! deipile the 
Vanities of the* preſent” Life, (Cv 
rhe greatelt Part' & \Mankind Loriel 
ro /be-fo charming 740d agreeable) 
and” to have the” incere Defires' of 
their*$ouls moſt' vehemently canry'd 
ut, after another Life,  which- 1s: tar 
more- excelent Is apt gn a: word:,. ts 
every” way worthy wof "of 'a _ qr 
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thac when” he was on Earth in' Pe 

font, he made deep Impreſſions on 
the 


LO 


" F 
« Y s 4 KIFRYO *% gui 
"PE | Ws. 4 &A4 E FE _ J 


neſ'y A LP. XXVILL 1 


# «4 
F# v4 2 L & 21120 OY? 
137 }1! | 6 4t un : % 


NY 


vidende 
| ” 


= ofi'<s, 4, tew of which Lv8ve, 


. OR d. a # \ VP — "4% "*abs-- 4 . $; ? x %* "oo 
L5 p TE. a * - 
TS 2 #* # Au 4-4 A £ 24 , »# oc. b . 
oy p , . 
£ "TP 
£5 4 5 » Th Þ ®\ 
\ . 


; F. 
A TRUE ook cet 
- * in ſome other 'Treatiles, if 
G OD: ſhall be pleagd to afford 
-me that” Meafure-of the Affiſtance 
_ of his Spirit, that will be neceſſary, 
to accompliſh my Deſi ign. 
ON = be 
Thid,' y "ied if We ' were: { -weak, 
as to believe, pra I wriny 
re Suffering . on the Croſs, was ui- 
wore Sefrivg ve, He was: the Vie 
| As he” Tex 
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the Part of one of the moſt viifair 
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' dence, Which the - Miracles of: our 
' Bleſſed Saviour , do ,, carry in'%em, 
. of the; Truth o&-our Holy Religion, 
' has the- Face, to 'miſrepreſent *em-to 
| the World, as done by meer Le- 
- gerdeinain , or rather by the Afſi- 
{tance of the Dewil,, 

| But this Pityful,- and Vile Cavil 
+t been ſo frequently anſwer'd, ac 


rding to my- ſlender Ability , _ that 
really, 3t quite tires my Patience, te 
repeat. Things ſo. often, as I: ſee I 
muit... > - CIR 364 5 TENT 55 


1) Then Celſ 'makes - us' ſay), That 
_ own Saviour was the SON OFGOD, 
becauſe he cur'd the: lame, and blind; 
«hd raid a few from” the' deatly" a6. we 
Poor Creatures that we are | are, tray 


«But that, in! Spite: of all. that (he 
rkan-fay,-this Conjjderation of ir | (elf 

is;-a: ſolid Argument ,.'to prove he - 
_ was the SON QF-QQD, is plain, 

from that Famous Prophecy in 1ſz:ah, 

Then, the: Eyes of | the Blind ſhall be xc, 20, 
| open'd ,--and the Ears of the deaf ſhall V 1: 
be. unſtopp'a, Then ſhall the lame Man : 
\, And: tis highly : improbable, ta 

fay as more, that. the, Evangeliſts 
- ſhauw'd forge -the «Si they give 

It? J | us, 


us > es rags from the dead , 
becauſe? had hey been giv*a, to in- 
veating/ Fiftions,' meerly tv ſerve a 
Turn, they wou'd hon wn us 
more Frequent Inſtances of Nik Na- 
ture than we 'meet* with, and of the 
Rei {arrecion of tizoſF,- wi had- been 
longer dead, than wt, of whom 
WE "Tead in the" Goſp #þ 
Bur 'their/ giving {o ow Laſtances 
of Perſons rear” to Life,” 
me”, 'ts be as 'plain'a Proof a 
be, that the ſys, rhav 
Celſus may |; enof HQNi 
PRINCIPLES, /and the favthi 
all 'Men' in the World , | excepr--ovr 
fſed Saviour ,' from boing. erfon 
bf JNTRIEGVE. | 2 Ls 
inſtance only int Dan er 
of Ye kale of the ayiintho "4 
Cafe ſeems foreign to rhe Purpoſe, for 
our Seviow Tays' of her,  S} 4s wot 
dead, but fleeps ) "in" the only. Son- of 
a Widow, whoth "our Saver: reco- 
yer'd, out of tender Compaſſian ito 
his diſconſolate Mother, ordering = 
Coffin \to- be ſtop'd-'* And Laſtly 
Hazara, who had'continu'd ſome! 
mthe Grave, as: che: BY angel 
guaints us ; and ] 4 vffer- br 
tollowitig - Caniideration, to the molt 
juflicions' of our Fdver' aries and at 
His Tine © more: "yutapdinechy <a 
$34.@ v brig a4 he gu” 41 | ew, 
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w whom!C? is viz; 
79 as in ox 'F "16, there were 
_ Lepers, but none 'of Fen} | 
cur'd, that we read of, except Nirman 
the Syrian ; and: many Widows in 
the Days of the Prophet EJ5#h,- but 
| he: was only ' fent to the'® idow of 
Sarepra, in theCountry of Sidvr7;” (for 
ſhe aloae was thought worthy” of rhe 
Miracle. he} wrought: ) folrmany ' Pet- 
ſons dy'd, ap our Sqvid#r was On 
_ Barth burihe oaly rai9d 'thofe from 
ad, who, 4t 'ſoine” 'Scnce, had 
JALIFT'D" "THEMSELVES 
(SPECIAL 4 FA yell 
"Atd: this T am” apt to thint gin | 
- "to'Typific fomethin > hn Fe 'E 
- Maakind voids 
_ *'Trath and Excellency ie that Do: 
RArinez-which he! Sncodagg" i980 the 
yore, | 


2AidT may nifaly ſay, "that accord. 
ing/ to the Promiſe he had” made, his 
Dilviples did far Arranger” $ , than 
thoſe, which he himſelf exhi | 

the outward : Senſes of them , who 
were the” apy SpeQators of his 
Miracles. 


For. the Eyes of the ſpiritually 
blind were oye ently oped by 'em, 
the Ears of thoſe,. who once Tom 
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deaf oY al #2 axwakeni Pr .of 

1 Religion, ing unftopp'd 
tio might receive. .the Word 
of God, - and the. Promiſe of | Ecernal 
Talks and-many, who. were ſpiritually 
lame, were cur'd by the Goſpel'; 1n- 
ſomuch that they Gags -only leap.; : 
bat  ev'n. leap as a Stag, which Ani- 
mal, as Naturalifts.obſerve, is an Ene- 


neir Poiſon, 

They, deriv'd ſuch. a. healing, 
rue, from-their Heav'nly Phyſician; 
tn ALS £cau'd immediately. tread 'on 
| as, ang \Syorpions.; , by 


without incurring. the- cal 
f Sg Nay, they. were; ef+ 
Su ly:. eel'd, if I may ſo fay!, 

againſt the rang, and roo often fatal 


rality are apt to make, upon the 
Minds. of. Men, and*in a great Mea- 
ſure fortify'd,; againſt - the malicious, 
and, Yigorqus Acrewges « Halepd 
Demonz.. 


my. to "=o and happily qo_ 


Impreſſions, which Vice, and Immoe- 
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E N our Sacha} aichith' 
C:. : | "is ow an 1void* thoſe 
T. de nin retches, who, confident! 
8 ging they - Wha the ' OE | A 
ESSIAH, 7 endeavour'd by thi 

| "curſed: Enchanrmihts,' to draw Me 
'- after "ea, ( fort o_ needleſs: to adrp 

niſh to wy ever crit 5: 
conceited- Impo! ſtor)! he Reel 
COU 
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$9 3h 
Fats N41 
Prophet ts,..4 ,..apd th [ball w great Stens, 
nd Wa lers.; Inſemach that ( if 33 be 

' _pafible ). hep ſpas deceive. the very. 
{beat d 304. be efore.,  Where- 

19 (ball [a unto you, OE: 

. "De art, 20 gon fe forth, "Behold. 

be: [ pre . believe Ft 


comes. out th the 


py Batt alſo Mir Os of the Son Eo 
Maz be. 


Co 


fa: --nother: Place he has the fol- 
lowing Words, Mazxy will ſay unto me 
in that. Day, a, Lord, hae. we not « 
prophecy'd us thy Name'? "Ault in thy 
Name cat out Devils? and in thy Name 
done many wonder ful. Works ? tot then. 
| ofeſs t0...999, 1 nevy Enew! you, 
le, 114" Je th gt mok, Ip J 


- But we . confounding ths | 
| | our, With the:-Bach 


mos on 1 
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jp 6IY: "WS of hs wer ſame 
Breath, condimis nes Miracles,” an#his 
Own. 
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ibla. v.69 Enow we with-ho 5, 
be reveaPd in bis Time. 
ftery of Iniquiy, ag's I work ; $4] 

he 
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bocwls' nw las: will "tex," L, 
tak*n out of the Way: Anil thi 
rhat | wicked One 'be- rAvthPg" "*whpn 
Lord ſpall ' conſumt; with 0 | 
his'' Moath , awd ſball- deftroy 
| hrneſs 0 of - bis Condi 
n+ Coming” is offer 3 in 
m— with all" Powtr, ' 46d «; 
' Wonders, and with all 


E, js F1 of rent oh , In! = 
8 os ni W yy 


e # #. Sf 


bs hs 
that: they af bs be " jr. fi f a8 
ljowl wat the Treth, bat has Ple re 
fo/Unrightooaefit POS | 

.}Now. ler any obs ſhes, wi 
Colour of Realon; ' that the” 4 
of our - Saviou#; wy his "DI, 
whict are - related/'in''the' els 
were” done/ 'by” ſoo) "WICKED 
ARTIFICE,as the Apofte Tpexks 
of, and it may not. be amiſs, to, read 
the: Prophecy -iof Daniel £0 g 
ANTICHRIST. HITS 3 19 
«But / Celfu repreſents the \'Werds of 
oy Saviour tO a "Difadvadrayie, 'w 

he makes, him ſay; That" m 
come "after him; who 14" by' 
| _ 4 a with thoſe whic E wrought 
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 Vilefft Perſons, that ever breath'd on ' 
 'Earth. ORs 


-* For he makes no Difference at all, 
| between thoſe- Things that are Ho- 
'- mogeneoms, and thoſe that are Hetero- 
BB geneomns, as Logicians call *tm, between 
T Things of the ſame, and Things of a 
| very different Kind. age "aa 
Now as a Wolf, and a Dog, do 
widely differ, tho?. there ſeems to be 
ſome conſiderable Refemblance be- 
_ tween *em, with reſpe&'ro their Shape, 
and Tone of Veice, and/the ſame ma 
B be faid of a Stock-Dove, and a Pid. 
| geon : So what is done by the Help 


of Magick is not of the ſame kind , 
-with -whar is pertorm'd by a Power, 
that 1s Truly - Supernatural and Di#- 
| Dine. .* 

And if ſuch wonderful Things, ev*n 
in the. Judgment of Cel/z;, arc done, 
| by the Aſhſtance of Internal Spirits, 
may we not rationally. ſuppoſe, ' that 
| Things, that are much more unaccoun- 
| table; may be eafily done, by the im- 
- mediate Afiftance of the Ever-Bleſſed 


| God ? 
> | £ Shall 
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lf v7.12 og 1s evil, be 
found among Men, and eve un 
the World ? I think, there's much 
more Reaſon, to lay down this, as 
a General, and moſt bo Maxim 
that where-ever there is any real Emil, 
under the Diſguiſe of ſome real Good, 
the bas Good muſt, at leaſt, be 
equal to it, with ReſpeQt to its De- 


-< 
3s 


every. Thing 


gree. 


And thus we may ſtrongly argue, 
from. Miracles wrought by the Help 
Megich, to ſuch.. as are perform'd, 
by the ſpecial Afſiftance of the Great 
G O D. himſelf. | 


Ss £4 


We. mult either deny, that any 
Good or Evil, is to be fouad in. the 
World, or, 0a the Suppoſitign of the 
Jatter, muſt allow: the former, and 
perhaps it. we grant the former, we 
mult affirm the latter; or at leaft on 
the Suppoſition of any rea/- Evil, mult 
allow an equal Proportion of that real 
Good, to which the rea! Evil is di- 
rectly oppoſite. A of, 
He that will affect the one, with- 
out granting the other, ſeems to_me, 
to talk at the ſame. mad Rate, with 
one, ' who, -.confeſſing, that there -are 
ſuch Things as Sophi ms, or falſe Shews 
of Reaſon, ſhou'd deny, that there's 
any ſuch Thing , as rae Logick. in 
| Eats £2 TH6 


Lan BS. A 
BEA EET. 


Tl £\ n 


2 "Whew" zonal {F Ce] 
the World, which 1 iS wide Uifferens 
1 from %em. 

So that I ſay, if we grant , that 
I "there is ſuch a Thing as. Magick, 
which has ſo great an Influence upoh 


wicked Demons, as to engage *em, r0 
end their ready, and joint Aſfiſtance, 
to thoſe, who profeſs that Arr, it na- 
| rurally follows, that Almighty God is 


4 « 


dblig'd, in ſome. Senſe, to exert his 
= Powef, 1n Performing ſuch * Miracles |, 

bs carry with em a convincing! Bvi- 
' I Upnce of the Trath, they, were de- 
= 5h ro atteſt. 


The next Thing, Like if that ws 
? | {3 to do, under this importane Head, 
1s & examine into the Life, and Con- 
"ycrfation, of thoſe, who pretend, they 
have a Power, to produce. ſuper- 
natural Effefts, and to enquire, whe- 
ther the wonderful Operations. they 
"perform, do any way tend; to 754 
+ 'mporal, and Eternal Advantage of 
the Souls of Men, and we muſt care- 
fully diſtinguiſh between Magicians 5 
* | who hold a Correſpondence with the 
" B Dev/, and thoſe happy Perſons,” who 
ate flPd with the Holy Spirit of God, 
S 


—- 


th. >. 3... MEE. edt Ed i en An. 


(whoſe Divine Impreſſions they ex-. 
5 } perience both on their Souls; and Bo- 
s | dics,) who conſult the true, and beſt 
a | Intereſt 'of Mankind, and endeavour 
c Z 2 6s 


to make Men Profelites to the moſt 
Excellent Religion, that was ever re- 
veaPd by a God. 

Now if ani Enquiry. of this Kind 
be neceſſary, to diftinguiſh true M:- 
racles from thoſe which are falſe, -to 
prevent us from making Mzrracles , 
where there are really..aone, and: en- 
gage onr Aﬀent, to the "Truth of: *em, 
when the Finger of God. may very 
plainly be diſcover'd,, then we ſha 
find, that the Miracles,, which were 


wrought by Moſes, and our Bleſſed 


Saviour, were owing to. an Extraor- 
dinary Appearance of the Power of God, 
fince. they were Solemn. Seals , . by 
which the Truth of the Jewrſh, and 
Chriitian Religion was confirm'd, each 
of which, we. know, was embrac'd 
by a conſiderable Body, of very Wit, 
and Virtuous Men. "RES 


Beſides, how cou'd Moſes's Law, 
which forbids the Jews to worſhip 
Images, and_ teaches %*em, to raile 
their Minds above all created Beings, 
and fix *em, on the Eternal God, the 
Great Creatgr, and. Sovereign Diſpo- 
ſer of the Univerſe, I fay, how cou'd. 
fucha Law derive its Original, from 


"the Horrid Prattice of Magicians. 


And 
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© perſonates, I wou'd hambly defire 


him, to reſolve the” following Que- 


Non, How comes jit- to paſs, that 
you” (who firmly believe, rhat' the 
| Miracles, which Moſes wrought, were 
| perform', 
| ſtance of "the Spirit, of God, and en- 
- deavour' to defend *em againſt thoſe, 
| who ſay, that the Wiſe Men of 
24 did ftrange Things, by the Help 
of Magick ) cawt be prevaild with, 
'ro acknowledge, that our Bleſſed Ss- 
| otogr perform'd his Miracles, by an 
' Immediate Aſſiſtance from Above, but 
are ſo ſtrangely fond, of Tmitatin 

the Egyptians, whom you know,' to 


"Enemies ? 

| © Forif we may be allow'd, to judge 
- of Miracles, by the Event, and argue 
-41n Favour of YOUR TUSTLYT- 
CELEBRATED MOSES' from 
| his þeing rais'd up by Almighty God, 
to be 'the HONOURABLE 
| FOUNDER of the Fewjſb Polity, 
| T am ſure, we may fay far more, 1n 


. &:\ Commendation of our BLESSED 


 SAFYVIOUR, fince the imperfect 

- Moſes isn't worthy to be nam'd, with 

the HOLY, and SPOTLESS 
K JESUS. | 
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by the. Extraordinary Allie 


be your ſworn, and irreconcileable 
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And fince ®tis a Jew, "that "Criſs 
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For, as for Moſes, *tis obvious to. re- 
- mark., that he found, ready ro his 
Hand, ſuch Perſons, among 3 Poſte- 
rity of Abraham, as liy'd in a Religi- 
ous Obſervance of Circumciſion, that 
knitiating} Rite, and many approved 
Cuſtoms, which were handed down, 
by Trad:tion, from Father ro Son, and 
he knew very well, that they were, 
1n a..great Meaſure, diſpos'd , to re- 
ceive his uſeful Inſtructions, and prac: | 
tiſe his wholeſome Precepts, when 
*twas he, under God, 'who brought 
'em oat of Egypr, and the Laws he 
gave 'em, liad the. Stamp of a Di- 
VINE . Aatgori, as. You: your ſelf ac- 
knowledge. 
' But: Our Saviour, making, in ſome 
Sence, a much greater Attempt, intro- 
duc?'d a Religion, that was in a Man- 
rer new, and causgd it, to gain 
Ground-continually; in Spite, of all 
the rooted Prejudices of- a different 
Education. gb 
” And if *was highly neceſſary, that 
Moſes. ſhowd convince, not only the 
Sanhedrim, but alſo the Common 
People among the Jews, of the Truth 
gf - his Doctrine, by confirmiog it, 
with thoſe Mirac/es, which the Scrip- 
tures giyes us an Account of, there 
as at leaſt equal Reaſon, why. our 
Bleſs Saviour thou'd take the ſame 
4 us is 4 13k & a; Ut f Method, 
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Method, to prove the . Diviniry of 
\ his Miſſion, fince the People did na- 
 rurally, eagerly, and very jultly ex». 
 pect Signs , and Wonders, in ſuch. 
extraordiaary Cales. 

Nay, *rwas evidently neceſſary, he 
ſhowd work far "greater Mzracles 
than Moſes, to wean the bigotted 
Jews, from their "Humane Traditions, 
and prove, by 'Dint of Argument, 
and plain Appeals to Senſe, and com- 

- mon Obſervation, he was a Perſon, 
who was TRULY + DIVINE, 
- and) in-a far more noble Sence, than 
any of their Ancienr, and/JUST- 
> LY - CELEBRATED Pro» 
phets. ; | 
And how was it poſſible, that he 
-, ſhouw'd be' otherwiſe, when the Ma- 
niteſt Deſign of the Glorious Pro- 
phecies under the Old- "Feftamenr - 
Diſpenſation, was oblſcurely toreveal 
him, under the Charater of the 
TRUE MESSIAH? - | : 


And what” Celſ's Jew objects, a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, may every Whit. 
as well be urg'd by him, to the. 
Prejudice of the Authority of Moſes, 

Viz, That Our Bleſſed Saviour was 
' guilty of the moſt Notorious, and Vile 
” Impoſtare. | 
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*-,.The Jew breaks out,.into the  fol- 
lowing:;Exclamation.,. O the Force of 
Truth ! He himſelf acquaints ws, 45 your 
-own Writings inform us, that many ſhowd 
tome. who-won'd perform the ſame Mi- 
racles, that he wrought himſelf, and on 
| that wer): ſcore, O horxid Impudence ! 
he has :the- Face to charge "em, with be- 
ing wicked | Mem ,. and moi notorious 
Impoſtors... _ | 
And. a Greek, /or : Egyptian, or any 
other Infidel, may ſay thus to a Jew, 
the | Force . of Truth ! _ Moſes has 
told us JRnly , as your own Wri- 
tings inform us, that many ſhou'd 
come, who wou'd perform the ſame 
Miracles, which he did' himſelf, and 
yet be very; wicked , and deſigning 


Wretches, - 


For tis writ ia YOUR OWN 
LAW, If there ariſe among you 4 
Prophet, or & Dreamer of Dreams, and 
he. gives thee a Sign,.or. « Wonder, and 
the Sign, or the Wonder. come to paſs, 
whereof he ſpake unto thee, ſaying, tet 
15 go after-other Gods, which thou haſt not 
known, and let us ſerve. *em ; Thou ſhalt. 
nat hearken to that Prophet, or Dreamer . 
of Dreams, © C5 


gt | | --— 8 
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The. pretended Few. goes on j--and 
makes our Saviogr. lay , That Satap. 
will be the Original Author of theirs 
Carſed Art, thinking 'thereby to. ridi- 
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cule, and inſult him. - But the Chris. 


 ſtians, or any Infidels, may as 'well: 


alledge, againit his Celebrated Moſes, 
that. thefe Prophets, and Dreamers 
of Dreams wop'd' counterfeit his 
Miracles. 


3 


The, Jew ſays farther, That | our 


Sqviour's Miracles ,, .ev*n according 't0: 


his own Confeſſion,  bave no. Stanip' of 's'. 
Dzwvine i Authority, but are ſeach Works,, 


.* . 


as wou'd be done, by the Vileſt Perſons: 
upon Earth. | | 


. | 


; | | $1Ni7 $3:H 

But an Infidel may. turn. the Argu-+-. 
ment upoa, Moſes, and ſay, that his: 
Miracles, ev'n according to. his own 


Conleſſion, have no Stamp of 'a+ Di- 


vine Authority, but are ſuch Works, as 


' wou'd be done, by Perſons of the 


moſt infamous Charatter. And the: . 


following Words, that. our Saviour, 


not being _ able, - to reſiſt the Evi- 
dence of Truth , do's, .in the fame - 
Breath, condemn their Miracles, and 


his own, may every whit as well be 
retorted upon Moſes. 
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And 
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Drigen againſt Celſus. 
And thoſe Wards of the Jew, 15+ 
_ tt, Theſeech you, 'a moſt intolerable Thing, 
that from the (ame Ations He by all 
Means, muſt be denominated ' A GOD, 
and Others be branded with the Infa- 
mous Title of MAGICTANS*?" | 


T fay thoſe Words of the Jew may 

be turn'd upon Moſes thus, Isn't it, 
I beſeech you, a moſt intolerable 
Thing, that from the ſame AQtions 
He by all Means muſt be denomina- 
ted a Faithful, and EMINENT 
SERY ANT of the BLESSED 
GOD, and Others be branded with 


- 


the odious Titleof [MPOSTORS. 
And thoſe Words of the Jew, Ev's 


according to his own free Confeſſton, we 
bave 'n0 more Reaſon, to think, that 
they were wicked Men, than that the was 
4 vile Wretch himſelf, may be turn'd 
_ Moſes thus, what an Inftznce 
_ of Madneſs is it, to look upon Moſes 
as a Servant of GOD, and more than 
ordinary Prophet , and at the fame 
Time to deny thefe honourable Cha- 
xacters,. to fuch Perſons, as were to 
work Miracles, as well as he, ev'n 
according ro his own Prediction ? 
And thole Words of the Jew ( which 
he thinks do give more Force to the 

p HTINY a & TY Ob- 
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ObjeQion ) viz. That our Saviour bim- 
ſelf has told us, that ſach Aitzoms were 
certain Indications of the moſt notorious 
. Decett, and Impiety, and not of 4 Dir 
ovine Power , accompanying the Perſons 
who. perform'd *em, may eaſily be re- 
torted upon Mofes. 5 | 


Cuar XXX... 


thoſe of his Native Country, 

who had embrac'd Chriſtianity, ask$s 

us the following * Queſtion { tor *tis 

plain, he had his Eye upon. us all 

along, tho? for a blind, he dire&s his 

Difcourſe to them ') What iz God's 

Namt cou'd induce you, to believe in 

Jour pretended Saviour ? Was #t his 

Foretelling, that he ſhowd riſe from the 

_ dead? But this may be turn'd upon 

' Moſes thus, What induc?d you to be- 

lieve in ou moſt Celebrated Pro- _ 

pher ? as 1t his Foretelling the 
Circumſtances of his Death, in the 
following Words,. So Moſes the Ser-* 55% 
vant of the Lord dy a there, in the Land © 


7 


T H E N 'Celſws's Jew, ſpeaking to 


ſo cunning , as to do” 


' the like in Egypt, who, if any Credit 


STICC againſt Celſus.” 
of Moab, "according to the Word of the 
Lord. © And he buryd him, in « Valley, 
in. the "Land of Moab, over againſt 
Beth-peor'; Bat no Man knons of his 
Sepulchre, unto this Day. » 
Tf the Few ridicules our Saviour 
becauſe he fore-told, that he ſhon? 
riſe from the Dead, we may, by a 
Parity of [Reaſon , - expole Moſes to 
Contempt, and fay, that he wes the 
Author of the Peztateuch, and inſerted - 
that Paſſage, No one knows his Sepul- 
chre, unto this Day, with a politick © 
Deſign , to reader Ins 'Name; Im» 
mortal, 


Then the Jew continugs his Dif-* 
courſe, to ithote of his own Country- 
en, that were. Chriſtians, | in the. 


following Words, Well. we'll ſuppoſe, 


ſays he, for once, that your pretended 
Saviour: foretold, that he ſhoo'd riſe from 
the dead, But pray, have not others 
made Uſe of the ſame pityful Artifice, 


" 


ſome ſally People ? 


Zamolxis , Servant ro\ Pythagoras, 


- fo take Advantage of the Weakneſs of 


took this Method, ta delgde the Scy- 


thians, ard it ſeems, FF iagoras WAs 
o the ſame. And 
Rampſinitus #. reported ro have dogye 
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is. t0 be giv'n to Hiſtory , playd at 
Dize\ with Ceres, inthe Region of the 
dead, and ford her, to give him as 
Handkerchief, ſhe had, that was carzouſly 
embroider'd. Orpheus aid the ſame , 
among. the People, who. were call'd Odryſz, 
Protefilaus among the Theſſalians,. 4nd 
Hercules, az4* 'Theſeus among the In- 
habitants of 'Toenarus. But here it de- 
ſerves to be conſider'd, whether any Per- 
ſon, that was really dead, did_ ever riſe 
with the [ame Numerical Body. | 


-.. \Do you , who look on' the Accounts, 
thit are giv'n by others, 4s trifling Sto- 
ries imagine, that the Cataſtrophe of 
your ſenceleſs Drama is ever the more 
Juſt,” or probable, becauſe you endeavour 


þ 1 ' 
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to adorn it, with ſome fine Toventions, + 
becanſe your Cracify'd JESUS gave 

4. dreadful Out-cry, when; he lay at the 
very Point of Death, becauſe there hap- 
pen'd 10 be an Earth-quake, and « more 
than ordinary Darkneſs? | 


Tou bolaly affirm , that he roſe. from 
the dead, ( tho: it ' ſeems, he was far 
from being able, to ſecure his Perſon , 
while he remain'd on Earth ) and ſhew'd 
upon his Body all the Marks of his Cru- 
pain , and the wery Print of -the 

ails, | 
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But you your ſelves «cknowledge . 
that there was no Witneſs of the Trath 
of this Account, but one Fanatical Wo- 
man, and periaps ſome Body elſe, of 
the ſa ame wretched Caball , that was plain- 
ty deladed, by her own idle Whimſies, 
or too eaſily beliew'd, what ſhe wowd 
have to be trae, as it frequently hap- 
pens, or in the « Place which ſeems 
t0 me more probable) had « Mind to 
amuſe People, with ths imaginary 
Miracle, and furniſh ſuch Cheats, 
her Self, with « Pretence, for diſtarbin 
the World, with Notorious, and Ph 
F mpoſt HYes. 


"But ſince *tis a pretended Few , 
that fays all this, I ſhall anfwer 
him accordingly, and tura the Edge 
of his own Weapon upon m_ by 
defiring, that he wou'd refolve me 
the following Queſtion, Pray how 
many groſs Impoftors have done 
Miracles, to' take Advantage of the 
Weakneſs of ſome ſily People, and 
yet you are forward to give Credit 
to Moſes, on the Account of the 
Miyecles, he wrought? 

Beſides, methinks *tis ſomewhat 
unſuitable to the Charater of a 
Jeiv, to alledge the Inſtances of Ze- 


molxis, and Pythagoras, {ince the Jews, 
*ris 
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ris well knowa, are little conver- 
fant with the Greek 'Hiftorsans. + 
The Account which he gives us; 
. of Rampſinitus, and Ceres, wou'd have 
__ come, with 4 much | better Grace 5 
from the Mouth of an Egypriaz, who, 
to leflea the Authority of Moſes , 
might fay, that *rwas much more 
robable, that the fore-mention'd Per- 
ons ſhou'd play at Dice together, 
in the Region of the Dead, and that 
he, as a Proof of his Deſcent thither, 
ſhou'd produce the embroider'd Hand- 
kerchief, which he took from : the 
Goddeſs, than that Moſes went into 
. the Darkneſs, which God himſelf did 
inhabit, and that he alone /had -the 
Honour, to come. near | him, as he 
himſelf gives us an, Account. 

And. we, who are the Followers 
of the Holy Jeſus, may make. the' fol- 
lowing Addreſs, to the pretended: Jew, 
when he talks at, ſo extravagant a 
Rate, Pray how, do you anſwer 
the Greeks, ang Egyptians, who raiſe 
many of the ſame Objeftions againſt 
Moſes, that you offer againſt. our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour? When you have heap'd 
up all the Arguments, you can think 

, in Defence of Moſes, ( tho? we 
think, at the ſame time, that we can 

| ſolidly, and clearly prove him to be 
a True, and very Eminent Prophet.) 
you'll 
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ow'll be forc*'d, unawares to acknow- 

(Ar ev'n according to thoſe Argu- 
ments, which you 'your Selves make 
uſe of, that our Bleſſed Savioar did - 
vaſtly , and indeed infinitely exceed- 
him. - | 
But becauſe Cel/zs Jew makes 
meer Game of the Hiſtories which 
give us an Account, of the Defcenc 
of ſome "Heroes into the Region of 
the Dead, and their Return from 
thence, and thinks, that their pre- 
tended DIVINE SORT OF AB- 
SCONDING for a Time, and 
then coming back again ; and ma- 
king an Appearance upon - the Stage 
of the World, was all Artifice, and 
Deluſion ( as he plainly intimates ,. 
' when he ſpeaks of the Opinion, that 
the 'Oadryſians had of Orphew, the 
Theſſalians of Proteſitaus, and the In- 
habitants of Terarw entertain'd of 
Hereales, and Theſews, ) T ſhall make 
it appear, that there is no Manner 
of Compariſon, between theſe Fables 
of the Greeks, and the Account that 
the Evangelifts give us, of the Re- 
ſurreQion of Our Seviour, | 


*Tis obvious to remark, that theſe 
Fabalows Heroes cowd deſcend into the 
Region-'of the Dead, whenever the 
Fancy took %em, and return as ſoon 
| as 


3 as Fg faw. Cauſes 10 oc . = Bug 
| ſince ow Savior was>crucity'd ,cin 
. the open -View' of the Fews, and. Rav 
* wars, and after: his Death, 'wwas rak'it 
dowd ' from the Crots,”-in' the: Sight; 
of ſo many. Witneſſes, whar {Rezjon 
- have we to imagine, that he tcign'd his 
Deicent, into the World . of diſem- 
- body*d Spirits, and his\Reruca ro! 97 

World again;'as the Greeks /haverteign'd' 
their Heroes,"to have gftenidane. '': 
_ "Nay, Pmv'inclin*d to: thinks, that; 

from the 'Story. of theſe |dniianr He 
roes we' may bg furnifh'd,” with am 
Argument, | that will rake awaY, int 
A great Meaſure, rhe S VPPO SD 
FNF AMT of the! "CR O83) of 
CHRIST. 1 11..9Þ 1 
Had our Sovide dy "d;ivin 4).coms) 
mon: Way,” and givin the ,Jews and; 
Romans no convincing Provt,.of rhe: 
Reality of 'his Death, he had: cercain}y' 
been liable” to Swu{picion | as Wmell as, 
many of the» Heroes of theeiGreets 
'tho*. he hall really been -loos "d.>from! 
- the ſtrong :Boads of the. Grave: ” 
which he was ſome Time held. 

T humbly conceive, rherefare,;ithat 
one 'principal Reaton, why: be'idy'd, 
in - {0 publick"a - Manner, |was 15 
that no Perſon ' might have-the 4caſt 
Umbrage of Jealoaly, that he cref/4/y, 
; rerir'a trom the World, 'and Feign'd 

Aa hiim- 
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vb Pers, inp Mo bis ue. 10 
E* ©, the: World,. tho”; they were, not” ig- 
= Jorant'y's of the oo; [Prejudices: of 
Men, ,) agaioft This-56ertaialy ; 
- they wou” : "nary gs: been; rempt= 
ed x0 *do, if their Lord's ReſurreRi-: 
-on had: been; -NO mote: than ati-.em- 
F BA pri, eſpecially if, we, conſider; 
© __=24, hey notonly- perſwaded: others,. to 
IRE down? 'their' Lives; forithe Cauſe || 

I. EY _ of: Chroft bit with: che greateſt IN - 


bot * Readineſs wou'd, if .it- were pol __ 
IE re dy'd* Tea: Thou RAE Dea 2» 


45 / 


WEE, Then Calfiw' on i ns EE 
þ Dy BEES the; that anyone ſhou'd” riſe from the 
Dead, with the ſame "Numerical Bo- 
dy, makes Uſe of this raſh Expreſſion. 
We ' mu#., | ſays he'-canſider, whether 
an Perſon that or really dead, dia 

"ever 
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'Tence, of whom, abd in whole N 
{: 1a] feat er Things” wee Perform'd, tl 1a 
' mw boa OP in. the; Ss 


on 


hen \te/ prtdlact ew 26h : 
| 5 th ſforics wal Yo thi Tat 


hew ust Hit eAT tices, "Whit, 

tent Hetil" Ie 7. that, * Pcopl : 

Nl FLY LO they were FisR 

Fad), liredts | Jas Dy 1$901Ns 

"His aflve QUAL VP that 

he er Ko] ro'the briſtian Faith, 
it6 wing ; WS words, * 

Aas | Do 


aut 4» moſh 
PEAS the 


- Therefore., E: we. can he: anal , 


chare the Glorious racles, which 


wa Tj 

OS 

TPP 

a7 

05200. 4 

LIFOED 

7x6 

ME > 3 
& l 
7 
> 


6:38 
Fes 


FO Refurrettion lice more Sc nnedia. 


'2 Fore! in which it excelPd| that of any 
= Other Perſon, is the tollowing Conli- 


deration, that he wa'n't.ranw'd 'trom 
the dead, -by a Prophet, ſuch as Elijah, 
or Elifhs, -was, but by the I M E- 


DIATE INFLUENC E- of rhe 


GOD-HEAD. 

Hence it came to paſs, that the 
happy Effets of ' his Reſurrection 
were ſo' Engacedianry, and fo 6G 


- neral. 


Pray was -the Refaerediics of ibs 


two Children: before-'mention'd ;-\ a 
m—_ and diffuſive Blefling' ro Man» 


ind, as we know the Refarrection 


of our Szviour was; when the Power 


of God did- ſo. emiaently - accompany 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, 'and 


.caugd-it-.to make ſo deep, and rages; 


an Impreſſion, upon the Minds, -ot 
ſo many. of his Hearers, who at firit 
were OT. prejudic d bo. cmd 
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TFT” HE-/pretended Jew" goes on, 
with Laughing, at the Earth-quake, 
and 'ridicuſes/the> more: than ordinary 
Darkneſs, .that- were; the AWFUL 
CONCOMIETANTS of! our Sa: 
wiour's: SU ri $2557Y Lo! Jt "DL -eT IR" 5 
- But this E-bave: already anſwer'd., 


according* to! my weak! Ability, and 
produc*d; the Teftimony: of -Phlegor , 
who: acknowledges, that theſe | won- 
derful' Events did" really happen, at 
the Time' of pur Saviour's Paſhon. - 
- Then - the Jew has the following 
Words, Tou ſay, that he yoſe from the 
acad, ( tho" he was far from being able, 
to ſecure his Perſon, while he remain'd 
an Earth ) and fſhewd upon his Boay 
ll the Marks of his Crucifision, and 
the very Print "of the Nails, with which 
his Hanis, ana Feet were piere'd. © 
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S$tviony Wrat:iable'to ſecure” himtelf,. 


fom the common Contagion of Vice, 
4nd Immorality, what-he:fays, is abs: 
lutely ;-and maniteſtly-: faiſe. For! . 
lie never ſpoke -2 Word:, or did 


ah Action; that was* in the: leaſÞ: ins 


decent, or unworthy of an INGAR-+: 


N ATE GOD. 

*' He 'was "led," as" " #'iVheep ; to \the 
Slang hter , atill _ 8” Lamb befort" her 
' Shearers, was dumb; (0 he oper d- not 
" br Month. Viz, By way of Coni- 


paint, or: Ungaſinels/* as St, Marbery 


acquaint$ Us. 


Bur it Cell: 1 means, | that he Aide 
- exert his Power, to” ſecure himſelf; 
_ from the outward Calamiries,to which 
he was expos'd, whiclr morally con- 
ſfider?d, were neither! Good, not Evil ; 
I haye' prov'd already, from the: Gof: 
\ pels, thar he ſubmirred/-to *em "with 
the greateſt Readine(s imagindble/2 
and ſhew*d the Realans, which PRA 
his ConduRt. 


4 Then the preteaded Jos: avi 
 ſpoke'of our Saviour's ſhewing wg 
the” Marks of his- Crucifixion”, By 
A 4 the 


» Birt vole dos adn. 
: by faying, He want able to” ſecure bis 
Perſon ? ' Wf he means\' that 'our Bleſſe# 
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1a the Goſpels, ---and becauſe we are 
iatorm'd, that 'he- was ſeen.by others, 
he*-thought+$t; to..add +the tallowing 
Words, Az perhaps JO \ Boay elſe, of 
the. Jamwe wretched Cabal, -- 
Then he-plaialy diſcovers, that he 
is.0ne- of thoſe, who admire the - Epi. 
eureau Hypotheſis, when he, endeavours, 
to-{hew, how a lively Idea. of. a des 
ceas'd Perſon. may; be forny'd, 1a the 
warm Imagination, in the following 
Words , Who ' was deluded by her own 
ate; Whinſies, ori:too eaſily . believ/d , 
what ; ſe wou'd' have to be true; as we 
know» it frequently happens. 


There's a great Deal of Force, if 
we. mult give any. heed to his ale 
Whinſies , . in this ſcurrilous'. Lan» 


guage. 


Byt ev'na from hence we: may. be 
furaiſh'd, with an Argumeat, to prove 
the 14MORTAL SUBSISTENCE of 
HUMANE SOULS, when they .are 
ſeparated from their Bodies, and the 
bx ge ry 1 ond re $i K:; of $4 bib; ut 
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that 1t ſurvives che” Body, 


_ For, if as Plato obſerves, in his Die» - = 
logaues, about. the HUMANE SOUL, _ 
there are certain Imeges uf dead Per. 
ſons, that: are fſegn near their Tombs, 
then they muſt be owtiag. to ſome. 
Cauſe or other. And- no- Cauſe: can 
be ſo rationally afhign*d, 'as the Soul 
- of the deceagd Perſon, that afſumes:a 
| Body, which js adapted ta ir. 


But. Cetſas , who advances the 
foxe-mention*d Notion, .. wou'd make 
People dream , while they are tho- 
rougbly awake, and have. their Sen- 
ces about *em, and fays, They too ea- 
fily believe, what" they wow?d bave to be 
true. Such Dreams, indeed, as he 
talks of, are common, when the Bo- 
dily Sences are lock?d- up- by Sleep, 
bur I rhiak,” we can't. eaſily account 
for *em-,  whea. Perſons are awake, 
ugleſs they be troubPd with Me- 
lancholy, or falPa- 1ato a Fir of- the + 


#7. { 


Gelſus, 


-:{ Celfus, ic ſeems; want ignorant of 
this, and-.that? made him;*call © Mary 
Magaalen, af Fahatick, tho the -Scrip- 
cure-Hiſtory ſays nothiag like ir, and 
our'Saviour's:Appearing, after he was 
ris*a  from+.the dead, and ſhowing 
all the' Marks, that were made in 
his Crucify*d * Body, muſt, according 
to: Celſus, be folv'd by the Doctrine - 
of: the Images of deceavgd Perſons, 
bur, according _-.to ithe- Seripture-Ac- 
count, ( which . he's fo: cunning as ta 
uſe, when”he'thinks that it ſerves his 
purpoſe ) the Matter of Fact - {toad 
thus. DB GM UP | 
- : Qur Savivar talPd one of his Diſci- 
= ro him" who cou'dn't tor his Life 
believe,rhathe was ris: from che dead, 
with the: fame ' Body, Ifay, with tlie 
ſame Body. For the 4pprar ance of Hit 
ware Souls; after Death, \don't ſeem to 
be'rhe leaſt Matter of 'his Doubt. © 
Therefore; *tis*remarkable, that he 
John 20, 4OYWr {ay,' Except 1 ſet him," but Ex- 
"'V. 25 cept T ſhall fee tn his Hamas -the Print 
of the "Nails, © and pat my Finger 
* ynto the Print of the Nails, and thrift 
wy Hand, into his Sides, T will not be- 
lieve. | ; | 
He didn't queſtion, but that the 
Soul of a deceas'd Perſon might a- 
nimate a Body, which wou'd be vi- 
{ible to the corporeal Eye, and, bear 


— 
LOO 


a Reſemblapce ro Yo from... which 


mo © 255. 


twas, ſeparated by zath,...nOt | Qu 
with Te belt, LO if ic Eyes, 2nd a Yarn 


and Mien, ena 1017:tHIah 
| but ally, . Gleick 3 
Hom. Il. 
Sometimes appear ina lik Hibit cloatÞ?4, Book 23, 
\ V. 67. 


\ © Therefaxe Our SR. calla T9808 
to .him, and faid, Reach | hither , $2] John 24 
Finger, and behold ny | Hands, and reach V. 37, 
hither thy Hand, ps thraft it into-;my 

Side, and be 26 Tl but beliey-..-\ 


zng , 


And bþy the Way, *rwas agreable, 
to the many Prophecies , which. we 
meet with concerning him, the many 
evident Miracles he wrought, and un- 
uſual Accidents, that befcll him, that 
he ſhou'd, riſe from the, Dead, and 
that this conſiderable Circumſtance 
ſhau'd, as it were, crown, and Ccomy 
pleat the reſt. 

The. 6 ne Pſalmiſt ſpeaking 
in the Perion ,of our Savzozr, . has 
this Prophecy, relating. ro him, My 
Fleſb allo ſhall reſt in Hope , for then pin ” 
wilt not. leave my, Soul in Ell m0, Veg. 
ſuffer. thy Holy One to. fee Corruption, 

LT” the Body, with which our 
$:uioar roſe from the Dead, did nei> 
ther contift, of 106, Bro Matter, AS 

| it 


q + 


TIT 


Luke 24, - 
WJ 


# againſt Celſius. 
x FP "= bat a4; : bs 
of * before, | nor' of ſuch 
ter, as "that with which te- 
1s are cloatt”d',- when an 


Apparition appears. | . 


- ing Words, Hs Diſciples were within, 
*ax4 Thomas with *wm. Then came Te- 
' ſu, the Doors being ſbut, and ſtood in 
he Midft, and "[aid, Peace be unto you. 
- :- And he adds rheſe. Words, Then ſays 
* be "ro Thomas, reach bicher thy Finger. 
"St. .Luke tells us, that When Sirnon 
4 4nd Cleopas were talking of the Things 
'  #hat had happew'd to him, Teſus himſelf 
drew near, and went with 'em. But 
their Eyes were holdes, that they (hou'd 

not know him. And he faid to "em, 

What Manner of Communications, are 
theſe, that 'ye. have with one another , 

* #'ye walk? And in the ſame Chap- 

ter he has theſe Words, And their Eyes 

'V: 35. were, open'd , and they knew him , and 
he vaniſh'd out of their Sight. / 

- And tlio? Celſus compares this Ac- 
count, which the Goſpels give us, 
of the Appearance, which our Szevi- 
dir made , after he was ris'n from 


—.- = Tthe. Dead}, to common * Stories of 


. wonderful Apparitions , _ and” laughs 
- at *thoſe, who -were Eye-Witneſſes of 
'the Fatt ; yet they who impartially 
examine into. Matters, and. are fur- 
nih'd with a Capacity, to make —_ 
wt | Pg 


: bs. Fa 


en ; vin Gar 


uities, will be forc'd. to..acknow- 
ZR there a fomething.- in. the 
before, us, that. was-.yery. re» 
markabla, 1 and InrIaGe- nit alt 


B97 
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T* HEN, Celfes offers.aipnObjs 
(h | Ain, which, win 2\ hi Naw 
erve tO (- 
hai 4 Mina, \ays- he, rd VE Tab Ds- 
wine Power, which! he prevented to have, 
certainly he. ought to have'- appear do 
his. Enemies, .to the. Jadge, Jek 3 paſsd 
the. Sentence of Death u oo 4rd and 
to the whole. adj of + tej who 
roſe Hp, 4s i, weres 17 Arms. a15F. him, 
And .iadged\ we don'r'go-abour-to 
deny, that the Scripture” plainly-acs 
uaints us, that after he was risa 
from. the dead; he: refus'd ro -appear 
ublickly,, and 0 all Perſons: pro- 
we cuoully, as, he did. before, ': He wes 
Yen of the, Apoſtles forty Days, "awd 4 aA; an Y 
Things, gerteiving 10 the Kjnpdon' of * 
Gott, a$S/we. karfh:from the As of 
the; */Apallieso 2 
=; : And 


© ſornctitites* rt the hfervat < 

Days, -appeatd” itt. Me midſt” 
when the Doors were ſhur, and at 
other Opportunities fa to 'em, 


" 11 a-ve@r 
And St. Pas/, intimating to us, that 
- he did't ” frec vently appe ar then, as 
he = dope heh e, Fas THis 5 following 
1; Wordd 74 dnt joufrrſt of 


'Co 
V. 3, Ge. all, _ which I allo recti E1 oft: that 


Chrif ayad for our Sins, accord is 


the Striptures*” + And'that be* Ws 
aud that thn roſe © ps third 
xcoording F "And ” that 
ht ' was Fo Wo: epndas "then of *t: th 
Twelve.” After that\hv With ſets of* above 
2 — fiwes hungred Brethren" A WE go 
Et; the -groater Part remain, ant t 


= ſent wg "we" are fan" affeep. '"'f oe 
that ha te Jus / Mes; oo of oa 
the  Apoſtt of” af 
ſeen. of ve ao, 4s ; a bow our Kxz1 


Timeeln FIT: " BI2 
a7 Ti \nz50j5 
:<Sis: a'viny -difficulb tis K os . 
OCcury: ay & ate FLAP 
plication-,5 and: © 
Chriſtians - but' of choſe, tio Th 
attaind--t6 the greateſt Emineney, it 
the-School' of Eris. 12.” Why: ot 
Saviour refus'd, to expole hiralelf's 16 


_pub- 


ablick View, afady bis Refurretion 
as he :had:dohe before2'© - ono! 
'Fhere's no-necd,:I think; ia'Book! 
of thisiNature, ( the main Deſign of 
which - is .to..defend: the. Chriftian Re- 
ligion, againſt the” bold Attempis''bf 
its malicious: Adverfarics' )' to-give's' 
full, or Jatge Solation of ſo. Critioat 
2 Point .;.-But I ſha}l offer 'a iifew 
Thoughts/at preſear, which, T hopey ' 
will give the Reader ſome (mall "n 
risfaction, 1- this difficule Aﬀaig,tt7 24: 
+ . Fho? our SAY TOUR” was! 'bue- 
ONE, with reſpett to 'HIS':PERSON 
yet there were. SEEKER. AL NOTIO! 
under . which , Mankind did: 01 
him, and. different Perſons: Taw* Kim! 
in very: difterent Sences.' 6 1001) 
That there were ! = Capaci-- 
ties, 1n; wich Mankind did” eonfider? 
him. 1s. Bain from ſuch Expreſſions” 
as.theſe, Ia the Way; the Trek, aujobn is 
the Life. 1 am the. Bread \,- Fu £2 Jobs ">, 
Door ;/ and. many-:dther,*Exprefſions'p V- 35- 
that. 1, cou'd eaſily name, if Occation% 55 
offet'd. | TIE; is xd mens 
That. d different - Perſons ſaw him; 
in very different Sences, will readily” 
be. granted by thoſe, who can' a 
the; Reaſon, why, he-didno't | take all 
che Diſciples with him; : into the Montit 
of Transfiguration , but only Perer, 
James, and John, viz, Becauſe they 
alone 


glorious 2 Sight;-dehold the :dazling 


lege: cond hub-abs 265 aber of ſo 


uſtre of Moſes, and -Elias; and- hear 
the : Voice, that came from Heaven, 


and: (the. Charmirig [Converſation , 
-which- choſe. two Celebrated Mrogiacts 


had-the Honour,' and 'Happinels, 
maintain,, with the Blefled- Jeſus. 
I'm of the Opinion, 3 confeſs; that 
before he: went up to the: Mountain, 
and inftracted:his. Diſciples, concern= 
ing the Beatitades,:' he ididm't appear 
to: thoſe, who” wete' bronght toi him 
in, the Evening), 'at the -Foot® of the 
Mountain }\ and;\were \cur'd of-their- 
ers, I ſay, he didmr” appear 


to. tho e, who'-were”indiſpog?d 5 and: 


ſtood i ia need-of his healing) Power , 
14--the - ſame; Manner as: he did' to 
them, who enjoy*t: aconfirm'd*State 
of -Healch, and: were able: to- -go-\up 


'with him to the Mountain. And/as' 


he- privately laid the Meanin 

of his. Parabls 20 his Diſciphes; whols 
Seaſe: earing/ was ' 'much-* cc 
than - that of the - Common Þee "yg 
to. whoſe Ears: thete was: not ing 
convey: ?d_ too .often}, © bur an empty 
:;SoT belicve,, there was ſome 


conſidetable; Difference, in their ſpiri-_ 
wel; -k0d .ev'n their cor poreat- Sight. 


- 


6; | , Tis 


our wa'n't © ; 
oh I hs hy "about 

O P?, 0”! a "to" be 
tray "him, ' ſaid- to his” Accor lices'! 
Fe whim F fBl"bifs "fr be" Taree 
they did know him! An thi 
prefion of our, Saviour, [' 
with "you, teaching In. the "Temple, and 
je tain no hold on "ob ; "do's" fatnfeftly 
favour the OY: 4 Tg F oo 
hers laid down. c 


Giri thetefole, I hab ſac Ap. 
probonſiogs of our Sever, not nag 
with'Teſpe&. to his. Div i, Wh. 
was more latent, $19 Sd 
the” Gengeiy of 'M ; 8 ho 

ug Jo 


REO ro h is Fwd ne 
he 39 
ever he thought fir fo als) {0s Fe th tne, 


of which, 'T believe, 
NET. is "Death: 


Fol Pd Princip ig; 
in fins Ge ©, diſcer a 

but. aftetwards' wy 

who had formerly: ſeen hi 


- 


ies th 
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Ee og 
that 'w yy Rh Thy ti "ey. 
ſus Yor 
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For, afzes he WI wy | _, 
Tan Ie SLOu Of our 
Redetnpron, W haye, Reaſ an 49. be- 


lieve , that *his Divigzy. {hone with 
much brighter. Rays, t ro* the Glaſs, 


if 1: wh lo, of of eyes, - 


Ya LI 
a 0 lens gi F The 
leaſt of all Saints, and. thoſe Words , 
Born out of aue Time, may have a 
&reater, AWwiy » than ſome. Perſons 
On 
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on chic firſt View, may be ready to 
imagine. TR hp 1- ra 

-., Arid.as there's n-.Colout- of; Rea« 
. fon, for any One .tÞ reflet-upon; our 


Blefſed Saviour, for not i raking £Y' the 


Apoltles with hirs ro. the Mount of 


Fransfguration.,' but, only, three: of - 


'em,' when, he was. going” ta lilplay 
the Glory. of tzs Raiment-, .and 'the 
Heav*nly Lultrg'ot, ,Hoſes; and; Riias), 
who were to diſcsurſe with him, iti 
# iamiliar Manner +. 50 neither/is therg 
zuih Cauſe, for any ,oae. to fiad iFaulr 
with. the  Account,\ which we meer 


with, iti the Goſpels ; v2. [That he ' 


ido't .expoſe liimjelf, after. (his. Re- 
wrreaion, to the, View of, all,, but 
| only of. thoſe, whoſe Eyes were itrong 
eriough,.'to bear the. dazling Brighia 
neſs of. ſo glorious. an Object... .Aad 
I..chink,  thet: the. following Exprel- 
Gon; which. is. ugd by. the Apoſtle: 


| Paul, 1% this End, Chrit both. dyd; Rel 14, 
' and. roſe, and reviva, that he iiight be V- 9: 


Lord,. both of the Dead , and of the 
| Living , may, have; a Reference 19; 
the Subject, on which I am now dif 
courling. | EN 
The Dead, over whom hs tas a 
righrtul Power , (are they of whons 
the: Apoſtle ſpeaks ; in his firſt Epi- 


(Ye to the Corinthians, The Trampet;\Cor. 1 4 


BY 2 lays 


Ya. 4:5 


ſays: he, ""y ki as O ap the 6 As Jef 


be raid incorrupti hb. 


-Under the Teri Living, I conceive 
he” cornprehends, fiet only thoſe, who 
ſhall 'be rais*d from” the dead, to an 
Immortal Life, but thoſe allo, who 

ow Soma be conſidePd by us, in a very 

ent Capacity; /T mean thoſe, ' who 
Gill be-alive, at the raya, of our 
Lord, and be be chang'd- 


"He Jays; We foal be thing," hich 
Words: are brought.'in by him},-after 
he had faid, That the Dead ſhall ry raid 
incorruptible.. And'in his firſt 'Epiltte 
to the KG alonians, he deſcribes the 
Difference, berween the Dead," and the ' 
Living ; oh the following Words; P 


1 Theſ.4-wou"drt have you" ignorant , Brethren : 
V.. 13. concerning them whith are aft ep, the 


ye ſorrow uy eu'n as Others, who have 
no | Hope, for if we believe, that Jeſws 
dy a, and af ain, en them alſo, 
who ſleep" in Te 5 will God bring with 
him, For this 'we'// Jay unto you, by the 
Word of -the Lord , that we, who' are 
alive, and remain, to the C oming of the 
Lord \ ſhe'w't prevent them, why are aſleep. 
The Sence. of which. Vetſes I -have 
giv'n, according. to rhe beſt of my 
Judgment, in my Comment -on. the 
toregoing Epiltte. 


Now 


av 5 Y ; WW 
F. + ® & ; « F Is A q 
gen ag | 


Now we needn't wonder, thar.our 


S$4wv1ogr, after his Reſurrection, wa'n't 


ſeen by all, that behev'd in him, ſince 
the. Apoltle, writing, to the - Carinthi- 
415, as Perions of mean Atrainmeats, 
has the iollowing Words, 1 deter- 
mine, to know nothing, amopgg Joh, ſave 
Jeſus ©): and nm cratify'd. . And 
lays in aaother. Place, Hitherto ye 
were not. able to bear it , aeither-, yet 
now are. ye able, for ye are Jet cars 
nal. | _ | 


-''T-confeſs, the Scriptures, in- whieh 
the ” Characters of infinite Wiſdom 
are fo legible, do acquaint--us, that 
our Saviour , before his Death”, ex- 
pos'd himſelf ro Publick View*Crho? 
eva hete ſome Exceptions mult be 
made) but after he was tin from 
the Dead,, he was no longer pro- 
miſcuouſly ſeen by all , bur accord» 
' ing to the Direction of Heaven, 
conſulted the Capacities of -thoie, 


to whom he chought fic to ap- 


Pear. 
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As we read in Scripture, thax 
God appear'd to 4brahar, and other 
Holy - Men-, tho!” thens were con- 
Hy. fiderable*Encervals,” and we know. 
b, -- very well, that he didm't' appear to 
$ all : *\So' we may rationally ſuppoſe , 


that - the SON OF GOD, when he 
made his © Appearance to Perions , 
aſter :'he . was ris'n from thggdead, 
took a prydent Method, not unlike 
that, \which God: had before obferv'd, 
in making Diſcoveries of himſelf, to 
che- Ancient Fathers: of rhe Jewiſh 
Church. 9 
$9 that I have retard an Anſwer, 
(according to my. weak Ability, and 
as far as. I thought, confiſteat ) with 
the- Deſign. of the -preſent Treatiſe ) 
to the, Qbjettion which Celſus. makes, 
ja . the., following Words, I Chriſt 
lays. he, had « Mind,.to exert his. Di; 
vine Fower, be. ought to have appear' 
to his Enemies, tothe Juage, who \paſs's 
. Fhe Sentegee of Neath wpoz bimy and 10 
the whole Body of the. People , who, 46 
i mere, 'Fook up Arms againſs him. 


" Sure I am, that he ated wiſely, 
in not: appearing to his Enemies , or 
the Judge, who condemn'd him. For 
he happily preyented *cm from being 
| ftruck blind, like the Sqdowites of 
pld, who lay: in wait for the Angels, 

i RE who, 


OR 3, WE PS I ay OO ER wan Tos 
£4 Ze at Le abs” $6 eh 
bg If : 
no... ny 
$3 
"HEE 


Eo out af >. - <5 X 
*S, dogs.” 
:% L008 ", $i 
- 5 


.- OP FSR 4. a> _ 
«x g 9 Ee bid: 4 A docah DT TO. q ” 3.4 tos 4 p -_ y 
s Y - pd P24" 4 . Es Ly £ Eg F ts "TR GEOSs2! £ 1 - x wy Pr 7 T9 
1 75 : "uy 4 G P 7 $7 mes 1 bd þ 7 WOES - . ' « y FLA PINE 7 " p 5 
4. "8 eo N 4 A - : 4 ; . bY » Y "i : 4 
: W.. 
AT” 
K For 1 . 
bo : 
$152 b -* 
Pri 4 a Py . * ; 
ny” b . - | 
” HS b - . " p : 
C xety "4 ; n . 
Ri, ar : G © 
rey S, 
FR. 4s J q 
7 ” , 
Fl ” ” © 
gt » A- % 
, # ” - - 


who, as ' the”'Sctipture lequainits us} 

Were Lindo cengg dy idters 7192 Gen. 19, 

The Mew , *tis ſaid, put forth thitis 9» 10. 
Hind ; 127d -iPuÞd Lot #nto the! Houſe 

Srhrote the Men, that Owere *ut the' Door 

of the Houſe; ith' Blindwefs; boch far 
Bd grekt, Jo tWv"thiy\ vraryd Themſetoes; 

- The” Deion bfiburdShwioiy was/te 
fhew his D'P/1:EPOHEE Ry bo 2 
Way; ſajred to the Captbitivs of Mein, 
and" rhe 'TRUE*REASON-why he 
refus'd,' roZappiears fo fiablickly,. after _ 

be was rig Pfronm thevDeids as: bel 
fore, "was' this; becauſe he'was: then 

A Wbjedt, to'be beheld by 
COMMON>EYES: is cbnib4 ood 

2, «% F Diih eV £3212 02 
Therefore Celſws, as if he had 
wrack*d his Brains, to the utmoſt, 
cou'd hardly have thought of any 
Thing, that had leſs Argument 1n it, 
than the following Words, What ! 
was he afraid, that he ſhou'd be hung 
upon the Croſs again, when if we may 
give any Heed to you, he was no leſs 
thin A GOD ? Beſiaes 1 lmppoſe, 081: .. 
.. hardly ſay, that he came into the World, 
_* on Purpoſe to ABSCOND. Fn, 
} Burt *tis evident, he came 1nto the. 
World, to bes ſeea by few compari- 
tively, aad many of thoſe, who iaw 
Bib 4 him, 
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Se Fg 4%9, FÞ1 ? 
a2 \ :Nayy:* 43S; Was: altc 


gether unknown 
oy Many, 10-A8 much-as he came; to 

diſcover. | lory.;. to: thoſe who 

, of 'xhe. Light,: and fo 

- Were: from 4 orſe than Egyp- 

: tizn Darkneſs, which naturally. draws 
G3; Verb ovyer-the;Minds.of Men. / \- | 
- >, £.And he;came, with this genggoun | | 
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= , were © Porgh 
ons -10 their 
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Þ E Tus ſee what Cel 2d ds, (Heli 

She had 4 Miz, ſays hejito veut 
2549/4 Pro, of: bis pretended /Divinit; 
N ISH D,zhe Very Moment, heiwas nat 
$6 the Croſs. 1 11 | An 


.»- But. this is/ juſt for -alll the! World 
like the.idle,, and prophane Talk of 
thoſe, who denycan Over-raling Provi- 
dence,:and are creating, new:Schemes, 
in their; warm, :/and:\truitful Imagina- 
tion ,-- for; the. more: regular Govern- 
-ment. of the World:;/ and have'the 
horrid Impudence.iro-day', that-had 
the Affairs gf 1t..been-leir entirely "to 
their prudeas Mai t, rhc.Benefir 
of the Univerſe had-been more effetu- 
ally conſulted, than pow it is, tho*'many 


Things iQ their Hypotheſis are poſſible, 
bur ſtill they add to the ſeeming Trreg u- 
Harities, that we: allow - to: have hap- 

pew » by: their Fangyful Schemes, or 


they 


1 ſome. Bo hee Dn 
tural 


Tendency, to t ks of 
che Uniyerſe; but go, on fo many, 
and-fuch week Hypotheſes, as wou'd 
deſtroy rhe very Nature of Things , 
ago b /Agcounts., are perhaps 
aalfy! il »-of apparent, an grols 
pron 
But to rt a yore dire An- 


ſwer ro 'Ce//ws, hr acquaint him, 
that our, yi, by Virrue-of -ths 
Divine Nature, have difappear'd,. 


if, ie pleas'd, as\\ſodn, as ever He was 
Nail 1dy-to the Aootiiſed* Trees 

This is (clf-evident to thoſe, who 
believe, and know that he was GOD. 
Aad/”tis: plain 40 them , +who'con- 
fuls! che Gaſpels; iÞehey don't only 
rely.*on- their: Authority , ''fo' far 'as 
ahop: imagine ,7that+chey ſerve. their 
turn;and chink that all is meer Fifion, 
and: Jargon, . that: makes-ini-the. leaſt 
aSaigſ. cm St Luke tells us, that 
After this Reſurrettion he 100k Broad, 
#nd-bleſfed it, and-brake i; ai fe uy 
Loke 24, Smet, cd 'Cleopas: ' Aud 
V. 31.hed-tak's-5t Jer ot were- opeis 

und they' kaew: himg and: be- Canon 
e. their Sight. 0s © 

But I could eifly ſhew,y” char: 2owas 
inconfiſtent with. the Deſigh , + which 
he Ln, in . Comiog . into chef Wwe, 


Onrag wit Golfue, 
to wniſh, as Joon as ever her was 
CE 0p; 

ART pal on: ned, the Hidory- of 
eur. $401047, we muſt nos re# in the 
bare Literal Sence,” as if "that were all; 
that the Holy Ghoſt deſign'd. . For 
every conliderable EircumRance, that 
OCCUIS 1N it, , Contains, Ar. naturally 
leads. us, to forne My ttery,, or: other, 
which a judicious Reader! wich hs 
Difficulty, may perceive. + 

Far Inſtagce, 1he/Crurfixion! of our 
Saviour was a Repreſentatigny of: whas 
is, Meant DH the tollowing kxpreſhon 


of the Apoſtle ,,.1 a» eeity'd may Gal. ». 


Chriſt ; And by thoſe othes Words, 


God: fort: 'A, thas. T1- {pon'd 840194 fave zz Gal. 6 


the Croſs of jour, Lord Ter Chrif,- ly 


whom the World: #.,cracit)\d.c,unto me , 
4u4\] unto the Hiorls. - His: Death was 
neceſſary, that, we-might: tay; with 


the; A polile, Jn. char he 41's 4 he,f'8 rom. 6. 


being... made. conformable to og Dearhi, 


Ws» with DIME 7 we . Jhatd. WE: ow 


189; his Burial. was. deſign'd, r9 


pretear our Confarmiry 50.,his Death, 
2 our Crucifixion with him, as, Ut. 


Paat obErns ; We are bard wh him. 
yn 4 Ps 4 "neo gs : 


* 


_ 7: 


xquto' $2n xc, and that thg' 1 rightebus, V. 10. 
might, ſay, with: the, Apolile, [Af we 2 Tim. 


Mat. 27. 


Y, 60: "Hon, wherein no 


Scridinss;'o 


Bur” T*ſhall - give fuller Acorn of 
his" Burial, of his Tomb, and of 
the Perſon, rhat* butied" him , in a 
diftinC * Treatiſe, -0h Theſe imporrant 
COOORE: FISg 


At preſent, I ſhall only mention, 
the: Linnen Cloaths , in - whick®, Dt- 
vine "Providence * did ' wiſely order-, 
that the Body of the Spotleſs Teſws 
ſhou'd be wrap'd, and the New. 
Sepuleher , that was hewn in Stone, 
or - eut ' out of a Rock, by Joſeph of 
Arimathea, wherein; as St. Lake, and 
St. John obſerve, -NO Man was ever 
laid before. 

It - may not be.amiſs, to conſider, 
whether 'the Account” of the Sepul- 


cher of our Bleſſed © Lord , which has 


the "Unanimous Conſent' of Three 
Evangelifſts ,. dont” carry with---ies, 
ſome convincing. Evidence of Fruth, 


and whether they, who -apply thew- 


ſelves}, ro the: Allegorical Sence of 
' not: toſcek for- ſome 
Myſticat- Rea z* why our Savior 
ſhou'd be kid, in a New Sej epulthpe, 
4s SE Mathew, und'Se.” oo tiny Login 

us, and- why it” 
one, as 'St. Lake, bi $i. Jobs” Pea 
"Man had ever been 


laid before- him. © For *rwas highly 


_ = - requiſite, hat One, whoſe ſeemingly 


Tr _ 


Orin dwiinſt Gejj® | 


Tragical End was grac'd awe , 
uncatamon Circuaſtacces;, and +fach 
Marks -of Honour, that our _— 
who after he! was- dead, 
_ of Life, I mean: the Water, and” 
__ ay IR 
ave et at wag-very-re- 
markable, in bo Burial, ; mg he 
was free from the leaſt Stain of 
Moral: Impurity , bein - - ents out! of 
the. ordinary Way; — 
neration.:- So | Is dvd far 
the, i Marks, of aa natai Purity, 
which, is Myſfticaly repreſented\ro us, 
by the New Sepalchre,'/ in which- he 
was: laid , which was: not" c 
of many Stones, joynd together, OY 
cording. to. the Rules, of Art, but Was 
ons:entire Piece, cut-out of > kRocks 
made hollow , -and- every dy ad- 
apted . for the. Pur poſe. | 
I might have Logs ſeveral: vakes! | 
Remarks, and from theſe outward 


Signs have rais'd my' The ' much 
hi ak 4n kc of, thoſe” 


ſu 24k Things', which they Ong 
_ But th wank: afford fuch eaſt 
Plenty, of moſt: excellent [Matter, as 
way'd very well-:deſervea diftin& 

Diſcqurie , and -a ) opntiievedgs TO 
lume: by. it elf. 


At 


£79  2BW 9. IRE, 


Las was-fuirdble-to his ſj /tes 
and: & + mm at Cha- 


Ti 


© fappoe 5 _ *=y : 
bs, be By Stviday” vis 
ids; foot: a$:tver: he was'naiPd 


| to the Ciok, then Celfdj and this Infi- 


ne eegtabnles preg *m! wou'd- 
& 'cotne '-upom*wig and have faid; 
Sirs, What: Cuorthet' came thro *bi# 
oe rar ſtays "HU he (wat 
marla. to" ts Crofs,- before by choaght "fir 
or how eemsthe to forget, trake” 
chic Mater into” bis: ferious Thoud 
before he came 7a —_ hag 


", 


Lao 


h+3 = | 
nl Ef: chergfore| ita God Fant wa 


$73G 5 


the Ev g#0r-00t celligg” us, 
that: :obr)fiwior:! warts whey he: 
was going to be crucify'd, burgiving:' 
U$:2 n impartial” Adount of: Matvers, 
we "have! more:Reaſpn/ ro blame them 
For--nor[belleving, that''our 


 Sewvaritols' fron the dead, -and--afe 


John 20, 


Y. ICs 


ter lis ReſurreQion, appear*d” to his 
Diſciples, tho? The Doors were ſpat, 


ana 


(op _ Broad, 4a+4100 of 
4,.aS ſoon, as, hechad. dong 


- 
« 
- 
* 


I. , » i 


CG A Be: "XXXIV, F751: 8 t 
RA. ,20 40% ? 
"IL 61 4-030 W 
d | vi 7 cart conceive, w why Celſas * mu 
LJ :ſhou'd. lays. © Or ue 


OPT pf \<Þ Oe $ 
ar 2. 'S 1 & 3:9 7 affet. 
fer Too phy tags 94664. think, think 
is, a na 6 08g that his. Buſimeſe was 
ba T1 wy kd But 
Pie ck is- A mevflipmder, as-18:\uf 
ficiently. evi thexyWords'of 
our Savioan,, to A , who endeds | 
vour'd. to FT, ao] fa0: 42h war. 1s, 
ſays. he, with you in the, fp ond V. 5s, 


e laid no hold on me. 


As for.what Cei/a« Re vet repoats, 
L ſhall. paea If, with che. Am 
ſwer, which I bay vealed dy. BiY Ge" 


He goes on, _ fi S, Did &= 
tended Saviour  in+þi fag Da on 
his Dottrine, in 4 moſt Publick Mann 


ner , and ofter bis Reſurreftion , only 
appear 


we Fa aca, OI 
r#{ bo be 9d *to the ſame "wretched 
Cabal, becauſe, whenwhe was 'Tining, the 
World. had more Sence , than to give 
Credit to bim, but every one, forſooth, 

maſt. believe. the _Doitrine of the. Reſur- 
"a: BY Courſe f 


be. appeart on one 
notorjoull 4 falſe . 
= 4 St, FRE has the following 


Words , In the End of the Sabbath M 
_ __ as "of av #0 dawn , , ho the of [t 
© © Dig "oft dhe Weeks pda 


len, awd the of Sem 
[ov And wayg Shes vo feet # great 
ahe, for) che* wir of rhe" Lord 
\from "and came," and 

bo back the Pos om the Door, "and 

ſer\ pos: it. Atierle aſter he has theſe 
Words,” Behold Feſtus mer them, (re 
ibid. 9. the tWO- Marys Y- /a ”;s All hail:© And 
. they came, \andirheld hin by the- Fett _ 


 worſbipped" him: 


; : Agd! T' Hvwelvad anfwerd has 
= Cetſu-odjeBts, in the following > Words, 
Wheis he was ermicify tl; fays he, (there 
were W. itneſſes e enough bat when be roſe 
from The dead, "at moſh he appe "ad, - 
02 Ju Che _ Scores, | 


cs 
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-  T have ſufficiently ſhowh;-that our 
Saviour cowdr't he ſeen.by all, and I | 
 ſballonly add ar preſent, that all Per- - 
” ſons were 'capable at Times; of | ſee- 
ang him, with reſpe& to his Hume 
* Nature, bur to diſcern the” Brighr. 
Rays, or eva: the leaſt Glimmerings 
of his DEITY,'was what exceeded: 
the. Gapacity of 'the'' Generality'© of 
Men. FC IF6 38 | (1% 
I ſpeak now, of his Humene, ind 

Dyvine Nature, if Coritra-DiſtinQtion - 
to each other, and nor as having" a 

. mutual Reference ; ' and cloſe *Con- 

nexion,. | ; b 


' But pray | obſerve, how- weakly 
Celſis talks, ' having, ſaid , That or 
Saviagr appear'd only to one Fanatical 
Woman, or perhaps a few Others of the 
ſame wretched Cabal; he adds the fol- 
lowing Words, When he was erucify'd, 
ſays he, there were Witneſſes enough , 
but when he roſe from the dead, he ap- 
| pear'd but to @ few, whereas had be had. 
= any Brains, he muſt have tak'n the quite 
routrary Courſe. 


But I wou'd faid know what he 4 
tneans by the latter Words? Accor- - 
ding to his weak Judgment, our Sa- 
viour: muſt have tak'n ſuch Methods, 
as were plainly impratticable, and 
; Cc grofly 


to. all; Men PROMISCUOU SL 
when. he -was  ris'a from . the .dead., 
for -thoſe Words He ſhou'd have tak 

the quite contrary..C ourſe, - will bear. .no 
other- tolerable - Sence ,, if: I am .ca- 


pable of Making! a as ay 


Wy HR 


Our, Saviour . has CEL => Bhs 
 with,.the Perſon, that ſent him, in 


the following Words, No Mas knows o 


the Father, ſeve the Son, and in. theſe 
Words, No Man has feen Cod, «t 
T5 bus the 0 ly Begorrem, Sou , w 

in..the Boſom of . the Father, he: bas 
drclar'd him. 


He, it..is, who reveals. the Thiogs | 


of God; .to his: true Diſciples » ANC 
we -endeavour..to torm _ our, Sche 
of. Dio, upon. his "moſt excellent 
Model, - ometimes. tells us, that 


TH" GOD. Lacks, and in him _#. no Dark- 


reſs_at | all, and at other Times, That 
4. God. ts 4 'Sprrit, and they that worſhip 


V. 24 bim, muſt worſbi him in Spirit , and 


in Tru, 

And any. one, that will, may leara, 
for whar- gd,” God ſent his Son 1n- 
tothe. World, if he. will but conſult 
the -Prophecies, relating to. Qur Sevi- 
our, 


* TY 4 7, T a2 fy |} 
EAA Eds AER ne, een, " ” 
$ Re pe A AE In A CAS DG 
Fa . KO IN , ge - 
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| Origen inſet 


"out 5 and-the- Writings of the Emane 

_ geliſts, and Apoſtles; and RY the. 

Epiſtles of St:-Pagl....- 

|. - -:He came, to: inſtruR -1s; in -the 
4 true; and: moſt direfy. Way, to 'Peace 
> Here, and-Compleatz- and - Etennalt 

# Happineſs hereafter ,--and ro. rake a 
> molt BLESSED ADYANTAGE!: ; 
8 if-1 'may'' fo ſay; of the HORRID 
- IMPIETY, and continual -PROV Os 

CATIONS of Impenitent, and  da- 


FF ring. Sinners. 


 Celſi being ignorant of this, hay 
the following Words; He came, it' ſeentc'y 
to: \inſtruff. good Men, ana to make free, 
and Monftrowſh-t arge': Offers of his non 
6's to the wileſt Rebels. | | 


| Thi ſays he; If he had ſo Sina 
 oule# 8s Fancy to) ABSCOND; what 
: Sed was there, I wonarr , of a Voice 
from Hearn, ſaying, that” he was the 
SON of ' GOD. - And if he ' hadn't: 4 
Mind 'to' ABSCOVD ,: then nhy! Aid: be 


Jeffery as and ae #1 


He imagines, x feracine, that! the 
ats , "which - we: meet . with 4m 

the Goſpels, ate :incoaliftent.- with 
F- themiclves, noti: being able,' with all 
| his pretended Sagacity , fo. compre» 
7 4 or framie-any:.;juit Idea,” of rhe, 


Dergn of our Bleſſed Saviour, which was 
&C 3 neither 
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d altogether, and ſo be 

drely "uſeleſs , and meer Cypher | 

in his Own Creation; nor' to. have his 
Bright Side, if 'T' may'ſo ſay, I-mean 
his: DIVINE NATURE KNOWN, 
to- many of thoſe very Perſons, who 
had-the- Honour, to ſee him, with 
their 'Bodily Eyes. 

_--. The Voice, that came to him from 
 Heav'n, ſaying, This is my Beloved 
Sor, in\whom I am mellpleasd, i51't 7 

faid ' to be heard by the Mulritude, E 
as''Ceiſus's Jew imagines, and. the. 0- - 
ther Voice, which 1s ſaid . to -come 
from the Cloud, was only heard, by 
thoſe, who went up, with our S4v:ovr, 
to the Mountain, For ſuch is 'the 
Nature of a Voice from Heav?n, that 
it can" only be heard, by thoſe, for 
whom” God is pleasd, for wiſe Rea- 
ſons, . to delign -1t. _ Rv, 
T dow: ipeak here, of the meer Vi- 
bration of 'the © Particles: of - the Air, 
or any.PhiloſophicalAccount, that may 
be giv?a of a Voice, but of a. Spir-_ 
#ual Senſation, whereby one, who has 

Spiritual' Senſes :exereis'd, do's thear - 

God: ſpeak, when one, who : 1s: deaf, 

roall rherawakening :Precepts; 'of Vir- 

rue, and Piety, is':entirely ignorant:of 
what is faid, I mean, as to any valua-' 
ble. 28d laſting Purpole; that it ſerves: 


This 
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Origen 4hainſt Celſius 181 
This I think; 1s a ſvficieat- An- 
ſwer, to thoſe Words of Celfter,, What 

Aiced was there, of a Voice fram - Hes, 

wer, /aing, that he-was the SON OF 


'$ _» And; what 1 have already--offer'd,, _ 
concerning the Sufferings 'ot-. our..$e- 
viour , is a fatistaftory Anſwer,” I 
' judge, to the following Words, -f 
' fe hadn't a Mind to conceal his Power, 
and obſcure bis Glory, then ſure he 
Was born, under. 4 very unhappy Ple- 
 -net, or elſe be had never ſuffer'd, and 
6 ER g 
" Then Celſuw's. Jew, is pleas'd .to 
draw a _ Conſequence, - which 1s very 
2} unnatural, and unjuft; For it-do's 
 *'by no Means: follow, that becauſe. 


our Savioar, by his -Sufferings,/ has 
taught: ys'to bid Defiance to- Death. it 
ſelf, therefore! whea he roſe from the 
* -Dead# he ſhou'd have: order'd. the 
” "whole World, -to make, a General 
” Rendezvouz, and-have publickly ac- 
quainted *em, with .the Reaſon,: why 
he: left the Realms of /Lighr ,- and 
. Glory; and thought.ir worth his While, 
to ' come down, into, this milerable, 


- and '{fzl World, 


Cc} 


43 


' 209; HH 


For'this he had already done, when 


Mat. 1 whe aid Come unto me, all ye" that Ig. 
Ve 2 ' botr,* and are heavy-laden, qnd 1 will 


give you Reft, . This he had alfo done; 
in the long Sermon, which he preach'd 
ypon the Mount, coneerning the Beats: 


tudes, and his Diſcourſes on ſeveral 
-other Subjects, which are -annex?d tg 


it, and in his uſeful. Parables, and fre- 
quent Diſputes, with- the Scribes, and 
hariſees: *- And St. John acquaints us, 


#1 his Goſpel, with” what a Maje 
our + Saviour ſpoke, 'which is -nor' 40 


” 


much to be underftood- of the Arti- 
fictal Colours of Humane Rhetorick, 
gr a grateful - Elocution , and happy 
Geſture, - as of rhoſe Divine, Impor- 
ant, and Plain, but Commanding 
Truths, that were the Subjet-Matrer 
of his frequent Diſcourſes. And we 


learn, from rhe-other Goſpels, that our 


Saviour ſpoke”, with ſach a modeſt 
Air of Afﬀurance, and ſuch an-Us- 


4 . 


rommon Adthotity, as always engagd 


the "Attention; -and ' Aﬀections, : and 


qais'd the Admiratian -of the EifPning 
Audience, -many of whom, :did;' as ir 
"were, hang upan his precious: Lips , 
- and cow'd - gladly”. have imparted -to 


him” their yery Souls, if it had been 
poſhble, REES 


Then 


= 


bk 
-% 
a7 ' 


1, Then drawing to a Concluſion, he 
adds,- Ai that I have-ſaid, has been bor- 
row'd, from your own approv'd Authors, 
ſo that ] xeedn't produce any other Tefti- 
monies, ſince the Edge of your own Wea- 
pos » '# ſufficiently third 'apow your 

elves. | 


_ .,But;:I:have-already ſhown; © that 
when :che' directs. his. Diſcourſe | to 
our: Sawiogr,. Or 10. 45, he is:\pleas'd; 
to interlard- it}, with - Abundaace..of 
ridiculous Stories, that I'm: conpdent, 
the Evangeliſts never: thought: 0f,.and 
it remains, to be prov'd, that we are: 
wounded by our own Weapens; {ln- 
lefs his Pad. Imagination mult always 
pats,-for a clear, and ſufficieat.Proot, 


of one of the. greateſt Untruthss that 


was: ever broach'd' in. the World... 


ES > 


—_ 4 4 


Pn ; 


Cuar. XXXV, 


| following: © Exclamation , , 
Rw, !  Can.we imagin that A 
0ud come ' down, fr TE veg 
ral your yer thut Men » ſhow fu e 
fo embrace his Doftrine? TBUS 20 


"= IAN Celſus' breaks forth jato. 


But ito this I anſwer , that Moſes 
himlelf acquaints'us,;-that God did |}: 
evidently, glorionſly ,. "and frequently, = 
appear'co the' Jows, when ' Miracles : 
were-wrought 1n Eeypr', ' when” they 
paſs'd the Red Sez, and had the Pillar 
ef Cloud, and of Fire , to condu& 
| 'em, and when the Law was declar'd 
to *em, in a very publick Manner, 
and with Circumſtances of rhe moſt 
Awful' Solemnity, and - yet they, who 
were Eye-Wirneſſes, of theſe amazing 
Taſtanges of an Over-ryling Providence, 
anfl of rhe ſpeciab'C Care, w m, bh Heaven 
took of :hewr, were guilty of the groſ- 
ſeft Infidelity. For had they really , 
: and firmly beliey'd what they. aan 
ph | WINES ; Fel 
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ſeen, and heard, they had never been 

{o\ infatuated, as'to have made the Calf, 

to ' Hee chang'd- their Glory, into the Ex09-32- 

Similitude of an Ox, that eats Graſs, © 
| or to have ſaid to one another, pea 

ing of the Calf, Theſe be chy Gods, Q 

Iſrael, which brought thee up, out of the 
Land- of Egypt. 


- And *tis. too plain, that the. Car- 
riage of the Jews, when God appear'd 
ſo often to *em, and wrought ſo many 
Miracles for *em,: and: eſpecially when 

they were wand'ring, in the -Wilder- 

- neſs, as we learn, ev'n from their 
own-/Sacred Writings, and their proud 
Contempt of the DoQrine, which our 
Bleſſed Lord. introducd, tho? he deli- 
ver'd it, with the greateſt Authority, 
and confirm'd it by Miracles, T fay, 
*tis: t00- plain, that rhe Carriage'of :the 
Jews, upon theſs-yarious, :and aftoniſh» 

- 1ag;; Scenes of Attion,: was - owing: 
che ſame unhappy Caulſe;: I mean, rt 
wretched Unbehet. ::; ,- 138173 © 
+ And-2tis.- no! great- Woader , ['thac 
fince: they did hut" rredd;-1n the! Steps. 
of their Jong-deſcended Anceſtors, for 
whom they | profes to: have {o: pro- 
found a: Veneration.-. C140 3841 
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The ju gals; G Whar Got, af a 
th you, did ever appear —_ Men 
Phe D's it credited; bi \ eſperrably Ul 
he. 'was jo- Paliticky' as hol ſend erm Werd 
of his Coming? \* And' how cond the 
Jews themſelves, Pt ftapid 45 thty always 
were, be ignorant of a Perſon, whom; "14s 
well hoop, they hud- fir _ A ges 2s exe 
non - 


Bur T: cad tals lane of the Jaws, 
| which” were the” greater Miracles , 
_ thoſe that ' were wrought. in  Egype , 
andthe Wilderneſs, or thoſe that were 
_ perform'd-by. our Saviour, in the-open 

_ View of his: yr «gd —— Hows 
mics. - 22, ; 


If they ay, hh. þ = were” the 
eater, then ?tis natural enc 
ppoſe,” that they, who: have reſiſted 
che Eyideace of "Foe Miracles, which, 
in their Eſteem, are the greatcr,-ſhowd 
_ _ : deſpiſe choſe, &, which, they 
riour to *<m; Þ meal 
_—_ Miirwcloig thar were wrought by 
out Bleſſed. Saviour.” »Or, if they; fay, 
that the Miracles of Moſes, and: hole 
which our Saviour Ee es yu 


of 


7 "W.. _ oy bs F& 6d * 
. > on” by . 


| Orig aeinſt-Galfſuc 


of their Korrid Unbglief, in Caſes that 
on many Accounts, were Parallel. 


The Moral Law was firſt p 
: liſh'd to the Jews by Moſes, whe: o_ 
 - . .quaints us, that in thole carly Times, 
E” their Fore-Fachefs were chargeable 
with the fore-mention'd Sin, and man 
other notorious Crimes. And: when 
the New Law, and Second Covenant was 
6rl publiſh'd by our Saviour, the. Fews 
lainly ſhow'd, by-cheir wretched Un- 
elicf, rhat they ne the genuine OF- 
ſpriag of thoſe-notorious .Unbelieyers, 
10' the Wilderneſs, and” we;.may:juft- 
ly: apply to em, .thole Words of. our 
SAUONT Truly Je bear. W. ineſs,. that ye £7 "4 I”. 
allow the . Deeds: of your Fathers... Ang” V. 48. 
thoſe of the 3: Tag Thy Life ſhall Mo 
hang in doubt before thee, and thau- jbalt v. 6. 
fear Day 4nd; Night, and ſhalt have no 
Aſfur ance' of why. be... For .they didn't 
believe'in him, who Ie "= 
Tk to 4 ebpny' thge deac ; 


i87 


Rs 
4 
: 


ey 
- % 


HAT Celſuc obje&s farther, in 
the Perſog of a Few, may eali- 
ly be retorted upon Moſes, andthe 
Prophets. fe: finds Fault with our 
Szvioaur , for exceeding, as he 'thinks, 
the Bounds of Reaſon, and Modeſty 
when he threatens, and upbraids; ati 
ſays ; Wo be anto you, *and I fore-rell 

3on, which, he ſays, plainly intimates, 
that he wanted Power, to prevail with 
his Hearers, and is an Argument, that 
he was ſo far from*being 4 Gol that 
he hadn*t-'the -C onmionPrudence :of a 


But we may eafily retort his own 
Argument upon him. 2 ONE 


For God himſelf uſes many Ex- 
preiſions, in the Law, and the Pro- 
phers, that ſound every whit as harſh, 
as thole Words, Woe be anto you, 
which our Saviour makes ufe of, in 


Fad 5: the Goſpels. Woe unto them, ſays the 


Pro- 


Origen againſt Cel/as, -_ 189 
Prophct 1/aiah, rhat joim Fiduſe ro Houſe, Taiah 5. 
that '\lay Field to Field. And again ibid. V4 

Wo unto 'them, that 'riſe up. edtly, that Ss, 
; they may. follow ' ftrong Drink. "And 
F © again, Wo unto them, that draw Inic 

* quity with Cords'of Vanity. And again, 


vid 


Wo anto them, 'that call Evil Good, x. ,,. 
and Good Evil, And again,'Wo unto | 
them , who are mighty to drink Wine. 
And abundance of Inſtances - of the 
like Nature might eaſily be produc'd, 
if Occaſion offer'd. " TOY 


What think you, of that | Expreſ- 

ſion of: the fore-mention'd ' Propher ? 

Ah ſinful Nation, « People ladem with Ifiah r: 
Tniquity, a Seed of evil Doers ,, Chil- V- + 
aren that are Corrupters! Don't we 
meet with as bitter InveQives, in 
thar Chapter, as any that our Sa- 
viowr ever us'd ? Tour Country, ſays 
the Prophet, i deſolate,. your Cirtes are ,.. v K 
burnt with Fire : Tour Land Strangers  * 
devour it in your Preſence, and "tis de- 
folate, as overthrown by Strangers. 


V. 2%. 


I might alſo-inftance in that Place, 
in Ezekiel, where God fays 'to the 
Prophet, Thou dwelleſt among Stor- g:ck. 2. 
p10ns. 45-7 ESE 7 Pn Oo 
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_ Soithat\ T. caa hardly think, that 
Cells can be in Earneſt, when he 
makes. his Jew -fad+ Fault with: our © 
$eviour, '4s Exceeding the Bounds of 
Reaſon, and Modeſty, as often as 
he .ns'd. ſuch -Expreſhons as theſe , 


. WOE BE UNTO-YOU, and 1 


FORETELL '/YOU,. For what 
the dee ſays , may be . retorted.- on 
hiraſelf, fince the GREAT GOD 


_ do's: often - ſpeak. exattly after. ths 


ſame Manner, and' thereby without 


Doubt, did ſufficiently, and as it were, 


de Novo ,: authorize; out:; Saviour, to 
uſe that Turn of Expreſſion. - 


- And if there be any. Force, in-what 
he, farther ovjects, Viz, Thai our SAs 
VIOUR wanted Payer, to: prevail with 
his Heaters ; It makes as much againſt 
GOD Hiauclf, who.'is irequently 
brought in by . the .\Prophers ſpeaks 


Bt ings, WD the ſame. Air. of: Severity; 


and. any.,00e.-.whe thinks, that the 
Jew has:Caulſc, to blame -our SAVIQULS 
tor bing the fore-mention'd ExpreÞ> 
fions,; waw'd. do well; L-rhink,- to: con- 
ſider, ;that; we meets with abundances 


_,ot- Veryegreadful Exprobratiops in; Lewt+ 


ticws, and Deateronomy, and if the Jew, 
who is oblig'd,. to defend the Wris 
zings, which. Mcſes publiſh'd, 'can of- 
fer-any Thing, to juſtifie the Expreſs 
{100s, 


_. * Oxzgen againit Cel/us.) 191 _. 
ſions I; refer to. We may bring 'the 
ſame, or. much ſtr Arguments, 
in, Defence of tar Bagningly - rigid 
PraQtice of» our Saviour. Fo 


Nay, we can; offer more, in-De- 

fence of Moſes, than the moſt bigot= 
ted. Jew, lince : our Saviaur: has ac © © ©, 
quainted us, with its Spiritual, and + 
Myſtick Sence, tho? one, who has any 

. tolerable Knowledge: of the Prophets, 
may diicern, that the GREAT GOD 
can't be ſaid, to exceed the Bounds of 
Reaion., when -he uſes fuch -threat- 
ning, and upbraiding Expreſſions as 
theſe, Wo wnto you, or, I fore-tell you, 
and; *rtwou'd be horrid Blaſphemy;. to 
ſlay, That the All-wiſe Being takes ſurh 
smproper Methods, for the Converſion 4 
Sinzers, ' 4s argue, that he wants t 

'" Common Prudence of « May, as Celſas 

- makes our Saweur to do, | 1»! 


'The Chriſtians, -who hold, that 
*twas the ſajme; God, - that ſpoke: by 
the. Prophets, and - by. our Blefſed S+ 
Vioar, can give a rational. Account, of 
thole 'Threataings , . and- direful Ex- 
probrations,, which..we . meet, with- in. 
the Scripture; And becauſe Celſus pre- 
tends,. to be. ſo. great a Philoſopher , 
as.well as 10 nicelr:versd in- the '\Opi- 
nions, which the Chriſtians Po 7 


at I' think, very” hacratly Occur. 1 
- I wou'd as him, whether Mercary 
in Homer dont 'take ſuch Methods} 
'as were proper, to bring Ulyſſes to a - 
Sefiſe of his Dury, when he ſays, 


_— Wretch that thou art ! what ihr thee 


v. 28. ( rove aloxe 4 


For *tis the Part of Syrens, to fawn, 
afid "Baxter, who, 


|  Hom.Od. c...a-coe fir and haunt” mong dead Mens | 
. t. x45 | ( Bones. 
"And ſpeak afrer the followiag ſoft 

and ſoortiing Manner, 4: 


Hom.O .Od. Ulyſſes, Glory f the Greeks; drew n near: 


Loa How then can he have the Fact 
to ſay, that when the Prophets, and 
our Saviour, ſay,, Woe unto you, to 
wean. the Minds of Men from their 
| beloved Lufſts, they hadn't a ſerious, 
_ and compaſſionate Regard , to their 
precious, and immortal Souls, which 
they wow'd fain reſcue, if cog poſ- 
ſible,- with a K7ad Cruelty, if T ma and 
16 ſay, from the ever - buruing, 
ntolerably - ſcorching Flames of the 
Inferas| Lake. © — N 


Bur 
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not be agreeable to the Capacities of 
Men, nor proper. to periwade, thcir 
Wills, and engage their belt Aﬀe- , Y 
- And how ridiculous do's he render o— 
_ himſelf, when he ſays, \that. our Ss- a 
L viour . wanted Power to  perſwade ? 1 J 
1 cou'd. produce many Parallel Inftao- 
ces, from. the. Writings of rhe Jewiſh 
Prophets, aad of the Greeks rhemſel'ves, 
and know. very,well, that ſomne of che 
moſt, Famous of *em. all, were «neble 
to prevail with their Enemzes ,' their 
Judges, aad' Accuſers, to leave their 
Vices, and apply themſelves. ro the 
Study of Philoſophy, as a happy lntro- 
duRion to a. regular Courke of Virrue. 
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Bur, P.n/api L a thas' ales 

| will Ha ary pg thar- their 
"Parts of #hoir- Fane 
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ee. 6 
However , if they —_ think 94 - 
and don't ſcruple <- talk [ith Cells 
Jew, I ſhall Mok one Queſtion, _ that 
may ſerve for an Anſwer, ſince he 
yo rhomy; co-confute us, by our own 
Authors, how comes it to paſs, that 
he has read thoſe Paſſages, which he 
thinks, make for him, but. ſeems to | 
have never read, any Thing of our 
Say1iour's Reſurre&ion, at leaſt to be 
igngrant 
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| efurretFion , , 9} \ 
ws #ris X=I ro LES AT hf Ents, 
[9.prove it, ( whether he do$-1 eiroeft | 
believe it, and is able to. defnes fe: 
or; no. and therefqre, as' to this Mart: 
ter, 1 ſhall return him no Fon An- 


ety | : 


A CHA y. "XXX, 


Ls fays Cellw's Jew 1h. 
for Gud”s nf ads this Sire Hite | 
ah, that zar make ſuch & Stir 9 gol 
See want. ſagly. to [ee a 

64 ja to ines 6s Do, Rs 


: way. e Hin, and nay 26 ve, "that 


you 


- 


5. re Arq ons You 
,t ſuppoſe, Thar gay, £9 


| hy. may 


oe r0. take, fans Morkoa . 
efce of our. Seviowr, who once 
rely from the Dead, arig did ſo'power 
ally work [upon «the Minds 'of kis 
Diſc ciples, that rheif lively Hops of 4 
Glorious ReſurreFion to an 'Immor- | 
ral Life of Inconiceivable Happinefs , 
and ſpotleſs Purity, "did revive their 
fainting Spirits, and ſupport, and com- 
fort *em, under the moſt grievous Tor- 
ments- 6 


Then \ttc ſays," Did this Pretender 
come "down from Hepv'n, 0 Purpoſe that 
- might rejett him ? 'As if he were 


fond p the Baſeſt Aﬀronts, chat cou'd 
poſſibly be be offerd him. + 


l anfwer, No: but he foreſaw; whar 
Treatment 'be ſhou'd: have, and' fore- 
cold the Unbelicf of the Fews , "and 
made uſe of it, as a Happy Occaſion 
© of the Cling of the ut - Un- 

hah, Voliappy indeed”for. chew, but 
' very" happy for ws, who are not of the 
3 Po efity. F' Abrabin, * 
Pr Fall,” ( as Divine Provi- 


+ 


Fox their 
Hence Was. £8 Order the Mat- 
#6} wn an pe 


Rifing of Fhe Gentiles, 
_ 


",- if Nation. Aad their: 


ſerve me, As ſoon: as. they 


— Giga hers 
People, PIES not inn fd 


they. ſbal obey me. And ff th 
phet Iſaiah 1. " WAS 4-0 A 
r 


that. ask'd not me : 
them, that ſought me 0, | 

We know, what 2 OR Ny Fl 

oral., and .Dreadful Calamiries "the 

rucifixioa of our TRA has en- 
tail'd, if I way 0 ſay, upon the Jew- 
ouths wou'd 
be for vor. ſtop'd,. ſhou'd we upbraid 
*tm. ( bur God torbid, we. ſhou'd ev'n 
ſeem-to inſult tm) and ſhowd we 
demand of %em, as we very well may, 
whether the Diſpenfations oof Divine 
Providence toward %em, don't bear the 
Awful - Marks of, his Feat Diſplea- 
ſure., and whether Almighty God 
didn't take a moſt unaccountrable Me- 
chod, if his.. Deſign were, ., to” ſhow 
the World, that” the Jews were” ſtrll 
his peculiar People ( tho? too, far from 
being. zealous. 0 Y Good W, orks ) when ]. 
he {utfer'd ſuch grievous Calamities 
to befall em, whea their” Merropolis 


| was tak”, and they were at; once de- 


riy'd of cheir Ms met cent. Tg le, and 
all_ their Pomp ou Worſh ſhip Þ what- 
ever. rhey. A offer, "to " May the 
Natiyz Darkneſs, of this "MTS TE- 

R190 VHS ES of. PROYE 
Dad DENC E 


"ard" wiÞ oP BHvy * valuebls 
poles, | Sp Cliriftiats, who 'ad-. 
E We WHC, A "Deep 

| D,. to” take” { of the ſeo of 
prety 'of thbſe very Peffons; "who 


I whe * Oo his PECULTAR PEO PLE, 
+7 as 2 il a, Otci 6p bf calling them, 
; | | wh O "Ww AT. 


49 Fro or Cov en titty | 
and. had fl 0 Rip Rig of the Gloricus Pro 
miles, IT ating * 70; the "Meſſiah's King- 


om. 
"Tit was bots wid by the 'Pro- 
phys, vis. 3 OD wou'rl thke 
an Advatnage by - the Sins of "the 
Yew dot mefrely to call aty fingle 
5 LON, bit. to ſele& * lome erfons, 
DE from all Farts of the Eatth, thar have 
oP, Toes the Foliſh Things of the 
1; he might give" an tgnorant 
Pad yery. clear Diſcoveries of im- 
partant ,Truths, raking, his Kingdom 
on the Jevs, r0 beitaw ir on the 
-\piled Gen:gles: ES 
Ys. hy IT ſhall quote one Prophecy 
concerning. this turprizing Turn 
Providence, Which is if Deuteronomy 
where. OW, ical” Hiftorian wh 


> 


Devt. 32. fr eduyces,..G nn, Thy after the 
V. 21. following Man Ys y Fas mov 
me 40. os. h that which i not 

Gd Db, prudPd me to Ahs 


$9 wb. Vl r ws Hud I wil 
oy EL : FHOVE 


Fog ene þ, vith they 
art #6} a People, ah $6 Uh vs 
Anger, whe Tio Wis A nar 
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oy y KN» ther: Fraroatndaces wich 

the following Words, : Wa:fer 
therefore, ſays he, Nt he was s Man, 
liks one of "Mt; ws We Thad” . | 


_—_y  borh > gong: 


Bar: I can't for 
how out Saviour; if. 
than a Man, cow'd ever be fo _n 
as tO imagine, that his Do&rine wou? 
obrain, aud muchJleſs' meer with 'the 
defir'd Succeſs; that the ſhou'd! ho- 
nourably: firmvint all Diffculties,, 
and Dangers, and prove in the Egert 
ſuperiour to the United Force of the 


People: Senare, rs of Rome, 
all. 'Fore:gn :Potentares."c 16:8 
Jon? t allow, clarihe hadta DI/INE, 


2s. well-as a HUMANE NATURE, 
"ew can we 4 4 or his 


1a 


Had t 
Men of Paw ab that he had to deal 
with, I confel - the Wonder wou'd 
fenſibly abate. But the greaceſt Part 
by far ek mn} of Reaſon, and 
e bett r_than Brutes, in 2 Humane 
Shape, and. wh 1 15. *worſe;, . were 
Slaves to their unruly Paſhons, and 
Fo +. Account *twas far irc dif- 
10 reclaim progeny ir Exir- 

hone Te gn WV ; "PA. 007: 


| AY 1. 


id af 


«+SO: that we __ Votag his Vis. 


ter,. into. hi by ar aps on,.. ard 
the” Power of G let the. 
lieving Jews, and the Learved Greeks, 


gnalh 1” fo Fogel + they 


pleaſe, or what they canto 
the>contrary. | KS) . OE £ 
Po ot 00 ard a0 90; 


ol Arſd'F might- that Inſtances of 
his! Diving Fo ere not” wholly 
wantiug,” &' Att _—_ nearer of 
Time 68 YT a 
earls tn eynyey Foxy: y $f 191 
oeWetſha il thersfore: not BA COn- 
tivues by. he::Aſfiſtance of - the, Holy 
Spirit; ito bdieve:in+God, the Father, 
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